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Principal’s Report 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
A big shout out and thank you to our exiting councillors - Jennifer Chan(2 
years), Anusha Joshi (2 years) and Parul Srivistava (3 years) for their 
service on School Council. They have been exceptional contributors that 
have brought different skills, passion and commitment to our school. Thank 
you.  
 
Thank you also to the parents who have submitted their interest in becoming 
School Council members. We will know tomorrow whether we will need to go 
to a ballot. At this stage we have enough applications to replace the outgoing 
members.  Once announced, new councillors will begin in their roles as of 
Wednesday March 25.  
 
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE 
Each year, we send out a call for parent class representatives. It is more of a 
social role which involves building school connectedness.  
 
Thank you to the following parents for volunteering to be the class rep for: 
 
Prep R, Prep T and 2J - Lauren Rose  
1M - Lynn Peng and Aish  
3K - Ange Manias and Kerry Tan  
4M - Ange Maanias   
5J - Kelly Pountney   
 
We are still in need of class reps for the following classes.  If you are 
interested, please contact Julie in the office. 
Prep D, Prep M 1G, 1S, 2F, 2M, 3A, 3M, 4C, 4S, 5D, 5M, 6D, 6DT and 6G. 
 
 

 



 
 
 

SWIMMING 
Thank you to Mrs Kate Black for organising our swimming program for Yrs 1,2,4 & 6. Everything ran smoothly and 
it was great to see the students super excited about the program. 
 
PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
We have a vibrant and active Parents Association and they have been instrumental in raising funds for a 
variety of school projects including the Year 3-6 playground and additional materials for our school science, 
literacy and numeracy programs. Their primary focus is to look at fundraising events and to also host fun 
student activities that build a sense of community E.g. School Disco, Mothers’ & Fathers’ Day, etc.  
 
Anyone can join the Parents Association. In fact, the more the merrier. It is a terrific way to get to know other 
parents and contribute to our school. Joining the team doesn’t mean that you need to take on any formal 
role. You might want to help others in organising events or raise some new fundraising ideas.  
 
Our first PA meeting will be held next Tuesday at 9am. Please see PA section of the newsletter for more 
details. 
 
COMPASS 
Thank you for your patience whilst we iron out processes in regards to the Compass platform. We are still 
discovering setting options which when utilised correctly, can make a big difference on how parents view posts. 
We are working hard to iron out some of the issues and have appreciated parents making us aware of the 
frustrating components. This helps us to investigate what is happening and hopefully improve the online 
experience for all. If you have challenges, please let your classroom rep or teacher know. They may be able to 
help you understand the process or flag it as an issue with our technician.  If these are common issues across the 
school, we know that we have a problem to address.  
 
CLASS AWARDS 
Congratulations to all the students who received their class award at this week’s assembly. 
 
1G -  Amber S & Josef A​ ​ 3A - Matteo M & Selina C​ ​ 5D - Ameya G & Lucas F 
1M - Emma L & Olivia WN​ ​ 3K - Zoe B & Alia A​ ​ ​ 5J -Oscar Q & Dasha S 
1S - Kyla A & Evelyn S​​ ​ 3M - Ethan k & Zoeya P​ ​ 5M - Roseanne P & Maximilian N 
2F - Bella C & Jasleen S​  ​ 4C - Ethan H & Ahaana T​ ​ 6D - Kayal K & Connor G 
2J - Quentin K & Ajay C​ ​ 4M - Arpanjot k & Mika S​ ​ 6DT- Samuel P & Zara T 
2M - Miles C & Julia T​ ​ ​ 4S- Sho M-Y & Adithi W​ ​ 6G - Mira B & Max D 

​ ​  
Specialist Awards 
Art - Cody D & Kody K​​ ​ Japanese - Tariq m & Harper C​ ​  
Music - Klay C & Alex J​ ​ PE - Imiyah S-A & Siddarth K 
 

 
 



 
 
 

EVERYDAY COUNTS 
Attending school every day means experiencing what counts – the learning, friendship, fun and opportunities that 
can shape your child’s future. 

We have noticed an increase in the number of students arriving late to school. You might think that arriving 5–15 
minutes late doesn’t matter, but those minutes add up. Coming in late means students miss crucial learning time, 
disrupt the flow of the lesson, and are not set up for a calm, successful start to their day.  

There is a strong correlation between regular attendance and student success. When students miss more than 20 
days in a year (10 days per semester), schools are required to meet with families to discuss concerns and provide 
support.  

We understand that there are times when your child will need to miss school, but to ensure minimal disruption to 
their education, please consider scheduling family holidays or medical/dental appointments outside of school time. 
If your child is well enough to attend but is worried about friendships or schoolwork, please encourage them to 
come to school. Avoiding school can make these feelings worse and can create a negative pattern of behaviour. 

Please see the image below: We know that low attendance impacts life chances. It is good to get into great habits 
now, while your child is in primary school.   

 

 
 



 
 
 

If your child is having difficulty attending school, talk to their teacher, Mrs Datson or Mrs Deylen about getting 
support.  

We know that parents and carers can be juggling challenges daily to get your children to school. If your child 
must miss school, notify us as soon as possible via Compass so we can work together to support them. 

MULTICULTURAL DAY 
Are there any parents who would like to run an activity on the day? Last year we had our Korean families 
showcase their traditional games and cultural attire. We also had a Sri Lankan dad who introduced the Year 5s to 
traditional masks. In the past, we had our Indian families run dancing and henna art activities. We have had 
Brazilian Ribbon, Greek, New Zealand (Haka) and Irish Dancing lessons, Argentinian Worry dolls, Sumi Art 
lessons to name a few of the activities undertaken.  
 
If you would like to run an activity or perform, please fill in the following form: 
https://forms.gle/Gxq358V74UDhhQzm6 
 
Please note that all music for performances needs to be in mp3 or mp4 recordings 
 
Let’s celebrate… 

●​ Our Captains for running their first assembly on Monday. Well done! 
●​ District Swimmers: Slater H, Allegra K, Charlie H, Tanaya V, Pippa S, Hayley R, River H, Max D, 

Elijah L, Keren W and Romeo Z 
 
 

Sharon Reiss-Stone 
Principal 
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Assistant Principal’s Report 
CLASSROOM HELPERS- THANK YOU 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the Classroom Helpers course last Monday. We had a great turn out 
and appreciate your support. We covered what the parents' roles are in the classroom.  
 
If you missed the course but would like to volunteer for reading, excursions, camps etc you will need to see the 
office to complete the paperwork.  

LUNAR NEW YEAR 

Happy New Year! 

This year, Lunar New Year fell on 17 February. Many celebrations 
began on the eve of the new year and continue for about two 
weeks, although the length of the holiday varies from country to 
country. It is a special time for families to gather, share symbolic 
meals, honour traditions, exchange well wishes for good fortune, 
and celebrate both spring and new beginnings.  

Common customs also include decorating homes with symbols 
and images of the year’s zodiac animal. 

In many cultures, wearing red is believed to bring good luck during the festivities, and it is 
customary to give red envelopes containing money as a symbol of prosperity and 
blessings.  

This year will be the Year of the Fire Horse, something that occurs only once every 60 
years. The Fire Horse last appeared in 1966 — which is also the last time the Saints won 
a premiership — so it feels like it could be a very lucky year for the Saints! 

As I mentioned in assembly, my family celebrates Chinese New Year with a large feast that includes noodles and 
yee sang. Yee sang, sometimes called a prosperity salad, is tossed high into the air — the higher you toss it, the 
more you boost your luck for the coming year.  

We also give and receive red packets, something that my family always looks forward to.  

Carolyn Datson 
Assistant Principal 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Music News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eleanor Hardie 
Music Teacher 

 

 
 



 
 
 

PE News 
Last Thursday 12th February we had 9 students represent MWHPS at the Gardiner District Swimming Carnival. 
Congratulations to Slater H, Allegra K, Charlie H, Tanaya V, Pippa S, Hayley R, River H, Max D, Elijah L, Keren W 
and Romeo Z.  You all represented the school well and tried your best in your races. 
 

●​ Slater H - 9/10  yr old 50M Freestyle - 8th place and 9/10 yr old 50M Breaststroke - 8th place 
●​ Allegra K- 9/10  yr old 50M Backstroke - 6th place 
●​ Charlie H - 12/13 yr old 50M Backstroke - 8th place 
●​ Tanaya V - 12/13 yr old 50M Backstroke - 10th place 
●​ Pippa S - 12/13  yr old 50M Backstroke - 4th place 
●​ Hayley R - 12/13 yr old 50M Breaststroke - 8th place 
●​ River H - 12/13 yr old 50M Freestyle - 9th place  
●​ Max D - 12/13 yr old 50M Freestyle - 6th place and 12/13 yr old 50 M Breaststroke - 6th place 
●​ Elijah L - 12/13 yr old 50M Backstroke - 4th place 
●​ Romeo Z - 12/13 yr old 50M Freestyle - 1st place and 12/13 yr old 50M Breaststroke - 1st place 
●​ Keren W - 12/13 yr old 50M Freestyle - 2nd place and 12/13 yr old 50M Breaststroke - 1st place 

 
We also had Pippa, Hayley, River and Keren finish 2nd in the 12/13 yr old 4 x 50M freestyle relay! 
 
At the start of the week we had confirmation that both Romeo and Keren will now progress through to the Monash 
Waverley Divisional Swimming on Wednesday 4th March at Boroondara Sports Complex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Allied Health News 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Parents Association News 
                                Local Matters Jar - Grill’d Burgers, Chadstone Village 

Thank you to everyone supporting the Grill'd Local Matters initiative so far this 
February at Grill'd Chadstone Village. Every visit helps. Just drop your token 
into the Mount Waverley Heights Primary School Parents’ Association jar to 
support our school. 

If you stop by, snap a photo and email it to us. We’d love to feature it in our 
newsletter. 

                                    Join the Parents’ Association! 

The Parents’ Association is a wonderful way to connect with our school community, share ideas, and make a 
positive difference in our children’s experience. As we look ahead to 2026, we warmly invite parents and carers 
to consider joining the PA committee. Whether you can offer fresh ideas, helping hands, or simply a willingness 
to be involved, your contribution, big or small, can have a real impact. Being part of the committee is also a 
great opportunity to support school events, and have your voice heard. 

If you’ve been thinking about getting more involved, we warmly invite you to come along to our Annual General 
Meeting this coming Tuesday, February 24th at 9:00am (exact location on school grounds to be confirmed). 
Re-elections will take place for the next PA committee, and everyone is welcome to attend, learn more about 
what we do, and see how you might like to take part. We’d love to see some new faces join us as we plan 
another exciting year for our school community! 

If you have any questions or would like more information about joining the Parents’ Association, please feel 
free to drop us an email.  We’re always happy to help and would love to hear from you. 

Twilight Sports BBQ - Wednesday, March 18th 

The first school community event of the year is Twilight Sports.  This is a fun evening where families can watch 
their children take part in a variety of sports and earn points for their houses. It’s also a wonderful opportunity 
to connect with other families. We encourage you to bring a picnic or grab a sausage on the night from the 
Parents’ Association Sausage Sizzle! 

We would love your support when the volunteer sign-up is shared.  Keep an eye out and consider putting your 
name down to help. 

Warm regards,​
The MWHPS Parents’ Association 

mwhpspa@gmail.com 
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Our Local Matters Grill’d Supporters! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
​ ​  
 
 

 
 
 

Ivy P - 5J​ ​ ​ ​ ​ River H - 6T & Slater H - 4S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kimberley 6G & Judith 6D​ ​ ​ Stella B - 1S & Evelyn B - 4S 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 

Lunch Orders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Team Kids News 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Secondary School Tours 
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