Thursday 10th March, 2022

Principal’s Report
AUSSIE OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Oliver from 1J who was
the first recipient of our ‘Aussie of the
Week’ award. Oliver received this award
for being a responsible member of his
classroom. He displays a quiet, calm, and
unassuming demeanour. Oliver has shown
increased growth in confidence and work
endeavours. Within the classroom, he has
an excellent attitude to all learning tasks
and has developed a mature and
responsible approach to his work.
Congratulations and keep up the great work Oliver!

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION
Congratulations to the following people who have been elected to School
Council
- Ariella Aarons
- Anna Rentoulis
- Ben Duan
- Katherine Anderson
Thank you to all the parents who elected to be part of the MWHPS Council.
It was fantastic to have such interest.

TWILIGHT SPORTS - 5pm - 7.30pm
Twilight sports is just around the corner. It is a fun community event that
celebrates and promotes unity through sporting activities. We are
encouraging families to dress in their child/children's house colour.

Sausages, drinks and Quelch icy-poles will be available to purchase. However, feel free to pack a picnic
(bring picnic rug, chairs, drinks, food, etc) and join in the fun. Students will rotate around a variety of sporting
activities and earn points for their house. At the end of the night we will be able to announce the Twilight Sports
winners!

Thank you to all the parents who have volunteered to assist at our Twilight Sports BBQ. Julie will be in touch
this week to let you know your roles and allocated time slots.
COVID UPDATE
I definitely spoke too soon in regards to the number of covid cases at MWHPS. We have had significant outbreaks
in the Year 5/6 and Year 4 areas. Please keep your child at home if symptomatic. Students are testing positive
days after symptoms. When students attend school with symptoms (although initial RAT tests were negative), they
have generously already passed on the virus. Whilst students will bounce back quite quickly, we need to slow the
spread, so that our teachers don’t all become positive at once. It is about protecting the staff, so that the school
can run effectively.

- If volunteering your time to read with students, please make sure you are wearing a mask. This is inline
with Department guidelines
- As of the 25th March all parents who are working onsite with the children must have had their 3rd dose
of the COVID vaccine. Please provide an updated certificate to the office.

CLASS WORK FOR THOSE ISOLATING/RECOVERING
Please note that teachers are unable to run both in person and online lessons.They are also unable to plan
activities for both ways of learning. What they can do is collect the worksheets (if they have used these) and email
them to families. They are also ensuring that students have access to a range of platforms e.g. Google
Classroom, Active Learn, My Numeracy and My Literacy, etc. Depending on the year level will depend on the
platforms. If your child is unwell, they should take the time off school to get better.
PROCESS FOR MANAGING BEHAVIOURS
A couple of weeks ago, I wrote about managing small issues and utilising the ‘emotional thermometer’. We are
finding students to be far more physical at the moment. I always say to our incoming prep parents, that it takes us
around 6 months to train up our prep boys to play without pushing, shoving, tackling, etc. However, it is not just
the preps that are more physical, it has also been students across other year levels. We don't accept any physical
behaviours.The staff have a ‘Managing Behaviours Flow Chart’ as part of our School Wide Positive Behaviours
approach. Students will be asked to walk with the yard duty teacher (if low level aggression was demonstrated),
will be removed from the yard (mid level aggression), only allowed to play in supervised areas (mid - high levels of
aggression), spend time inside at the office to reduce the amount of time out at play (mid-high levels of
aggression) or will be suspended (high level violence). Generally, we are addressing low and mid level
behaviours. The age of the children is also taken into consideration when implementing a consequence. Parents
of both the instigator and the victim will be contacted. We then work with the instigator around appropriate
behaviours, triggers, how to deal with emotions (particularly anger) and what they will try to implement if they
begin to feel angry next time. Monitoring and checking in with students helps to remind them of the strategies
discussed. Please note that it does take staff some time to investigate. We always listen to all the children
involved. We look for commonalities in the retell of an incident. As mentioned previously, the truth will often lie
somewhere in between everyones’ side of the story. At times everyone is retelling the incident in the same way
and it is very easy to follow up. These are definitely more rare!
Alongside these strategies our teachers are promoting positive behaviours with class dojo awards, explicitly
teaching wellbeing lessons (around emotional regulation, working out conflicts, handling difficult situations) and
constantly referring back to our school expectations - whether that is through the wellbeing program or by making
connections through other curriculum areas such as English and Personal and Social Capability.
What can you do at home?
Bringing up children is a shared responsibility and children thrive when parents and the teachers are on the same
page. We would really appreciate your support by discussing the incident with your child and deciding on an
appropriate consequence - if appropriate (e.g. writing an apology, missing out on tech time, etc). We would also
strongly encourage parents to utilise the flow chart strategy (shared with you in our newsletter a couple of week’s

ago) outlining all the possible actions and their corresponding consequences. These really help children to
understand that they have control over their actions and behaviours.
Please make sure that you encourage your child to report any physical incidences to the teacher on duty or their
classroom teacher. Sometimes we are finding out about incidences days later. It is very difficult to follow these up,
as students forget the details.

CLASS AWARDS
At our Assembly this week we congratulated our students who received their class award
Class Awards:
Prep J - Terron P & Ji-Woo K
Prep G - Sharon T & Jackson R
Prep K - Ava C & Ari R
1D - Alisha AN & Lyna A
1J - William K & Sreyash S
1M - James L & Sophie P
2D - Rickson L & Mira B
2M - Jax T & Aanya J

2T - George K & Smera A
3D - Samudi D & Mark R
3M - Theo R & Ethan
4F - Matthew C & Henry T
4K - Jake M & Aarna M
5/6C - Ridhaan S & Emma H
5/6D - Robert H & Leisha I
5/6M - Kara L & Lauren K

Specialist Awards:
Art - Sawa N & Aadi J
Japanese - Camellia G & Harry B
Music - Kian D & Isabella E
PE - Amelia P & Lucas J
We know that receiving the first award is perhaps the most special moment for prep parents. So at our next in
person assembly, we will present the awards to our preppies who didn’t have the opportunity to receive theirs in
front of the whole school.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Just a reminder that Monday is a public holiday. No students attend school on this day.
Let’s celebrate…
● Thank you to the Wong family for the large donation of hand sanitiser, this is definitely something we are
going through quickly
● All the volunteers who have nominated to assist at next week’s Twilight Sports event.
● A long weekend! Enjoy

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
CURRICULUM UPDATE
The year 5/6 students have been looking at microorganisms as part of their biological science unit.
The students had to observe, taste and record information about different types of bread. They then shared and
discussed their observations. The lesson also aimed to capture students’ interest and find out what they think they
know about bread, the bread-making process and the yeast microorganism, and to elicit students’ questions about
yeast. Students used their senses of sight, touch, smell and taste in making their observations.

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

Technology News
ThinkUKnow Student Cyber Safety Sessions
Over the last week our Year 3 - 6 students have participated in Cyber Safety workshops presented by Victoria Police
Youth Liaison Officers through the ThinkUKnow programme. Each class has had the opportunity to learn about what to
do to maintain their safety online and what it means to be a good digital citizen.
Topics covered have included:
●

What do you use the internet for?

●

Before watching videos online always ask an Adult to check the ratings and why that is important.

●

Why it's important not to provide personal information when signing up for apps or games (always create an
unusual username or nickname and don't use your real name)

●

What is the legal age to have online accounts? (13+)

●

Being careful when taking photos - make sure that they don't have your name, school uniform or logos, or other
ways that people can identify you or your location.

●

Being careful who you talk to online - only talk to people you have met in person and play games in single
player mode or with friends you know in person.

●

Making sure that your social media settings are switched to private, block and report users who aren't nice

●

There is always someone you can talk to if you need help - a parent, a teacher, a trusted adult, or kids help line

●

Always communicate respectfully online - be a good digital citizen.

The students asked some great questions during their sessions and gained a terrific understanding of their
responsibilities online and what to do if they are concerned about something that they experience online. While this
information is fresh in their minds, it would be a great time to start a conversation with them about what they have
learned so that they can share it with you. The key to helping your children stay safe online is to establish regular
discussions about the games and programs that they are using.

Mrs Claire Furlong
Digital Technologies Leader

Art News

Year 5/6 Doodle for Google Competition!

This year the Grade 5 and 6 Art Classes have taken part in the "Doodle for Google" artwork competition. Each student
had to design and draw an artwork which incorporated the Google letters and addressed the theme "I care for myself
by..."
Entries were judged on the following 3 criteria by the Australian Google for Education Team:
1. Artistic merit
2. Creativity
3. Effective communication of the theme
We were very lucky to be able to have Kimberley Hall and Chris Harte from the Australian Google for Education team
come out last Thursday and choose 5 finalists from each of the three Year 5/6 classes to be sent on to the Sydney
office for final judging by their Visual Arts specialist Chris Betcher.
Kimberley and Chris had a very difficult time narrowing down over 70 entries to just 5 from each class, as all of our
students had done an amazing job! There were some very creative ideas that came through, and some amazing artistic
skills on display!
The 15 entries chosen as finalists were:
Yug, Stephanie, Zoe P, Jaap, Roopy, Nicholas, Bradley, Lucia, Eleni, Nuzhat, Lauren, Samuel P, Nathan, Nela and
Filippe,
The final winners will be announced at our next in person Assembly and all of the artworks are on display in the Art
Room.
Congratulations to all of the 5/6 students for their outstanding efforts!

Mrs Claire Furlong
Arts Coordinator

Around the classes

Year 4 Excursion to CERES

Year 4 students had a fantastic day last Friday on their Indigenous Perspectives excursion to CERES
Environmental Park in Brunswick. Students spent the day participating in a range of traditional activities and
learning about Indigenous Culture. Some of the highlights were painting traditional Wurundjeri symbols on
our arms with ochre, dressing up and role playing the Dreamtime story of Tiddalick and getting to taste some
delicious bush tucker in the form of Lemon Myrtle, River Mint and Salt Bush leaves. Who knew they would be
so tasty? It was also wonderful to meet Aunty Cathy, a proud Gunaikurnai woman, who led some of the
activities on the day.

Sport News
Twilight Sports
Our whole school community event this term will be the Twilight Sports. This will be held on
Wednesday 16th March between 5:00pm -7:00pm. With events running from 5:30 - 7:00pm. It will
involve students competing in running races, hurdles, discus, javelin, relays and novelty races in
their house teams. Students will spend some class time going through these different events so
that they know what to expect on the night. There will also be activities for the parents to get
involved in too!
Families are welcome to arrive from 5:00pm to have a picnic prior to the events. Each student has
a designated house and it is suggested that students wear their house colours on the night.
The PA will be running a sausage sizzle, with drinks and Quelch icy poles also being sold on
the night.
If you have any further questions or queries please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Thanks
Mrs Kate Black

Lunch time Clubs
Hey kids!
Lunchtime clubs are up and running. Come along and learn some new skills or practice some old ones.
Basketball Club
When: Every Monday first half of lunch
What: Basketball games and activities
Who: Alternating weeks of 3/4 and 5/6 and anyone can join
Mr D's basketball club will focus on getting everyone involved in lunchtime
physicality and team building skills. It will encourage students to stay active during
the day and also help them improve basic skills such as dribbling, passing and
shooting.
Chess club
When: Every Thursday first half of lunch
What: Chess games and learning how to play
Who: open to everyone
We will be learning how to play the game of chess, new moves, and have fun
playing against each other.
Yoga Club
When: Every Tuesday first half of lunch
What: Yoga
Who: open to everyone
Mrs Loria will teach you different shapes and games using balance as well as
learning to focus and calm down with our breath.

RECYCLE YOUR OLD PENS AND
MARKERS WITH US!
In conjunction with Officeworks our sustainability team has
started a new initiative to recycle old pens and markers.
Students and families are able to bring in their old pens and
markers and place them in the collection bin in the office.
These will then be recycled and kept out of landfill. Items
that can be recycled include highlighters, pens and
markers/textas.

Extend News

