Thursday 31st March, 2022

Principal’s Report
CROSS COUNTRY
Our SDSSA cross country event will be held early Term 2. As such we will
run our school cross country qualification on the last day of term. We like to
have all our students actively participating so our prep to year 2s will run
laps around the oval and our Year 3-6s will run a course that goes through
our school, down Solomon St, up Huntingdale Road and in through the
school gates. Students will not be crossing any roads and teachers will be
placed along the path. Our Year 3-6 students have the opportunity to be
selected (top 3 in each age group_ for the school's cross country team and
will compete at the SDSSA event on 20th May.
Our Year 4s have been exploring indigenous culture this term and would
like to fundraise for ANTaR. ANTaR is an organisation that supports the
justice, rights and respect for Australia’s First peoples. Therefore we are
requesting that children bring a gold coin, which will be donated to this
Charity.
From our Year 4’s_
“On the last day of term Friday 8th there will be a whole school cross country.
This term in inquiry we have been learning about Indigenous perspectives. As
a group we want to take action to include Indigenous peoples and their culture
in our community.
We would like your child to bring a gold coin on the last day of school to raise
money for a Indigenous charity called ANTaR. ANTaR is a charity that supports
the justice, rights and respect for Australia's First Peoples.
You can learn more about ANTaR by following the link https://antar.org.au/ or
search ANTaR on google.”

TEDDY BEARS PICNIC
Last Friday our Prep students brought their favourite teddy bears to school for a fun filled day. Students had the
opportunity to make lunch with their teddy bears, which was a paper pizza we made with 2D shapes.
The Preps were also involved in decorating teddy bear biscuits with icing and sprinkles, which they enjoyed eating
at the end of the school day.

TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE PROGRAM
This week the students have learned to manipulate their photographs and download their pictures from the 3D
cameras. Today they also explored lighting, colour saturation and histograms in preparation for building the virtual
tour next week.

FIRST AID TRAINING
Over the past couple of weeks our staff have participated in First Aid and CPR Training. It is fantastic to have so
many of our staff trained which makes camps and excursions safer for all involved.
INCURSIONS
We have been lucky to have had a smooth term with activities and events celebrated. Our Year 1 students had a
‘Light and Sound’ incursion last week and our Year 5/6s had an immigration incursion on Tuesday. Both of these
topics relate to our inquiry studies.

Year 5/6 Immigration Incursion

Year 1 Light and Sound Incursion

SDSSA ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
We wish all our Year 4-6 students all the best for tomorrow’s athletics carnival. It will be held at Bill Sewart
Athletics Track, Burwood East from 9.30am - 3pm. Parents are welcome to attend.
FINAL TERM ASSEMBLY
The final term assembly will be held at 9am. End of term awards are handed out during this event. Parents are
more than welcome to attend. As with all indoor events, parents need to be vaccinated. If you are unable to join in
person, you may like to join us online at: meet.google.com/myc-qpsx-gfn
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING & AGM
Our first school council meeting with new members will be held next Wednesday from 6-8pm. Our schools Annual
General Meeting (AGM) will be held from 6-7pm. The Annual General Meeting is a celebration of the
achievements made in 2021 and a brief overview of 2022. Parents are welcome to attend the AGM. If you would
like to come along, please let Louise or Julie know.
PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING
We only had a few parents express interest in being part of our Parents Association. We will meet online next
week to discuss Term 2 events. Details have been sent out today.

CLASSROOM REPS
Thank you to those parents who volunteered to be classroom representatives. We will meet online in the first
week of Term 2 to discuss the role and how classes can help support upcoming events. We still have a few
classes without a representative so please contact Julie or Louise in the office if you are interested. The classes
requiring a Rep are - Prep G, Prep K, 2D, 2T, 3D, 4K, 5/6M, 5/6D.
PLANNING WEEK
This week teachers have had the opportunity to plan for Term 2. They have reviewed assessment data and
curriculum standards and begun planning for the upcoming term. This is an essential practice that helps ensure
consistency and provides an opportunity for staff to co-create learning pathways.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos will be taken in the first week of Term Two on Thursday 28th April. Photo envelopes were sent
home with all students earlier in the week. Instructions on how to order are included in the envelope, and can be
found later in the newsletter. All credit card orders are to be done online. Envelopes only need to be returned to
the office if you are paying by cash. Sibling photo envelopes can be collected from the office.
LOST PROPERTY
We currently have a lot of unnamed jumpers and containers in our lost property. Please make sure you have a
look before the end of term, as any items not collected will be added to our second hand uniforms. Lost property
will be taken to the end of term assembly for parents to have a look through.
TUTORING TERM 2
Mrs Alicia Geddes will be taking long service leave for Term 2. As such, we would like to welcome Mrs Playstead
back to our school to run our tutoring program for two days. We would also like to welcome Mrs Rosemary
Gillespie (recently retired teacher from Wheelers Hill Primary School) to the tutoring position. Rosemary will share
this role with Lindsay for Term 2. We would like to wish Alicia all the very best for next term. She definitely
deserves a well earned break from teaching. Those participating in the tutoring program for Term 2 will be notified
next week.

END OF TERM
WOW! Term 1 has flown with so many events and experiences. We have had
- Swimming program
- Information Nights
- Think U Know student and parent sessions
- Curriculum Day - new writing approach
- SDSSA Summer Sports and Athletics Carnival
- Twilight Sports Carnival
- Year 4 and Year 2 Ceres excursions
- Year 1 Light and Sound incursion

-

Year 5/6 Immigration Incursion
Tech Challenge Program
John Monash Science Program
Harmony Day
Teddy Bears Picnic for our Preps
Victorian High Ability Program

-

First Aid training for staff

Great opportunities for all! Amongst all the activities, we have juggled staff and student absences and made it
through without returning to remote learning! Woo Hoo!

EARLY FINISH
Just a reminder that we finish at 2.30pm next Friday April 8.
Let’s celebrate…
● The opportunities and learning students have undertaken throughout the term
● Our preps for their very first term of school
● Our staff for being flexible and adaptable each and every week as we juggled absences. It has been a
constantly changing timetable!
● No remote learning this term!

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

Around the Classes
Year 5/6 Immigration Incursion
On the 29th of March Year 5/6 had an incursion about immigration and how Australia has evolved. We
completed many activities, starting with a whole class task in which we collected items that were specific
to an immigration group and year, and then we made a timeline to look at which nationalities of people
came to Australia in which time periods and why. These items included a potato to signify the Irish
immigration due to the potato famine, and a gold bar to signify the gold rush and the mass chinese
immigration.
We split into 4 groups and then did some activities. The first activity was when you had to complete the
graph about the population and percent of how many people came from overseas. The percent started at
30 then went to 5 because what is known as the White Australia Policy
Another task was when you had to try and pass the Australian Citizenship test and try the new questions
added to the test, which was surprisingly hard. To the point in which many of us were unable to pass the
test.
After that we did a puzzle where you created the flags of the immigrated countries and it would display
how many refugees each country around the world took in. We were surprised that Australia ranked 45th,
and that the majority of the top 10 were in the Middle East and Africa.
Our final task was Immigration Bingo which consisted of
some cards that had clues about famous or sort-of famous
people who have immigrated to Australia, and the group
had to guess who the famous person was on their bingo
card and the winner was who got 4 in a row first. Some
interesting people we learnt were immigrants are Julia
Gillard, Usman Khawaja, Anh Do, Guy Sebastian & many
more.
Overall it was a really interesting day in which we learnt a
lot of information about the immigration journeys of many
people to Australia.
By Yug, Alexis and Junsu

Lunchtime Clubs
Hey kids!
Lunchtime clubs are up and running. Come along and learn some new skills or practice some old ones.
Basketball Club
When: Every Monday first half of lunch
What: Basketball games and activities
Who: Alternating weeks of 3/4 and 5/6 and anyone can join
Mr D's basketball club will focus on getting everyone involved in lunchtime
physicality and team building skills. It will encourage students to stay active during
the day and also help them improve basic skills such as dribbling, passing and
shooting.
Chess club
When: Every Thursday Years 3-6, Friday Years Prep - 2 first half of lunch
What: Chess games and learning how to play
Who: open to everyone
We will be learning how to play the game of chess, new moves, and have fun
playing against each other.
Yoga Club
When: Every Tuesday first half of lunch
What: Yoga
Who: open to everyone
Mrs Loria will teach you different shapes and games using balance as well as
learning to focus and calm down with our breath.

RECYCLE YOUR OLD PENS AND
MARKERS WITH US!
In conjunction with Officeworks our sustainability team has
started a new initiative to recycle old pens and markers.
Students and families are able to bring in their old pens and
markers and place them in the collection bin in the office.
These will then be recycled and kept out of landfill. Items
that can be recycled include highlighters, pens and
markers/textas.

Extend News

Secondary School Open Days

We are inviting online registration for your current Grade 6 students for the ACE Program - Accelerated Curriculum
and Enrichment Program (an approved SEAL program) in 2023 at www.ashwood.vic.edu.au or directly via Edutest
here: https://aus.edutest.com.au/D/?t=2NXS3I70
We would like to encourage your talented Grade 6 students to place an online application for a Scholarship in one or
more of the following categories:
·

Sporting Excellence

- Academic

·

Performing Arts

- Instrumental Music

Applications can be made online at www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

- Leaders & Community Spirit

Mount Waverley Secondary College will begin Junior Campus Tours from Week 1, Term 2. Dates and times
will be available on our website in the next few weeks.

