
Thursday 25 May, 2023

Principal’s Report
CURRICULUM DAY TOMORROW
Just a reminder that we have a curriculum day tomorrow - no students at
school. Due to the portable arriving, Extend felt that it posed too much of a
risk to run care for tomorrow. Apologies for any inconvenience.

NATIONAL SORRY DAY - RECONCILIATION WEEK
National Sorry Day is on this Friday 26
May 2023, and will be followed by
National Reconciliation Week, from
Saturday 27 May.

The theme for National Reconciliation
Week 2023 is ‘Be a voice for generations’.
It encourages all Australians to be a voice
for reconciliation in tangible ways in our
everyday lives – where we live, work and
socialise.

National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn about
our shared histories, cultures and achievements, and to explore how each
of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.

Students will be decorating hand prints, watching some clips and listening
to dreamtime stories and indigenous music.

PRINCIPAL CONFERENCE - PEOPLE, PURPOSE, PASSION
Last week Carolyn and myself had the opportunity to hear from a range of
guest presenters. Our first presenter was Mark Squirrell (recognised with
an Order of Australia Medal) who talked about the challenges he faced as
a leader in the Army and as an International Aid Worker across many
countries. He spoke about the qualities needed to think well under
pressure and communicate effectively with teams. He was truly inspiring.



We also heard from Dr Louise Mahler, an expert in body language and communication. She demonstrated
strategies in how to create human connection through body language, voice and EI. Clare Desira, founder of ‘Top
Five Movement’ talked about how to build a stronger mindset and Peter Sullivan helped us explore research
informed strategies when teaching maths’. The above speakers were the highlight of the conference.

It was a jam packed few days, but well worth attending.

OPEN DAY - GRANDPARENTS DAY
In celebrating Education Week this year, we will be hosting one of our
favourite events - Grandparents Day. This will be held on Thu June
1st from 9.30am to 11am.

● 9.30-10.15am - Grandparents/Special people will be invited
into the classrooms to complete activities together

● 10.15 - 10.45 - Taiko/Musical performances in Dream Space
(weather permitting) or PAC if raining

● 10.45-11am - Tea/Coffee and Scones

Tours will be offered from 11.30am - 1.30pm. If you know anyone within
our school zone who might be interested in enrolling, please let them
know of our upcoming Open Day.

SCHOOL COUNCIL DECISION ON CAMPS
At last week’s School Council meeting, we discussed the increasing costs of camps and the financial pressures on
families. As camps are a highlight of a students’ time at school, we want to do everything we can to make it
happen for our students. We discussed many options and decided that a tiered approach would be best. To
reduce costs we will…

- Run two major fundraisers
- Add an additional $1-$2 onto incursion/excursion costs

These two actions will help to keep the costs of all camps to a minimum, whilst covering the increase in expenses.
School Council will also be writing to the Education Minister to encourage our government to cover costs
associated with the new teaching agreement.

ILLNESS
We have been hit by a range of illnesses including but not limited to -covid, flu, stomach bugs, gastro. It has
wiped out both students and teachers. We are encouraging students and staff to…

● wash and sanitise their hands regularly
● avoid touching their eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands
● cover their nose and mouth when they cough or sneeze



● stay home if unwell

Thank you for keeping your child at home if they are unwell. Like all workforces we are currently experiencing a
shortage of staff - in our case emergency (CRT) teachers. We are doing our best to rework timetables, utilise extra
teachers (including leadership) and replacing teachers where possible. However, sourcing CRT’s has proven to be
quite challenging over the past few weeks.

WET WEATHER
It looks like winter has started early and settled in! Just a reminder to pack a spare set of uniform items in your
child’s bag - particularly if they like to play on the oval. We are also encouraging students to bring a spare set of
slippers, that they can keep at school.

Let’s celebrate…
- Our Sustainability crew for their work on the garden beds and selling Rosemary after school. Thank you

to Ketaki (Orian from 3D’s mum) for donating the lemons that were also sold.

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal







Assistant Principals News
Throughout 2023, our school will be working closely with The Resilience Project to support the wellbeing of our
school community.

The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-based, practical strategies
to build resilience.

We would like to share The Resilience Project’s Parent & Carer Hub with you. Here you will find a variety of
information, videos and activities that outline the key pillars of resilience:
Gratitude, Empathy, Mindfulness and Emotional Literacy.

This program is an important part of our school’s effort to look after the mental health of our community.

To view the Parent and Carer Hub, click on this link:

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/2023-parent-carer-hub-engage/

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.od2.vtiger.com%2Fshorturl.php%3Fid%3D6466f67a9d73b9.89814008&data=05%7C01%7Ccarolyn.datson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7e314ba01b6c4143c60c08db581ef815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638200662331146294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cSUK3Mon%2FHC4drMltdkcpRKfDx%2BA%2FY7p9s8x9mb%2Bm2M%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.od2.vtiger.com%2Fshorturl.php%3Fid%3D6466f67a9e4827.06432185&data=05%7C01%7Ccarolyn.datson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7e314ba01b6c4143c60c08db581ef815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638200662331146294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qAWmWAOupsn5SXuRHWz2TdJ1lE%2BE1d%2BJwA8HuZFY%2FFU%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheresilienceproject.od2.vtiger.com%2Fshorturl.php%3Fid%3D6466f67a9e4827.06432185&data=05%7C01%7Ccarolyn.datson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7e314ba01b6c4143c60c08db581ef815%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638200662331146294%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qAWmWAOupsn5SXuRHWz2TdJ1lE%2BE1d%2BJwA8HuZFY%2FFU%3D&reserved=0


Sustainability News

Our Sustainability group has been working very hard over the last couple of weeks to set up the garden beds
ready for planting. In doing so, we have noticed that some of the beds need repairing before planting can begin.
In order for these to be repaired, all of the soil needs to be moved away from the edges of the garden, something
a bit beyond the students. We are looking to get some assistance from our parents to help complete this task.

If you are free next Monday 29th May between 2pm and 3.30pm and able to help, please complete the following
form - https://forms.gle/oU35bLj6CEzv3TMs7.

Our Sustainability Leader, Miss Jordana Macpherson, will be on hand to guide and assist with what is needed.

https://forms.gle/oU35bLj6CEzv3TMs7


PE News



SRC News



Premiers’ Reading Challenge
Our school is excited to be once again participating in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge this year. The Challenge is open

to all Victorian children in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition;

but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 8th September 2023.

Students from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or experience 30 books, including at least 20 books that are

classified as Challenge books. Students from Year 3 to Year 6 need to read 15 books, including at least 10 Challenge

books. All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier

and former Premiers.

To log in, go to the website vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au. Click ‘Sign In’ then click

‘VPRC login’. Each child has been sent home with their unique username and passcode.

This will take you to your child’s challenge dashboard. Here students will be able to search

for and add books that they have read and track their progress.

Happy reading!

Penny Fathers
Reading Challenge Coordinator



ICAS - Years 2 - 6
The International Competitions and Assessments for

Schools (ICAS) is a skill-based assessment program which

recognises and rewards student achievement. Students

from over 20 countries participate in ICAS. As usual,

MWHPS is offering testing in English, Mathematics,

Science and Digital Technologies for students in Years 2,

3, 4, 5 and 6.

All students receive a certificate with merits, credits, distinctions and high distinctions being

awarded to top performers. These competitions are completely optional and are in an online

format. They will be conducted at school during class time within the date ranges listed

below.

The cost of each competition is $19.25. You will need to pay for the competitions you wish

your child to complete via the online parent payment system. Please complete these

payments by Friday 22nd July.

Testing Dates:

Digital Technologies: 7 Aug – 11 Aug 2023

English: 14 Aug – 18 Aug 2023

Science: 21 Aug – 25 Aug 2023

Mathematics: 28 Aug – 1 Sept 2023

Please pay via the website https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps

Type in the school’s access code XCH180

CallumMarini
ICAS Coordinator

https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps


Parents Association News
The PA would like to thank all the Mother's Day stall helpers. We hope you enjoyed it.

Calling for more PA members!

We are looking for more people to join the Parents' Association.

The purpose of the PA is to help the school raise funds and plan fun activities for the students. We need more
parents to come up with fundraising ideas and help organise events. We generally meet up a couple of times per
term and divide the activities amongst us.

We would like to get fresh ideas and help so if you could make time to attend meetings or help organise
occasionally then that would be great.

Please consider joining the PA as without the extra help, it makes it harder to do all the things we'd like for the
school and our children.

If you're interested, then contact me directly: itslisawong@gmail.com.

Lisa Wong
Parents Association President



Around the Classes



Lunch time Clubs
Activity Day Time

Basketball Club Year 3 - 4 Monday recess

Art room for Art club all
years

Monday 1st half lunch

Chess - run by Kids
unlimited

Monday lunchtime

Basketball Club Year 5 -6 Tuesday recess

Sustainability members to
take compost bags to the

bins at lunchtime

Tuesday 1st half lunch

Music Club Years 4 - 6 Tuesday 1st half lunch

Taiko - Year 5 & 6 Wednesday 1st half lunch

SRC Thursday 1st half lunch

Sustainability Friday 1st half lunch

Recycle your Bread bags!!

Send in your empty bread bags and place them in our Wonder
Pink collection box. The more we collect, the more points we
earn to redeem new sports equipment! Our Pink box is up in
the school office.



Extend News




