
Thursday 12 March, 2026 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
NAPLAN 
Our first lot of NAPLAN tests have been undertaken. Unfortunately, the 
online system crashed on Wednesday - all across Victoria. We had to 
postpone the Year 5 Writing assessment to today, as students were unable 
to log on.  As such, the reading assessment (Yr 5 only) has been moved to 
tomorrow morning. 
 
TWILIGHT SPORTS - Next Wednesday 
Information regarding Twilight Sports was sent out via Compass. We can’t 
wait to see you all next Wednesday! Join in the fun and dress in your child’s 
house colour. More information can be found in the Sports and PA section of 
the newsletter. 
 
STOP WORK ACTION - 24/3 
You may be aware that Teacher Unions (AEU - Australian Education Union 
and the APF (Australian Principal Federation) are currently negotiating a 
new agreement with the state government and Department of Education for 
improvements to pay and employment conditions. Negotiations have been 
occurring over the last seven months without a resolution.  
  
Currently, Victorian public schools are the lowest funded in Australia and 
there are significant staffing shortages across Victoria. Victorian public 
school teachers are also the lowest paid teachers in Australia, with many 
education support employees and school leaders paid less than their 
colleagues in other states and territories who do the same role. 
 
As there has not been any offer, AEU members are undertaking a vote to 
endorse industrial action, with the union calling a statewide 24-hour 
stopwork on Tuesday 24 March.  
 
In circumstances where there are insufficient teachers available for the 
duration of any stopwork action, casual relief teachers (CRTs) can be used 
to replace teachers absent on stopwork action. As you can imagine, every 

 



 
 
 

school will be looking for CRTs and there simply won’t be enough to cover classes. In this case, we will notify 
parents that students will not be required to attend. If your child’s classroom teacher is striking, we will let you 
know ASAP. However, depending on how things play out, parents may only receive a notification the day before 
the strike.  
 
It is important that parents respect a teacher's decision to strike. Having participated in strikes before, I know how 
important it is for educators to stand together to address workload, school funding, and better pay. We need to 
make meaningful changes in education, or we risk losing the dedicated educators who make such a significant 
difference in students’ lives. 
 
EASTER BONNET/CRAZY HAT DAY 
This event is much cherished by our students and parents alike. We are encouraging all families 
to design and create either an Easter Bonnet or Crazy Hat. These are showcased at a parade 
prior to our end of term assembly.  
 
On Monday March 30. Students will head into their classrooms before our Easter Parade. 
9.10am-9.25am -  The parade will begin outside on the basketball court. Students will have the 
opportunity to showcase their designs. They will then put their hats back inside their classrooms 
before attending assembly in the PAC. Parents are most welcome to attend. 
9.30-10.15am - End of Term Assembly 
 
Easter Raffle drawn at the end of assembly. Please see the PA section for more information regarding Easter Egg 
donations and Twilight Sports volunteers.  
 
 
MULTICULTURAL DAY - THU APRIL 2nd 
Notification of this event was uploaded to Compass today 

9-10 am Parents are welcome 
to attend 
Dream Space 
(weather permitting) 

Whole School Performance by Bhangra Beats - 
Classical Indian to Bollywood Music and Dance 
 

10.30-1.00 pm Classroom Activities Students will rotate through a range of activities: 
P-2 -Indigenous Activity, Exploring lanterns across a 
range of cultures & Greek Dancing 
Yr 3-5s - Mangrook Game (Indigenous culture activity), 
Netherlands Activity, Mexican Art 
Yr 6s-  Chinese Dragon Boats (Double session) 

SPECIAL LUNCH ORDER 
DAY 

Parents are welcome 
to attend 

Student performances on the deck in the Dream Space 

1.00-1.50 pm Classroom Activities (As above) 
 

 
 



 
 
 

2.00-2.30 pm Parents are welcome 
to attend 
Dream Space, then 
we will move to the 
oval 

Performances from Chinese Dance Performance Group 
(Grandparents of the Zou family) 
 
Dragon Boat Race on the oval 

 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL - OPEN MEETING 
Our new school council members will reside at our next meeting on Wed March 25. From 6-7 pm, we have an 
open meeting where I will be sharing our Annual Implementation Plan and Annual Report. Members from our 
community are welcome to attend during this period. From 7-8 pm, we will be having our  normal School Council 
meeting.  
 
LATE PICK UP OF CHILDREN 
If you are running late to collect your child we ask that a courtesy call is made to the office so they are aware you 
are on your way.  If you are going to be more than 30 minutes late to collect your child, they must be booked into 
Team Kids.  Please make sure you have completed an application for Team Kids so that their services can be 
used if needed. Registration can be done via the following link - Team Kids Registration 
If you are late in collecting your child from the office, please make sure you speak with office staff on arrival so that 
they know you have collected your child. 
 
 
Let’s celebrate… 

●​ The following class who had all students arrive to school on time, last 
week: Prep D 

●​ All the amazing women in our students' lives! (I forgot to highlight 
International Women’s Day in my last newsletter!) Strong women play 
an incredibly important role in shaping the lives of our young people. We 
are thankful for the mothers, grandmothers, carers, teachers, and 
mentors who guide, support, and inspire our students each day. 

 

 
 
 
Sharon Reiss-Stone 
Principal 

 

 

 

 
 

https://teamkids.fullybookedccms.com.au/family/register


 
 
 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report 
 
WELLBEING 

With our Multicultural Day coming up we thought it was a good time to revisit our school expectations: Be 
Respectful, Be Responsible and Be Inclusive. At Mount Waverley Heights PS we value the diversity of culture, 
ethnicity, and faith of all our students. We are proud of our diversity, and everyone is welcome at our school. 

Celebrating the diversity of our community makes us stronger, kinder and more innovative. We are committed to 
making sure that students from all backgrounds feel accepted, supported and able to learn. We teach all students 
according to our school expectations and wellbeing approach. This includes 
education around diversity and inclusion. 

To achieve our expectations and aims, everyone at MWHPS plays an important 
role. 

This week, we have reminded students of our expectations of Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible and Be Inclusive and the importance of using these in everything 
we do. In the lead up to multicultural day students will participate in activities 
around diversity and inclusion. 

To help us make MWHPS a place where everyone feels welcome, respected 
and supported, we encourage you to also speak to your child about these 
values, as well as the importance of: 

-       understanding that we celebrate diversity and multicultural inclusion 

-       understanding the importance of everyone at school being treated with 
respect. 

For more information, please see Racism: talking with children and teens, 
Raising Children Network. 

We expect families to also display our school values when dealing with other members of our school community. 

 

Carolyn Datson 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 
 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/family-life/teens-racism/racism-talking-with-children-teenagers
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/family-life/teens-racism/racism-talking-with-children-teenagers


 
 
 

PE News 
Twilight Sports 

 
Our whole school community event this term will be the Twilight Sports.  This will be held on Wednesday 18th 
March between 5:00pm -7:00pm.  With events running from 5:30 - 7:00pm.  It will involve students competing in 
running races, hurdles, discus, javelin, relays and novelty races in their house teams.  Students will be asked to 
get dressed up in house colours for the night.  
 
Students will spend some class time going through these different events so that they know what to expect on the 
night.   
 
Families are welcome to arrive from 5:00pm to have a picnic prior to the events.  Each student has a designated 
house and it is suggested that students wear their house colours on the night.   
 
The Parent’s Association will be running a sausage sizzle on the night selling sausages in bread for $3, icy poles 
for $1 and soft drinks and juices for $2. 
 
If you have any further questions or queries please don’t hesitate to ask me. We are looking forward to a night 
filled with fun and active kids! 
 
Thanks 
Mrs Kate Black 
 

​
​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Music News 

 
 

Change in rehearsal timetable: 

Wednesday - Junior Choir 1.40pm 

Thursday - Senior Choir 1.40pm 

Friday - Band 1.40pm 

  

This year I am excited to announce the participation of our choirs in the following events: 

Victorian State School Spectacular - Senior Choir 

KMEIA Junior Choral Festival - Junior Choir 

  

Members of our choirs will be busy performing in school and community events throughout the year. Weekly 
attendance is required to participate in these events. All enquiries via Compass only. 

Kind regards, 
Ellie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eleanor Hardie 
Music Teacher 

 
 



 
 
 

Parents Association News 

Twilight Sports BBQ - Wednesday, March 18. 

Volunteers Needed – Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser 

Please sign up to help at the Twilight Sports BBQ! 

Volunteering won’t mean missing much of the action! While some 
volunteer time slots are slightly longer, you’ll only miss around 
30 minutes of the Twilight Sports event itself. 

We appreciate all the help we can get.   

www.signupgenius.com/go 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents’ Association Meetings - Everyone Welcome! 

The Parents’ Association warmly invites all members of our school community to come along to our meetings 
throughout the year. These gatherings are very relaxed and informal, and they’re a great way to stay connected 
with what’s happening at the school, share ideas, and hear about upcoming events and initiatives. 

Whether you’re able to attend regularly or just drop in occasionally, everyone is welcome. Your involvement helps 
support our school community. 

To make it easier for more people to attend, we have also scheduled a number of evening meetings this year. 
Further details, including locations and times, will be shared closer to each meeting. 

Please see the meeting dates below to add to your calendar. We would love to see you there. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0548AEA82BAAFDCF8-62460498-twilight#/


 
 
 

Easter Hat Parade and Raffle 

Our ever popular Easter Raffle and Easter Hat Parade are back again this 
year!  

Raffle tickets are now being sent home with students, so please keep an 
eye out for them over the coming days. We are also collecting donations of 
chocolates and Easter goodies to help create our raffle hampers. 

Both raffle tickets (with money) and any Easter hamper donations should be 
returned to the school office by Wednesday, March 25. If you require more 
raffle tickets, please see the lovely office staff. 

The raffle will be drawn at the school assembly on Monday, March 30, 
following the Easter Hat Parade. 

Big thanks to Leanne Robertson for managing the raffle. 

With thanks, 
Kerry Tan 
PA President 

mwhpspa@gmail.com 

Parents’ Association Key Dates 
 

TERM 1 

Wednesday March 18 Twilight Sports BBQ 

Wednesday, March 25 Final day to return raffle tickets and money 

Wednesday, March 25 Final day for Easter Donations 

Monday, March 30 Easter Hat Parade 9:10am - Parents Welcome 

Monday, March 30 Easter Raffle Draw - Assembly, after Easter Hat Parade 

Monday, March 30 PA Meeting -  2:30pm - Location, MWHPS 

TERM 2 

Monday, April 27 PA Meeting - 7:00pm - Location, Matthew Flinders Hotel, Chadstone 

Wednesday, June 3 PA Meeting - 2:30pm - Location, MWHPS 

 

 
 

mailto:mwhpspa@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Team Kids 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Term Three Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Open Days  
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