Thursday 24th March, 2022

Principal’s Report
TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE PROGRAM
Our technology challenge program kicked off today. The students had the
opportunity to work with Greg from Datacom to gain an understanding of
how virtual tours are created. We used maps of Scotchman’s Creek to
identify photography points and became familiar with 3D cameras. We
were then off to Scotchman’s Creek to undertake the first round of
photography.

HARMONY DAY
Thank you to everyone who dressed up for Harmony Day. It was lovely to
see traditional costumes alongside those dressed in their countries'
colours. Melbourne is a mixing pot of ethnic backgrounds and it is
wonderful to celebrate so many different cultures. Thank you to our SRC
for coordinating this event.

NAPLAN RESULTS
Finally our NAPLAN 2021 results have been released. Congratulations to all our Year 3s and Year 5s.
Reading Data - Year 3 above state, similar and network schools

Math Data - Year 3s above state and similar schools and equal to our network

Whilst the ‘My Schools’ home page was not showing any green for our Year 3s, they are still performing better or
equal to our network. Please keep in mind that our network is one of the highest performing areas in Victoria and
Australia.Year 3 students across the country tend to do better on NAPLAN than any other year level across our
education system. As students move to higher year levels, the demands and sophistication of the learning
increases. It becomes much harder to do well.

Reading & Numeracy Data - Year 5 - Well above state and similar schools. Grammar results were above too

Reading Data - Year 5s above state and similar schools and slightly below our network

Maths Data - year 5s well above all other measures - including our network

CLASS AWARDS
It was wonderful to be able to hold our assembly in person again. Congratulations to all our award winners:.
Class Awards:
Prep J - Amara C & Allegra K
Prep G - Quentin I & Yasmine H

2T - Kamal A & Pippa S
3D - Elle L & Jacob P

Prep K - Zavier K & Aalia E
1D - Kadhir B & Aiden A
1J - Veera B & Charlotte C
1M - Sammy P & Ellen P
2D - Lara A & Francesco G
2M - Georgia B & Logan S

3M - Audrey C & Hiyori O
4F - Madeline C & Sid D
4K - Noah F & Madison B
5/6C - Lucia B & Alrazza M
5/6D - Eleni S & Sophie M
5/6M - Alexander H & Lila R

Specialist Awards:
Art - Jaanvika A & Olivia K
Japanese - Romeo Z & Neil B
Music - Lyna A & Jacob S
PE - Jax T & Emma T

Let’s celebrate…
● All our award winners
● The start of our challenge technology program

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
As part of our commitment and approach to Wellbeing, we are excited to bring The Resilience Project into
our school community and implement their wellbeing curriculum throughout our classrooms. We are also
very grateful to Jellis Craig for paying for the program for our school. We see the Resilience Project
complimenting what we already have in place
Current research tells us:
● 1 in 4 adolescents have a mental illness.
● 1 in 7 primary school students have a mental illness.
● 1 in 5 adults will experience mental ill-health throughout the year.
● 65% of adolescents do not seek help for mental illness
The Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and provides evidence-based, practical
strategies to support positive mental health and build resilience. Programs include stories and research on
how we can build mental health in our day to day lives, and support the mental health of the children in our
care.
We understand that as primary carers, you have an essential role to play in building positive mental health
with your children. Through this program, teachers and students will engage in weekly lessons and activities
around the key principles of Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness (GEM) to build resilience. To support what
we’re doing in the classroom, you will receive Take it Home Activities from the classroom teacher as well as
other pieces of information designed to build your own confidence around resilience, and give you ideas to
help your children and their mental health throughout the year.
The Resilience Project’s School Program has been evaluated by the University of Melbourne, with parents
observing positive changes in how children handled home situations.
The evaluation also demonstrated the program had targeted benefits in building:
● Children’s use of daily gratitude strategies and their sense of gratitude.
● Confidence and self-esteem, especially in relation to their peer relationships.
● Relationships at school and home.
● Knowledge and ability to express emotions.
● More supportive classroom environments.
Feel free to learn more about The Resilience Project by exploring the ideas, activities and resources which
bring Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness (GEM) to life on TRP@HOME.

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

SRC News
Harmony Day
Harmony day lets us celebrate different cultures and backgrounds. On Monday 21st
March we celebrated this day at Mount Waverley Heights Primary School. Harmony
Day is about respecting each other and helping us to love and appreciate the
diversity in our country.
It was wonderful to see so many in our community dressing up in their cultural dress
or the flag colours of their cultures. We enjoyed learning a new language everyday of
the week and deepening our connection with our school community.

Around the Classes

Lunchtime Clubs
Hey kids!
Lunchtime clubs are up and running. Come along and learn some new skills or practice some old ones.
Basketball Club
When: Every Monday first half of lunch
What: Basketball games and activities
Who: Alternating weeks of 3/4 and 5/6 and anyone can join
Mr D's basketball club will focus on getting everyone involved in lunchtime
physicality and team building skills. It will encourage students to stay active during
the day and also help them improve basic skills such as dribbling, passing and
shooting.
Chess club
When: Every Thursday Years 3-6, Friday Years Prep - 2 first half of lunch
What: Chess games and learning how to play
Who: open to everyone
We will be learning how to play the game of chess, new moves, and have fun
playing against each other.
Yoga Club
When: Every Tuesday first half of lunch
What: Yoga
Who: open to everyone
Mrs Loria will teach you different shapes and games using balance as well as
learning to focus and calm down with our breath.

RECYCLE YOUR OLD PENS AND
MARKERS WITH US!
In conjunction with Officeworks our sustainability team has
started a new initiative to recycle old pens and markers.
Students and families are able to bring in their old pens and
markers and place them in the collection bin in the office.
These will then be recycled and kept out of landfill. Items
that can be recycled include highlighters, pens and
markers/textas.

Extend News

Secondary School Open Days

We are inviting online registration for your current Grade 6 students for the ACE Program - Accelerated Curriculum
and Enrichment Program (an approved SEAL program) in 2023 at www.ashwood.vic.edu.au or directly via Edutest
here: https://aus.edutest.com.au/D/?t=2NXS3I70
We would like to encourage your talented Grade 6 students to place an online application for a Scholarship in one or
more of the following categories:
·

Sporting Excellence

- Academic

·

Performing Arts

- Instrumental Music

Applications can be made online at www.ashwood.vic.edu.au

- Leaders & Community Spirit

Mount Waverley Secondary College will begin Junior Campus Tours from week 1, term 2. Dates and times
will be available on our website in the next few weeks.

