Thursday 10 February, 2022

Principal’s Report
THINKUKNOW CYBER SAFETY PARENT SESSION
THU Feb 17 @ 7pm
ThinkUKnow Australia is a cyber
safety education program that
educates parents, carers and
teachers of how people are using
technology, the challenges they may
face online, and how to help them
overcome these in a safe and ethical
way. ThinkUKnow Australia is a
partnership between the
Australian Federal Police, Microsoft
Australia, Datacom and the
Commonwealth Bank. The
presentation covers issues relating to
children and young peoples’ privacy
and security online, their relationships with other users and their online
reputation. It provides insight into the devices young people are using, as
well as the popular websites, apps and social networking sites they’re
accessing.
All parents are welcome, but this is an event our Years 3-6 parents
should not miss!
Please note that this is an ADULTS ONLY event due to the sensitive
nature of information that may be discussed.

Please confirm your attendance at the parent information session by completing the following
Google form: https://forms.gle/G3oQvk28KU4nFnbi8

Parents must confirm their attendance via the above link in order to attend, as we are limited in
the number of people in the PAC due to COVID density limits.
Please RSVP by Monday 14th February.
INFORMATION NIGHTS
Thank you to all our parents who joined us online or in person for our Information Nights this week. We hope
these provided greater clarity and understanding of the year ahead. The slides for the presentations will be shared
with you shortly.
WELCOME PREP BBQ
Whilst the weather threatened our event, we did manage to hold our
Prep BBQ. I know our preps loved the jumping castle! Thank you to
all the parents who attended and to our prep team for organising this
event.

SWIMMING
We definitely have had perfect weather for our swimming program. Swimming is such an essential skill for all
Australians but the program offers much more. Students are connecting with one another in a fun environment,
learning to be responsible for their items, organising themselves and challenging themselves to learn new skills.
Monash University swimming pool have been great in identifying students' swimming level and confidence in the
water. We look forward to another 4 days of swimming next week.
Reminder: No swimming on Fridays

CAR PARK REMINDER
With close to 350 students this year, which is an increase of around 50 families, you will find our surrounding
streets more crowded. It is best to arrive a little earlier, park in the surrounding streets and walk into the school
grounds.This is the safest and quickest way to get to school on time.
Last week we handed out information on how to safely use our car park. We still have cars speeding down
Solomon St, cars trying to overtake other cars who are waiting to enter the school grounds, students not getting
out of the car in the drop off bay and students not using the crossing when leaving our school premises. It is really
important that we are all making good choices. Teachers will be reinforcing safe practices in their classrooms over
the coming week.

CURRICULUM DAY
Friday 18 February is our Curriculum Day. Extend have confirmed that they will be running a full day program. To
book care for the day please click on the following link
https://www.extend.com.au/school/mount-waverley-heights-primary-school/

MEDICAL NEEDS
If your child has special medical needs – allergies, anaphylaxis, asthma etc. – please ensure the school has an
up-to-date record of this. In particular with regard to anaphylaxis, asthma and allergies, we require the Action Plan
from your family doctor. It is vital that we meet our duty of care requirements and these medical plans are an
important way to ensure your child’s safety.

Students across the school have a variety of allergies. You may have received a notice earlier this week, if there is
a child in your child's/children’s class that has a particular allergy, please ensure that you avoid sending these
foods to school, so that we can reduce the possibility of a reaction.

REMINDER: NO NUTS AT SCHOOL PLEASE. This includes peanut butter and nutella spreads.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Just a reminder that School Council nomination forms can still be collected from the office but must be

returned by 4pm tomorrow. On Monday 21 February a list of candidates and nominators will be posted.
PARENT - TEACHER CHAT
On Tuesday February 22 we will be offering parents an opportunity to meet with their child’s classroom teacher to
share vital information about their child’s learning requirements and provide parents with an opportunity to discuss
any concerns regarding their child’s academic, social and emotional development. In some cases a parent sharing
relevant background information such as a child’s academic strengths, their social and emotional competencies,
their family circumstances or medical/health information, can be invaluable to a teacher catering for a child in their
care. Information regarding the exchange night has been distributed this week. The online booking system
will be used again this year, through Sentral.
SPORTS UNIFORM YEARS 3-6
We have expanded the sports uniform to Year 3/4 levels from 2022 onwards. P-2 will follow the following year. It
will be far more comfortable for students during Physical Education lessons if they are dressed in appropriate
wear. It also means that you get a longer wear out of the sports uniform.
Items can be purchased from the PSW shop in Glen Waverley.
CONGRATULATIONS!
I would like to congratulate Mrs Laura Weston and her husband Colin who are expecting baby number 2. Lovely to
celebrate such positive news! Laura will begin maternity leave towards the end of Term 2.

Let’s celebrate…
●
●

Being able to run events with parents onsite!
Our preps for surviving their first full week of school

●

Almost all of our students attending swimming lessons

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
WELCOME PREP BBQ
Thank you to our Prep Team for putting on an amazing Prep Welcome BBQ last night. It was a great evening
with lots of families in attendance. Our prep BBQ is a great way for people to meet each other and make new
connections.

Classroom Helpers Course Wednesday 16 Feb 2.45pm in the PAC

If you are interested in helping with reading
in the classroom or volunteering as part of
an incursion/ excursion or camp, this
course will help outline your role.
Requirements change year to year, so if
you have done this course previously there
will be some new information. It will also
outline OHS and child safe requirements.
Please RSVP your attendance via the
following link:
https://forms.gle/y4BjUnZG63xgezwJ6

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

PE News
We have had a wonderful start to the swimming classes at
Monash University Pool. The children have all enjoyed the
classes, it has been wonderful to have so many of our
students participate in the program.
Next week on Tuesday there will be a Water Safety day.
Students are asked to bring with them shorts and t-shirt to
wear in the water, and they will not need to bring goggles.

Literacy News
For those who don’t know me, my name is Emma Thomas and I am the Leading Teacher at Mount Waverley
Heights. My role is to coordinate how the Literacy and Numeracy programs run within our school, and I work
closely with all the classroom teachers to support and develop these programs.
Every once in a while I’ll be adding to the weekly newsletter with updates on what is happening in these areas, as
well as offering some advice on things you can do at home to support your child/ren with their Literacy and
Numeracy learning.
This week I’m going to focus on Literacy and in particular, reading.
Your child/ren would have begun to bring home readers as part of their homework this week. Here are some facts
about our take home readers:
- Books read at home are for students to practise their reading fluency and build their confidence, therefore
the books brought home may be at a level that is below your child’s actual reading level. We generally
save the more challenging reads for at school where your child’s teacher can work with and support them.
- Reading is not just about reading the words, but understanding what is happening in a text. In fact, this is
our end goal! When we assess a student's reading capabilities, we assess both their ability to read the
words, but also a big part of the assessment is to determine if they have understood what they have just
read. A student's comprehension will play a part in the level of the book they bring home.
- Reading every day will help your child in every area of their schooling. It builds their vocabulary,
understanding of the world and links directly to writing skills. Encouraging your child to read daily is a
fantastic way to support your child with their schooling. Setting up a daily routine will ensure reading
remains a priority.

-

Once children get to the senior school, they might not read their books aloud to you, however, this doesn’t
mean you can’t get involved in their reading. Asking them questions about what they are reading will help
to build their comprehension skills. Below are some questions you could ask your child.

Before Reading
●

What do you think this book
is about? Why do you think
that?

●

What type of book do you
think this is? (fiction,
non-fiction, or genre- crime,
adventure, fairy tale etc.)

●

-

Do you know this author?
Have you read anything else
by them?

During Reading

After Reading

●

What do you think might
happen next?

●

What did you enjoy about
the book? Why?

●

What just happened and why
do you think that happened?

●

Who was your favourite
character? Why?

●

What could that word mean?

●

Who was your least favourite
character? Why?

●

How do you think the story
might end?

●

What is something you
learnt? (non-fiction texts)

●

Does this book remind you
of another book? How so?

Finally, please find some tips below on how you can help your child at home with their oral reading.

Emma Thomas
Leading Teacher

Tutoring program
The tutoring groups have been working hard, and Mrs Geddes was
particularly impressed with the Year 3 students’ writing this week. They were
asked to persuade each other what would be the worst pet. They only had 5
minutes to write one reason, and expand on that reason by adding details.
Here are some examples!

A Cat is the worst pet. You could get hurt by getting scratched. It could leave a
mark on your body. You may die! How would you feel if you got scratched by a
cat? Hmm?! - Samhith I
A frog is slimy. Your hands will get slimy so you can’t pat it. Slime will get on the
floor! It will jump on your bed and slime will get on your bed! - Nikita H
A pet cow in your home will crash stuff, you need a farm. It is not fun having
cows inside when you are trying to play and if you try to throw a ball it will stay
there. The cow can go to the toilet on the bed and everywhere and when you
try to save money it can go to the toilet on it so don’t get a cow! - Jessica W

Miss Peppercorn school lunches are available online every Thursday!

RECYCLE YOUR OLD PENS AND
MARKERS WITH US!
In conjunction with Officeworks our sustainability team has
started a new initiative to recycle old pens and markers.
Students and families are able to bring in their old pens and
markers and place them in the collection bin in the office.
These will then be recycled and kept out of landfill. Items
that can be recycled include highlighters, pens and
markers/textas.

