Thursday 21st October, 2021

Principal’s Report
STAGGERED RETURN
It was fantastic to see our Preps return to school this week and we couldn’t
believe how well they settled back into routines. They absolutely loved racing
around the playground and playing with their friends.
Years 1/2s returned to onsite learning today and we will be welcoming our Year
5/6s back tomorrow. There was a definite buzz in the air!
After careful consideration, we would like to change the pick up routine for our
Year 1 families. As per newsletter outline last week, we would like all Year 1
students to walk into the school grounds unaccompanied. Our Year 1 teachers
will be meeting them under the pavilion at 8.50am. In terms of end of school
arrangements. We will allow our Year 1 parents to come onto the school site
(meeting place - in front of PAC) to pick up their child after school. We ask that
all parents leave the school premises in a timely manner.
Next week: Onsite Learning
Mon - Wed Preps
Tues/Wed Year 3/4s
Thu/Fri
Year 1/2s & 5/6s
If Victorians meet the 80% double dose target sooner than expected (Nov 5),
then arrangements will change again. Please ensure that you are keeping up
to date by reading the newsletter and checking Sentral
MASKS - YEARS 3-6
Earlier this week we had clarification from the Department of Education in
regards to face masks.
These new changes came into effect from 18 October 2021.

●

●
●

●
●

Face masks will now be mandatory for all school students in Grade 3 and above when indoors including
at Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) programs unless a lawful exception applies. Face masks can be
removed while outdoors at primary schools.
Face masks are strongly recommended for Prep to Grade 2 students.
For students with a disability, parents and carers should speak to the child's doctor or regular health
professional and with their school about the best methods to encourage mask wearing. Students and
parents can also contact the Disability Liaison Officer program for more information.
Students with a medical condition that prevents mask use will not be required to wear a mask.
Face masks are required for students in Year 3 to Year 6 unless an exception applies. Exceptions include
students with a physical or mental disability where their disability means it would not be suitable.
Parents/carers of a student/s who meet the criteria for an exception must provide their approval in writing
for their child/ren to not wear a mask whilst at school.

Whilst these directions are mandated, I am also aware that there might be a range of other reasons why your
child might struggle wearing a mask. If you have any concerns with your child wearing a mask, please let me
know ASAP.
Should your child bring a cotton face mask to school, can you please write their name on their mask. No need to
do so for disposable masks. If your child forgets their mask, we do have a supply of disposable ones available.

VENTILATION
We know that the Department of Education will be providing ventilation units to schools in the near future.
However, we have no timeline for when these will be arriving. School Council discussed purchasing our own
ventilation units.
Here is a summary of our discussions…
● Purification units provide an extra layer of protection and enhance natural ventilation
● Air purifiers - circulate, clean and have different change rates (8-12 change rate = air designed to be
replaced 8-12 times per hour). Minimum size.
● The Government will be providing some units which will be placed in shared areas E.g. staff rooms, sick
bays, gym, communal areas
● Units must have Hepa filters
● Units cost between $600 - $1800. Avoid UVs - these are not needed. A major University in Melbourne
has conducted a white paper on the Samsung unit and is why the DET chose this unit. Very effective.
● Seal needs to be adequate on the units, otherwise it spreads the virus further
● The number of units will depend on the size of the room, the number of children and the type of activity.
● Best placed in shared spaces
● Natural ventilation is another great strategy to reduce transfer.
● Opening of windows, doors, etc will not reduce effectiveness of the ventilation units.

●

Cleaning of filters - we will need to employ a company to change the filters. Hepa filter needs changing
every 6 months. The other filters more often. Filters are expensive. Costs for filters and maintenance
needs to be budgeted for each year.

School Council Agreed to:
-

Investigate the types of units available which meet the above requirements. Purification units are limited
at this time, due to the pandemic.

-

Purchasing some units (if available) prior to the DET providing the schools allocation. These will be
placed in shared spaces.

ABSENCES: PARENTS CHOOSING TO KEEP THEIR CHILD AT HOME
I can completely understand the hesitancy in returning to school whilst covid cases are so high. I know that many
families viewed the video I posted last week and it has helped to reduce that hesitancy. However, there are still
families choosing to keep their child/ren at home. Yesterday, we received an update in regards to reporting
attendance. We have been informed we are to mark children (where the parent has chosen to keep their child at
home) as parent choice but not authorised by the school. Please note that this will go towards their absences.
Obviously the days in which remote learning is undertaken and your child participates in these sessions, they will
be marked as present.
CURRICULUM DAYS - MON 1st and WED 3rd NOVEMBER
Monday November 1 and Wed November 3 will be Curriculum days. Fingers crossed that families might be able
to get away for a few days.
EXTEND - CURRICULUM DAYS
Extend have offered to run care for the above two curriculum days, provided that at least 12 children are booked
in. At this point of time, they do not have enough children to run the program. If you need the service, but haven’t
yet booked, can I ask that you do so ASAP. If Extend are unable to run on the Curriculum Days, families will
need to look for other options.
FORMING GRADES FOR 2022
Shortly, teachers will begin the process of organising next year's grades. This process takes several weeks and
involves all staff in developing well-balanced classes for optimal learning. Input from class teachers, parents and
children are taken into account, in conjunction with learning and social considerations. Parents with particular
information, they would like considered during this process, may put their request in writing to me no later than
Friday 5 November. Requests may relate to social, family or learning matters. Please note that requests for
particular teachers will not be supported, unless there are extenuating circumstances. If you would like to
discuss your request, please feel free to make an appointment to speak with me.
Requests may be forwarded to the office in writing or to my email address:
sharon.reiss-stone@education.vic.gov.au
Please note that late requests will not be accepted

LEAN IN: PARENT SESSIONS

An online information session for parents, about how to help our children navigate
the current climate and build strength and resilience.
This session will be run by Leonie Griffin (nee Becker) not only a MWHPS parent, but an Emotional Intelligence
and Sales Performance Specialist.
Key things we will cover in the session:
●
●

What are emotions? Understanding how emotions 'show up' in behaviours
Understanding and managing your own stress

●

How to keep on building strength and resilience with small steps that will prepare you and your child(ren)
for the months ahead

●

Tips for transitioning your child(ren) through a staggered return back to school and face-to-face learning
This session will run over two days to provide opportunities for all interested parents to attend. Limited
places, so that parents can ask questions and discuss ideas.
Monday 25 October - 9.30am & 4pm
Tuesday 26 October - 6.30pm
To register, please fill in this form: https://forms.gle/iH1JQmDijpLueK866

More information about the session can be found further in the newsletter.

ASBESTOS REMOVAL
The garden shed is the only area that we still have asbestos. This Saturday the Department of Education will be
removing some of the asbestos from the garden shed. Please note, that no one will be allowed to use the school
premises on Saturday.
WHAT AM I GRATEFUL FOR?
My positive for this week…
- Being able to catch up with family for my son’s birthday this weekend! Woo hoo!
Let’s celebrate…
● Our Preps, 1/2s & 5/6s who get a taste for onsite learning once again
● Restrictions easing tonight!

Sharon Reisss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
BACK TO SCHOOL
It has been great to see students back in their classrooms. Everyone is settling back into classroom routines and
enjoying catching up with friends.

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

Sustainability News

Car Park

With classes now resuming onsite, we ask that parents no longer park in the staff parking area, unless you need
the disabled parking bay.
The gate to the Staff Parking area will be closed between 8.45am - 9am and again from 3.30pm - 3.45pm. This
is to allow students to walk safely to and from the school grounds.
If the gate is closed and you have parked in the staff parking area, you will need to wait until 3.45pm to leave.

Only staff are to open and close these gates.
Thank you for your assistance in keeping all our children safe.

Extend News

Dear Families,
To celebrate the 1st anniversary of the new Ritchies Card and Ritchies
Card app, Ritchies are offering RITCHIES DOUBLE DOLLAR DONATIONS
from the 4th to the 31st OCTOBER.

Don’t miss out on the opportunity to double the
Community Benefit payments provided to your
organisation during 4th to 31st October.
Pick up a Ritchies card in store or download the Ritchies Card app,
register, then nominate Mount Waverley Heights Primary School to
benefit!
The criteria to obtain a payment does not change. The minimum
threshold of a $10 payment must be achieved as per the normal terms
and conditions.
From the 4th to the 31st October any payment earnt above $10 will be
DOUBLED.
Thanks for shopping with Ritchies.

