Thursday 2nd December, 2021

Principal’s Report
COVID CASES
Our local Secondary Schools have had a range of positive cases across year
levels. Recently, a local Secondary School held an assembly with all students,
which sparked a covid breakout. The school did nothing wrong - as guidelines
from the Department of Education allowed whole school assemblies. It just
meant that the whole school closed. As many of our students have siblings at
Secondary School, the risk to our students testing positive increases. We do
have older siblings who have returned positive test results, which means some
of our students are isolating. Can I thank all families for responding so quickly
by keeping their child at home. Can I please urge all families to ensure that
they contact us ASAP if a family member tests positive. This allows us to put
additional procedures in place to reduce mixing between cohorts.
We have some great end of year celebrations coming up including graduation,
camps and our Year 6 Fun Day. By families reacting quickly and taking
precautionary measures, we are hoping that all students will be able to attend.
It would be devastating to have a covid case in Years 3-6 that puts our camps
and celebrations at risk.

FINAL WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY - Mon December 6 @9.15am
To reduce the risk of a covid outbreak prior to the upcoming celebrations, we
have decided to only have Year 3-6 students at our final assembly. Children in
P-2 will be watching the assembly from their classrooms. Vaccinated parents in
Years 3-6 are welcome to attend the final assembly.
At this assembly we will be handing out our Year 6 Awards and
welcoming our new school leaders for 2022.

INQUIRY
A few weeks ago, I mentioned the amazing work of our year 3/4s in creating outstanding projects. I would also
like to acknowledge our Year 5/6s. Their creative ideas - trialling biodegradable plastic, using algae as an energy
source, finding ways to reduce waste, writing to the Prime Minister urging a response to the climate crisis were
brilliant. At Monday’s assembly we acknowledged those efforts and presented awards not just for the overall
‘Best of Show’ prize but also to the teams that collaborated well and showed excellent resilience skills. Well done
to all involved.

PORTABLES
We have been in discussion with the Department of Education regarding additional portables for 2022. Our
application had been submitted earlier this term. With no definite response either way, we have a series of
different plans depending on whether we receive 1 portable, 2 portables or no portables. Even if we are
successful, the likelihood of receiving a portable prior to 2022 is slim. It is more likely to come at the beginning of
Term 2. As such, we need to start the year in a similar way to 2021. With a classroom in the middle space of
Building B and a classroom in the library. Not ideal but we can make it work. Having smaller class sizes is a
much better option than having classes that start with 30 students.
MOVING WEEK - The next fortnight
This week we have begun moving classes and teachers to their new spots for 2022. Whilst we are still awaiting
news about portables, we have decided to set up (as if we will not be getting a portable) as there is not enough
time to wait and see! The move will take a couple of weeks. Prep to Year 1 will remain where they are in the new
building. Year 2’s will be moving to Building B with the Year 3’s. Year 4’s will be moving to the library/classroom
area and Year 5/6 will be moving to the portables.
PLANNING WEEK
Teacher’s have been released this week and will be released next week to begin their 2022 planning. It has been
fantastic to have our new teachers participate in this planning day too.
NUMBERS 2022
We are expecting to have around 350 students next year. Another big increase from 2021. In 2023 we will be
looking at reducing our prep intake and only accepting in zone enrolments and siblings. Whilst we love 3 classes
at each year level, the Department won’t support our growth until we hit 80-85% of preps in zone. In 2022, we
had 72% of preps in the zone. In 2022 (as per 2021) we will only be accepting in zone enrolments in Years 3-6.
CHROMEBOOKS - YEARS 5-6
We have had a number of chromebooks returned from remote learning with screens broken, keys missing,
headphone connections jammed and in a filthy state (crumbs wedged between keys and screens and keyboards
filthy.) As you are aware, devices are expensive. Parents will be asked to contribute to the costs of fixing the
devices when returned in this manner. All chromebooks will remain at school from Friday and assessed by our
technician. Please ensure that the chromebook and the charger are returned.
INTERNAL TRANSITION
Next Wednesday, students will be meeting their classroom teacher and peer group for 2022! This will take place
between 11.30 and 12.15pm. We are lucky to have all our new staff join us for the day too!
PREP TRANSITION SESSION 3 - FRIDAY DEC 3 (2.30-3.15pm)
Our third session for our new preps will be held this Friday. At this week’s parent session, Extend will speak
about the OSHC program and we will discuss uniform options. I will also be taking parents for a quick school
tour.

SCHOOL LEVIES
An outline of school levies and your families credit amount has been distributed this week. Levies are due by
17th February 2022. Please get in contact with Louise should you like to establish a payment plan.
What has changed?

Due to the global pandemic we will be asking parents to ‘pay as you go’ for extra curricular activities for the
2022 school year. This will avoid the school needing to pay back the cost of cancelled incursions/excursions
or sporting events. In 2022, payments and permissions for extra curricular items and activities will be done
through Sentral.
SPORTS UNIFORM YEARS 3-6
We have decided to expand the sports uniform to Year 3/4 levels from 2022 onwards. P-2 will follow the
following year. It will be far more comfortable for students during Physical Education lessons if they are
dressed in appropriate wear.
LOST PROPERTY
We currently have a lot of school jackets and containers in lost property with no names on them. Please come
and have a look through to see if any might belong to your child. We will also have items on display at the final
assembly on Monday 6th December and on the last day of term.
MASKS
Just a reminder that primary School students (years 3-6) are still required to wear masks indoors. We have had
a lot of students coming to the office to request masks. We have a small supply of masks but cannot always be
available to hand out extras to students. Please remember to pack a mask for your child each day.
WHAT AM I GRATEFUL FOR?
My positive for this week…
- Finally seeing my son’s school production on Monday, after being postponed three times. It was
fantastic!
- That I will be finally seeing the hairdresser on Saturday after 3 cancellations! Woohoo!
Let’s celebrate…
● Our Inquiry ‘Best of Show’ teams. Congratulations to Year 3/4 Neil B, Sahil S and Milton S and Year 5/6
Aayati D, Lara H, Stephanie N and Sophia R
● All the wonderful inquiry projects
● Wishing all those families celebrating Hanukkah a "Happy Hanukkah".

Sharon Reisss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
ASSEMBLIES ARE BACK!
Another week and another assembly done and dusted. Although we had to make some changes to our
assembly this week, given a number of covid outbreaks around us, our students, staff and community took
this all in their stride and delivered yet another amazing assembly. Our captains did a fantastic job and it
was great to see them presenting in person again. Also for those of you who have been asking, Mrs Reiss
Stone and I would be happy to bring back our polls should there be a large amount of requests for it!!

PARENT HELPER THANK YOU
Around this time of year we usually hold our Parent
Helpers Morning Tea to say thank you to all the parents,
carers, grandparents and helpers that we have come into
our school to help the students. Unfortunately due to
covid we will not be running the morning tea this year,
however we do want to say thank you to everyone who
volunteers their time to help around our school. From the
parents who have helped with reading, to community
events and with watering our gardens and planting…

Thank you!!
Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

In conjunction with Officeworks our
sustainability team has started a new
initiative to recycle old pens and
markers. Students and families are
able to bring in their old pens and
markers and place them in the
collection bin in the office. These will
then be recycled and kept out of
landfill. Items that can be recycled
include highlighters, pens and
markers/textas.

Extend News

