Thursday 18 February, 2021

Principal’s Report
RETURNING TO ONSITE LEARNING
It was lovely to see the students return to school today. I think we are
all feeling a little relieved! A huge thank you to the staff for so quickly
uploading learning tasks to our two platforms. We only had an hours
notice on Friday, which meant that staff were busy over their weekend
preparing activities.
CHROMEBOOKS: Please ensure that if you have borrowed a
chromebook that you bring them back to school. From Friday 19 Feb,
they will remain at school once again, as they are an integral part of
our learning and teaching program.
Masks: Must be worn inside and outside when you can’t socially
distance.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE NIGHT - Next Tuesday (23 Feb)
Due to the lockdown, we had to cancel our Information Exchange
Night. We have rescheduled this to next Tuesday Feb 23rd. Current
bookings will remain. Should you need to book in a time or change
your booking please contact Julie up at the office.
Please be on time for your interview. The bell will ring every 10mins to
indicate that the time is over. Please do not be offended by the
teacher moving on to the next parent. This helps to eliminate waiting
times. Should you require more time, please use Sentral to arrange a
mutually suitable time.
COVID SAFE PRACTICES FOR THE NIGHT:
- Please wear a face mask
- Wait outside the building for the teacher to call you in for the
interview

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS:
Thank you to everyone who nominated for School Council. It is the first time in 7 years that we have had more
applicants than positions! Therefore we will be going to an election. On Monday all families will receive a
statement from the candidates, ballot papers and return envelopes. You may vote for up to 4 people by placing
a mark next to that person's name. All forms must be returned by Monday March 1.
PREP SCHOOL NURSE FORMS
Please make sure that the Student Entrant Health Questionnaires (SEHQ) are returned to school by tomorrow.
The visiting Primary School nurse from the Department of Education and Training will be visiting in March and
will use these forms to conduct the Prep grade Health assessments as consented by parents. We ask that you
please return the form even if you do not want your child to participate.
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK (WWC)
As part of government regulations all volunteers (including parent helpers) must have a valid ‘Working with
Children Check’. If you plan on helping out at a school event, reading with students in class or helping on an
excursion, then you are required to have a WWC.
The WWC Check is a minimum checking standard set by the Working with Children Act2005 for those who
work with children, either on a paid or voluntary basis. To be a volunteer at a school a Working with Children
Card provided by the Department of Justice is required. This card is:
·
valid for 5 years
·
transferable between volunteer organisations
·
free of charge for volunteers, but cannot be used for paid employment.
Information on how to apply can be found at http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. Once attained, please
provide a copy to the school so that you can be added to our register.

SCHOOL LEADERS
Last Monday our school leaders ran their first assembly. Congratulations to our School Captains - Mia and
Christian.
Congratulations also to our House Captains:
Dolphins - Christopher S & Bethany O
Wallabies - Ameer B & Annabelle H
Kookaburras - Roque N & Eleni M
Opals - John H & Elisabeth O
Let’s celebrate…
● Miss Spurling’s recent engagement news! Congratulations to Elizabeth and Luke. We would also like to
congratulate Miss Jamieson on her engagement too. Lovely to
celebrate some positives!
● Chinese New Year - ‘Year of the Ox’. Happy New Year!

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Wellbeing Matters
Well done to all our families, staff and students who demonstrated amazing flexibility and resilience during this
last lockdown. That is what makes our school a wonderful community to be a part of.
The Education Department website has a great wellbeing page, including a booklet on wellbeing activities and
conversation starters for parents of primary aged children. There are a range of activities that can help build
and maintain your child’s wellbeing. Most of them are short and require very few materials. The activities cover
six key elements that are important to wellbeing. There are also activities that focus on positive thinking and
gratitude, as well as breathing exercises that promote calm.
The six elements important to wellbeing are:
● understanding emotions
● personal strengths
● positive coping
● problem solving
● stress management
● help seeking
Over the next few weeks I will highlight some of the activities you can do with your family.
Some of the things we got up to over lockdown to help with our wellbeing were:
Gardening

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

Cooking

School work!

Lego

