
Thursday 10th June, 2021

Principal’s Report
ONLINE ASSEMBLY
Thank you to families who joined our online assembly on Monday, from the
one device. I think we had around 170 families/students join. We hope you
enjoyed our ‘Guess Who’ staff baby quiz. How cute are our staff? Stay
tuned for some more baby photos at the next assembly. Well done to our
School Captains, Christian and Mia, for organising and running assembly.
You both did a great job.

ONLINE SURVEY- SHORT TERM REMOTE LEARNING FEEDBACK
As a teaching staff and from parent feedback, we felt we nailed remote
learning in 2020 when planning for long online periods. However, we never
really had the opportunity to explore short online learning stints.

With the announcement that we would be moving into a short term remote
learning period, we decided to hold whole class online meets. This would
provide us with the opportunity to explicitly teach concepts and then explain
the follow up activity that needed to be completed. Given that it was only
going to be for a short period of time, we were unable to run with small
group focussed online sessions, as these require an enormous amount of
time for teachers to establish. It also takes a few weeks for families to get
their heads around the different meet times and required activities. As such
we went with 3 consistent online meets across the whole school. Teachers
have felt that these have been an effective way to teach the main concept
and explain the follow up task.  We felt that this approach took the pressure
off parents to ‘teach’ the activities on the hub. There are obviously pros and
cons to every approach, which is why we sent out another remote learning
feedback survey yesterday.

This will help gain your feedback and provide the best approach if/when we
go to another short term remote learning period.



SPECIALIST ONLINE SESSIONS (P-6)
It has been great to have so many students join our online specialist lessons. These help break up the day and
provide opportunities for students to explore Sport and The Arts.

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Due to the current climate, we have decided to hold parent-teacher interviews online. These will take place on
the Tues and Wed of Week 10 (final week). Online bookings will be made available next week. More information
to come.

WELLBEING
I attended Kristen Douglas’ (Headspace) presentation on ‘Principal Wellbeing’ and how to assist students,
parents and staff navigate the covid storm. I really loved this image as a reminder that whilst the storm may be
the same, we have differing capacities, strategies, anchors and experiences. Here are some strategies to reflect
upon and utilise with your family.

It is also helpful to reflect on how we are feeling. This is a great tool - imagining we have batteries (energy
levels). Are you flourishing, going ok, struggling or is it severely impacting everyday activities



What are your family members feeling? Can they explain what gives them strength and what depletes their
strength? This is a great question to discuss at dinner time.

This image is brilliant to explore- ‘What anchors you when things become stormy?’ It could be family, friends,
going for a walk, painting, reading, etc. And the next step is to look at what you use for emotional regulation.
Strategies could be things like - recognising how you are feeling, breathing techniques, recognising thoughts and
swapping them for positive thinking, setting aside some time for yourself, etc. Share your ideas with your kids.
Having good connections (anchor) and emotional regulation strategies helps us stay afloat and navigate the
choppy waters.

Let’s celebrate…
● The return to onsite learning!
● Our community for getting on with lockdown learning, despite the challenges.
● Our School Captains for running their first online assembly!
● Our prep families for navigating online learning for the first time.

Sharon Reisss-Stone
Principal



Assistant Principal’s Report
Piece Together Prep Cancelled
Due to the covid restrictions we have had to cancel our first Piece Together
Prep session which was due to happen next Friday. There are a couple more
next term which hopefully will be able to happen. Piece Together Prep is our
school readiness program for 4 year old kinder students. These sessions
provide kinder students with an opportunity to visit our setting and develop
skills for a positive transition to school.

Remote Learning @ MWHPS
Another week down of remote learning, great job everyone! We understand
that working from home and helping your children with their schoolwork can
be challenging, many of our staff are parents and face the same challenges.
But by modelling staying positive, doing what we can and understanding that
we all have different challenges to work through, helps our children develop
an understanding of others, resilience and optimism.

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal



Around the classes
In Level 3/4, we have been learning how to 'stop and jot' from multiple sources in Reading, and present them as an

informative text in Writing. Here's a sneak peek at what we've done!
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