
Thursday 13 August, 2026 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING ON TIME 

We have noticed an increase in the number of students arriving late to 
school. We understand that mornings can sometimes be challenging, and 
there will always be occasions when being on time simply isn’t possible. 
However, when lateness becomes a regular occurrence, it can have a 
bigger impact than we might realise. 

The beginning of the school day is an important time. Teachers establish 
the day's routines, explain learning intentions, provide instructions and set 
students up for success. When students arrive late, they can miss this 
important information, making it more difficult to understand what they are 
expected to do which can impact their learning confidence. 

It also helps the whole class. When a child arrives after learning has 
started, teachers need to pause to help them settle and catch up on 
instructions, which can disrupt the learning of others. 

We really appreciate families making the effort to have children at school 
and ready to learn at the beginning of the day. Those few extra minutes in 
the morning can make a real difference to a child’s sense of 
belonging, readiness and success for the day. 

Thank you for your support in helping us give every child the best possible 
start to their school day. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL ATHS 
On Monday the whole school will head down to Duncan Mackinnon Athletics Track in Murumbeena to undertake a 
range of track and field events which will lead to the selection of student representatives (9 - 12 years old) for the 
District Athletics Carnival towards the end of term. Not only do our senior students look forward to this event each 
year, but it is a great way for our future representatives to build their athletics skills.  
 
It is a big day out for all involved. Thank you to all our parent volunteers for the day. We couldn’t run this event 
without your support.  
 
ASSEMBLY 
Congratulations to our Year 3-6 Award winners - 
 
3A -   Christopher S  & Diya N                                                     5D -  Tahlia D & Beau S 
3K -   Emily Z & Owen H                                                              5J -  Ariel A & Oliver C 
3M -  Angelina L & Sully P                                                           5M - Alex J & Beau J  
4C -  Junho M & William T                                                           6D - Scarlett R & Yassir H 
4M -  Nysa P & Leo H                                                                  6G - Pippa S & Asya D  
4S -   Flynn T & Valerio J                                                             6T-   Harry L & Claudette M 
 
Art - Alex B                Japanese - Shourya N                  Music - Dasha S         PE - Kamal A 
 
Due to athletics, there will be no assembly on Monday. 
 
PARENT OPINION SURVEY 
WE WANT OUR PARENTS / CARERS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK! 
  
Our school is conducting the annual Parent / Carer Opinion Survey offered by the Department of Education and is 
seeking your feedback. The survey is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ 
perceptions of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we 
encourage and appreciate your participation. 
Our school will use the survey results to assist in identifying areas for improvement and professional development 
needs in the school, to target school planning and improvement strategies. 
  
The Parent / Carer Opinion Survey will be open online from Monday 17 August to Friday 18 September 
2026.All families are invited to participate in the survey.   
 
The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient 
time on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. 
  
The online survey will be available in English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, 
Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese.  

 
 



 
 
 

Resources are also available in additional languages to assist parents / carers who speak a language other than 
English at home. Please reach out to the school directly for survey guides in your language.​
 
The weblink and pin will be published on Compass on Monday.  
 
 
BOOK WEEK  
It is only 3 weeks away. Get your costumes ready! Our dress up day will 
be on Wed Aug 26th! We will hold a quick Book Week Parade at 9.15am 
on the basketball court. Parents are most welcome to attend!  See our 
Library news (further down in the newsletter) for information about 
costumes from Lombards. 
 
A big shout out to Kelly Poutney for once again organising the Book Stall.  
The Book Week Book Stall will be held on Tuesday 25th August. 
 
We would love donations of pre-loved children's books. Books should 
be suitable for Prep to Grade 6 students, and be in good condition. 
Donations can be dropped at the office. 
 
All classes will have a scheduled time to shop at the Book Stall. All books 
will be $2, with no limits on the number of books each student can buy. All 
proceeds raised will go to MWHPS. 
 
Closer to the date, we'll be looking for parent volunteers. 
 
INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
Whilst a new offer has been made, the AEU (Australian Education Union) have listed next Wed 19 August as a 
possible ‘Stop Work Day’. Everyone is hoping to avoid this outcome, but I just wanted to give you the heads up. 
As soon as I know more, I will let you know. 
 
SCHOOL DISCO 
PA (Parents Association) has been busy coordinating our school disco. It will be held on 
Friday Aug 21.  
 
When: P-2 (5.30.6.30pm) Yrs 3-6 (7-8pm) 
Where: PAC (Our hall) 
 
Bookings must be made via the ‘Canteen’ option on Compass. Tickets can not be 
purchased at the event. Please note that students need to attend their year level disco.  

 
 



 
 
 

We understand this may mean making multiple trips to school, but the older students would really value having 
their dance as a special event just for them, without the younger students attending.  
 
Volunteers: Must have a Working With Children Check. Please note that if you are volunteering no little ones can 
be in tow. Volunteers do not have permission to film or take pictures at the event. 
 
Photos: If you take pics (prior to them entering the PAC) which include other children, please ensure that you 
don’t post these to social media, unless you have direct permission from the parent. This includes those in the 
background.  
 
Checking in and Out: Please scan the QR code at the event to check in your child. Parents and volunteers will 
be checking your child out when you come to collect them at the end of their disco session.  

Further information to come! 
 
 
 
Let’s Celebrate: 

●​ House and School Captains for working out how to run multiple assemblies 
●​ Parents/families who have already donated books for our book stall 

 
 
Sharon Reiss-Stone 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

 
WELLBEING - Creating a respectful school environment for everyone 
 
Our school expectations Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Inclusive play an important role across our school 
community. Positive school environments are important because everyone has the right to be safe and play a 
shared role in being respectful. Everyone at school, particularly staff and parents/carers, play a role in making 
school a better place for learning and work. 
 
Respectful behaviours are important in building strong, healthy and thriving school communities.  
 
Parents/carers can create a positive environment for learning and work by: 

●​ Parents and carers can really help out by modelling positive behavior and communicating respectfully with 
everyone in our community.  

●​ Working together constructively, following our school processes for raising concerns 
●​ Treating staff and students with kindness, we can ensure the best outcomes for every child. 

 
By treating everyone with respect, parents/carers and schools can make sure students feel supported and cared 
for. 
 
We value our partnership with you and always welcome your feedback and ideas to help our school grow. Open 
dialogue is a vital part of our community, ensuring we continue to provide the best possible environment for every 
student. If you have a complaint there is a process to follow. For more detailed information on how we manage 
this process, you can refer to our website for our complaints policy 
https://mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au/parents/ 
 
If you would like further information please see https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-behaviours-school-community 
 
Working with families over the many years of primary school is a wonderful opportunity for us to work together in 
the best interests of every child. By building this relationship on trust and respect, we create a supportive 
environment where our students can truly thrive and feel a real sense of belonging.  

 
 
 
 
Carolyn Datson 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

https://mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au/parents/
https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-behaviours-school-community


 
 
 

PE News 

 

Whole School House Athletics Carnival 
 
Monday will be our Whole School House Athletics Carnival!! The weather looks great especially for winter with the 
chance of some sunshine.  Thank you to all the parents who have volunteered to help out on the day, an email will 
be sent out very soon via Compass with the information that you will need for the day.  Please check and read 
through this information and if you have any questions please feel free to send me a message via Compass. 
 
Students are able to come wearing their house colours on Monday. It is suggested that girls wear either shorts, 
leggings or tracksuit pants rather than school dresses or tunics.  Grade 5/6 students are reminded to be at school 
no later than 8:45am so that rolls can be marked and students can get on the buses promptly.  The buses will be 
running a shuttle service throughout the day so if we are late on the first run that will have a knock on effect 
throughout the day and might mean we won’t be able to get through all the planned events. 
 
Students from years 3-6 will be timed and measured in all events as these results will be used to help select the 
team that represents the school at the Gardiners District Athletics Carnival held later this term. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kate Black  
PE Teacher  

 
 



 
 
 

Music News 
 
The Junior and Senior Choir have had a brilliant week in performance. 
  
Monday 10th Senior Choir performed in 3 - 6 Assembly and attended their second rehearsal at The Melbourne 
Town Hall of Victorian State School Spectacular 2026.  
  
Tuesday 11th Junior Choir performed in the Kodaly Junior Choral Festival with 12 Primary choirs. The opportunity 
to sing with other choirs from different schools has left a lasting impact.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elli Hardie 

Music Teacher  

 
 



 
 
 

Around the Classes 

 
 
 



 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 

Book Week 
24th - 28th August 

 
To celebrate Book Week, we are once again hosting a Book Week Book Stall on Tuesday 25th August. 
  
We would love donations of pre-loved children's books. Books should be suitable for Prep to Grade 6 
students, and be in good condition. Donations can be dropped at the office. 
  
All classes will have a scheduled time to shop at the Book Stall. All books will be $2, with no limits on the number 
of books each student can buy. All proceeds raised will go to MWHPS. 
  
Closer to the date, we'll be looking for parent volunteers. 
  
Any questions, please speak to Kelly Pountney (mum of Ivy, 5J), or ask at the Office. 
  
Kind regards, 
Kelly 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Parent Association News 

It’s nearly time for our School Disco! Get ready for a fun night of music, dancing and disco fun! 

Friday, August 21 

 

Tickets & Lucky Door Prizes 

Be sure to purchase your child’s ticket through Compass by Wednesday, August 19 to be in the draw for one of 
our lucky door prizes! 

Please make sure you book your child into the correct year-level session. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate 
younger or older siblings in a different session. 

Song Requests 

Want to hear your favourite song at the disco? Submit your request here: Request a song 

Volunteers Needed 

Join in the fun and help make the night a success Volunteer registration is open.  There are a few spots 
remaining, but if your preferred role is already full, be sure to join the volunteer waitlist in case a spot becomes 
available. Disco Volunteer Sign-Up 

Volunteers must have a current WWCC (working with children card) on file with the school and have signed the 
2026 Code of Conduct (please see our friendly office staff if you need to complete this). 

A Few Important Things to Know 

●​ The PA will be using Compass digital sign-in and sign-out, so please bring your phone on the night. 
●​ BYO named water bottle. 
●​ No food or drinks will be permitted inside the disco. 
●​ Parents/carers will not be permitted inside the disco. 

Kind Regards, 

Kerry Tan 

 
 

https://www.kidsdiscos.com.au/songs.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548AEA82BAAFDCF8-64758358-disco


 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Library News 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Team Kids News 
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