
Thursday 1 February, 2024

Principal’s Report
WELCOME BACK! - Happy New Year and LUNAR New Year
We hope the holidays provided you with time to unwind, relax and enjoy your
time with family and friends. My family and I managed to get away to my
mum’s holiday house in the country because the weather was so average. If
it is hot in Melbourne it is boiling in central Victoria. Otherwise, we did day
trips - Gumbuya World, Moonlit Sanctuary, PortArlington, Marysville, etc.

It has been a pleasure to visit the classrooms and to spend some time with
the students this week. The classes are very settled and calm. Thank you to
our teachers for preparing a great start to the school year.

We will be welcoming our preppies on Monday. I am sure they will be excited
and a little nervous, as they begin their school journey. A warm welcome
also to our many new families and students who have started in other year
levels - Welcome to Mount Waverley Heights!

There is often lots of information that I convey through the newsletter, so
please endeavour to read it each week. If you do have any questions, ideas
or queries throughout the year, please see your child’s class teacher, the
office staff, Carolyn (Assistant Principal) or myself. We are only too happy to
clarify or fill you in about your child’s learning or other activities around the
school. We look forward to working productively with each of you,
throughout the 2024 school year.



INFORMATION NIGHTS
​Next week we will be holding Year Level Information Nights. These sessions offer an opportunity for parents to
gain an insight into expectations of that year level, how we approach key learning areas and an overview of
special events like camp, etc. We will be holding Level Information Nights on the following days: Please note a
change in date for our Prep Information Night. We originally had Year 5/6 and Prep occurring on Valentines Day!
We realised that there might be some loved up couples that may wish to spend the night out celebrating
Valentines Day rather than attending a school event!

● Year 1/2 Tues Feb 13 from 5.30-6.30pm - Year 1 in the PAC, Year 2 in 2Fs portable
● Year 3/4 Tues Feb 13 from 6.30-7.30pm - Year 3 in 3Ds room, Year 4 in 4Ms room
● Year 5/6 Thu Feb 15 from 5.30-6.30pm - In the new double story portable
● Prep Thu Feb 15 from 5.30-6.30pm - Prep parents in PD’s room

For parents who are unable to attend, the slides will be shared with you after the information night has taken
place. We won't be providing an online meeting link this year, as parents online found it very difficult to hear. It is
also nice to meet other parents and the teachers in person.

CAR PARK REMINDER
A car park fact sheet will be sent home on Monday. Please make sure that you read this carefully. Please slow
down and follow the school rules. Solomon St Car Park should be utilised by P-2 families and Huntingdale Rd car
park for Year 3-6 parents. If you have a child in both sections of the school, you may choose which car park to
use.

MEDICAL NEEDS
If your child has special medical needs – allergies, anaphylaxis, asthma etc. – please ensure the school has an
up-to-date record of this. In particular with regard to anaphylaxis, asthma and allergies, we require the Action Plan
from your family doctor. It is vital that we meet our duty of care requirements and these medical plans are an
important way to ensure your child’s safety.

Students across the school have a variety of allergies. You will receive a notice early next week, if there is a child
in your child's/children’s class that has a particular allergy, please ensure that you avoid sending these foods to
school, so that we can reduce the possibility of a reaction.

REMINDER: NO NUTS AT SCHOOL PLEASE. This includes peanut butter and nutella spreads.

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE
At this time of year, I am asked to remind parents that the school doesn’t have any student accident insurance and
therefore parents are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the cost
of ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport costs. We strongly encourage families to purchase
ambulance cover, as these expenses can be enormous compared to the initial outlay. Additional accident
insurance policies can be purchased from commercial insurers.



Can I also remind parents/guardians that the Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to
school and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. We strongly recommend that
students do not bring valuable items to school.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Mount Waverley Heights School Council guides the policy and budgetary decision making in the school. We
generally meet twice a term. Please note that our first School Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 Feb
where the current (2023) School Counsellors will reside. If you are interested in being part of the new 2024 School
Council, we are currently calling for nominations.

While it is an important part of school operations, School Council members do not need any special expertise,
experience or skills. The most important thing is that you want to contribute to continually improving learning
opportunities for all children at Mount Waverley Heights.

Our Council Constituting Order is: 8 Parent members, 4 DET (Teacher) members, 2 Community members. We
have 4 Parent Member positions and 2 DET member positions vacant. Nomination Forms can be collected as
of tomorrow, 2 February and must be returned by 4pm as of Friday 9 February. On Monday 19
February a list of candidates and nominators will be posted. More information regarding the School Council will be
distributed tomorrow.

SETTING UP OUR LEARNING COMMUNITIES
The first couple of weeks of the year are dedicated to building relationships within the school community. The
emphasis of these activities is on getting to know each other, developing good working relationships, developing
cooperative skills, and building a thorough understanding of school and class routines and expectations. This
program has assisted us in developing proactive whole school systems to define, teach and support students in
developing harmonious relationships. Our three school wide behaviour expectations are:

Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Inclusive

PARENT - TEACHER CHAT
On Tuesday February 20 & Wednesday 21 we will be offering parents an opportunity to meet with their child’s
classroom teacher to share vital information about their child’s learning requirements and provide parents with an
opportunity to discuss any concerns regarding their child’s academic, social and emotional development. In some
cases a parent sharing relevant background information such as a child’s academic strengths, their social and
emotional competencies, their family circumstances or medical/health information, can be invaluable to a teacher
catering for a child in their care. Information regarding the exchange night will be distributed next week. The
online booking system will be used again this year and details regarding how to do this will be sent home shortly.



READERS
Readers will be sent home from Monday 12 Feb. Please note that students will be taking home readers from
where they left off in 2023. Unfortunately, if students have not been reading over the holiday period, they can drop
back a few levels before they regain their confidence. We also know that there will be many students who have
progressed and will be reading well beyond their 2023 level. The levels will be modified and adjusted as soon as
the assessment has been completed. Please see your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions.

ASSEMBLY – Begins Friday Feb 9 @ 2.30pm
Our first assembly for the school year will be held on Friday February 9 from 2.30. It is on the Friday due to the
swimming program over the next couple of weeks. Parents are welcome to attend. We also send out a meeting
link, so people may view the assembly from home/work. You will receive a Sentral message if your child is
receiving an award at the upcoming assembly.

UNIFORM UPDATE
Just a few reminders…

● Shoulder length or longer hair must be tied back
● Black shoes must be worn unless it is your child’s PE day
● We are encouraging all students to wear their sports uniform on PE days.
● No jewellery or nail polish
● Tights or long sleeve tops worn underneath logo items must be navy blue
● White or navy socks only

Items can be purchased from the PSW shop in Glen Waverley.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Families who are eligible for CSEF(Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund)
are asked to contact the office to obtain an application form. Families are
eligible if they hold a valid means tested concession card. Applications
need to be made by next Friday 9th February.

Let’s celebrate…
● A very smooth start to the year
● Calm, focussed classes throughout the school.

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal



Assistant Principal’s Report
WELCOME BACK!

I hope everyone has had a wonderful break and is refreshed and excited about starting a new school year. I had a
very relaxing time with family and friends, even squeezing in a few trips to Phillip Island.

All the students have settled into the new year really well. It's been great to catch up with students and find out
about what they did over the holidays. Resting was a big theme!

CLASSROOM HELPERS
CLASSROOM HELPERS COURSE
Thursday 15 February
2:45-3:30 pm in the PAC

If you are interested in helping with reading
in the classroom or volunteering as part of
an incursion/ excursion, sport or camp, this
course will help outline your role.
Requirements change year to year, so if you
have done this course previously there will
be some new information. It will also outline
OHS and child safe requirements.

Anyone who plans to help in the classroom etc needs a Working With Childrens Check, you can start this process
prior to the course.
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children

Please complete the following form to RSVP - Classroom Helper RSVP

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://forms.gle/X6U2fhru8JYS3Uwk8


PE News



PE Parent Helpers Form

https://forms.gle/5eVrjnnkQp2rM2Bb8


PA News
Happy 2024 from the Parents' Association!

Hello to all new and current families,

We would love to invite those in our school community to join the Parents' Association (PA). It's a great
opportunity to contribute and be involved in fun and rewarding experiences for our children.

By joining the PA, you'll get to:

● Connect with the other members/parents and the school.
● Share your ideas - discuss and explore options that directly impact your child's educational

experience
● Support school events - organising and participating in various activities, from fundraisers to fun

events for the children
● Stay informed of upcoming events.

It would be fantastic to have more active participants join us so if you think you can help then we'd love
to hear from you.

To join the PA or learn more about how you can get involved, please contact me via email (which will be
shared on Sentral).

We look forward to welcoming you to the Parent Association and working together to create a positive
and engaging school environment for our students.

Thank you for your ongoing support and dedication,

Kind regards,

Lisa Wong
President
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