Thursday 11 February, 2021

Principal’s Report
INFORMATION NIGHTS
Thank you to all the parents who attended our Information Nights on
Tuesday/Wednesday. We hope that it provided a detailed overview of
our program.

WELCOME PREP BBQ
What a turn out! Thank you to everyone for a fabulous night. It was
lovely to be able to host a school event once again! A big thank you to
the Prep and Admin teams for coordinating the event.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE NIGHT
Next Tuesday we will be offering parents an opportunity to meet with their child’s classroom teacher to share
vital information about their child’s learning requirements and provide parents with an opportunity to discuss
any concerns regarding their child’s academic, social and emotional development. In some cases a parent
sharing relevant background information such as a child’s academic strengths, their social and emotional
competencies, their family circumstances or medical/health information, can be invaluable to a teacher catering
for a child in their care. Information on how to book an interview was sent home last week.
Please be on time for your interview. The bell will ring every 10mins to indicate that the time is over. Please do
not be offended by the teacher moving on to the next parent. This helps to eliminate waiting times. Should you
require more time, please use Sentral to arrange a mutually suitable time.
COVID SAFE PRACTICES FOR THE NIGHT:
- Please wear a face mask
- Wait outside the building for the teacher to call you in for the interview

REGULAR SENTRAL POSTS
Curriculum focus updates will be posted regularly on Sentral as of this year. This process takes over from the
Term newsletter. As families are busy, we feel that communicating regularly enables parents to keep up to
date with the goings on at school.
HOMEWORK
Over the coming weeks, homework will be sent home at each year level. Homework is sent to and from school
each day in the student satchels provided. The aim of homework is to revisit concepts taught in class, to
practise basic skills in literacy and numeracy, and develop independent study habits. Reading at home, for
example, is about practising ‘easy’ reading. It is about practising fluency, expression and pace and developing
comprehension skills. Each year level was provided with more details of the homework requirements at the
Level Information Nights and through a range of Sentral posts. The guide below outlines school requirements.

Prep – Yr 4

·
·

·

mainly consist of daily reading to, with and by parents/carer or
older siblings
enables the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering
of extra information or materials (Spelling Words) + (Maths Task:
Yr 1-4 only)
will generally not exceed 30 mins per day or set on weekends or
during vacations.
will

Yr 5-6

·

·

·

include daily reading to parents/carer (if under Reading
Level 30) or daily independent reading (above Reading Level
30).
may extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and
research (Spelling Words) + (Maths Task) + (Other – Will replace
another set homework task for the week, which may require your
child to carry out research, learn poetry, continue with their Inquiry
Project etc)
will generally range from: 30 to 45 minutes a day at Year 5/6
should

CAR PARK REMINDER
Please make sure that you have read the car park notice that went home last Friday.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
You still have till tomorrow to nominate for School Council! It is not too late. Please pick up a nomination form
from the office staff. Forms are due back tomorrow by 4pm.
PREP SCHOOL NURSE FORMS
Please make sure that the Student Entrant Health Questionnaires (SEHQ) are returned to school by tomorrow.
The visiting Primary School nurse from the Department of Education and Training will be visiting in March and
will use these forms to conduct the Prep grade Health assessments as consented by parents.

Let’s celebrate…
● Our first whole school assembly of the year and
the first in 12 months!
● A successful Welcome Prep BBQ on Wed night
● Our Year 2s who were busy placing pictures of
toys on a timeline of oldest to newest. Many of
them said that the Playstation 1 was super old.
Much older than matchbox cars, rubik's cube, etc.
Boy, did I feel old!

Sharon Reiss-Stone
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Classroom Helpers Course Monday 15th Feb 2.45pm in the PAC
Please be aware there has been a
change of time for the Classroom Helpers
Course. The time is now 2.45pm in the
PAC. If you are interested in helping with
reading in the classroom or volunteering
as part of an incursion/ excursion or
camp, this course will help outline your
role. Requirements change year to year,
so if you have done this course previously
there will be some new information. It will
also outline OHS and child safe
requirements.

Assembly (for the students) is BACK!
Congratulations to our 2021 leaders for a wonderful first assembly. As you can see by the photos as we grow,
we take up a lot more of the PAC. Although we can’t have parents attend at the moment, remember you can
still join by google meet.

Carolyn Datson
Assistant Principal

Literacy and Numeracy News
For those who don’t know me, my name is Emma Thomas and I have been a teacher at Mount Waverley
Heights since 2014. This year, I am working as a Learning Specialist who coordinates how the Literacy
and Numeracy programs run in our school, working closely with all the classroom teachers to support and
develop these programs across the school.
Every once in a while I’ll be adding to the weekly newsletter with updates on what is happening in these
areas, as well as offer some advice on things you can do at home to support your child/ren with their
Literacy and Numeracy learning.
This week I’m going to focus on Literacy and in particular, reading.
Your child/ren would have begun to bring home readers as part of their homework this week. Here are
some facts about our take home readers:
- Books read at home are for students to practise their reading fluency and build their confidence,
therefore the books brought home may be at a level that is below your child’s actual reading level.
We generally save the more challenging reads for at school where your child’s teacher can work
with and support them.
- Reading is not just about reading the words, but understanding what is happening in a text. In fact,
this is our end goal! When we assess a student's reading capabilities, we assess both their ability
to read the words, but also a big part of the assessment is to determine if they have understood
what they have just read. A student's comprehension will play a part in the level of the book they
bring home.
- Reading every day will help your child in every area of their schooling. It builds their vocabulary,
understanding of the world and links directly to writing skills. Encouraging your child to read daily is
a fantastic way to support your child with their schooling.

-

Once children get to the senior school, they might not read their books aloud to you, however, this
doesn’t mean you can’t get involved in their reading. Asking them questions about what they are
reading will help to build their comprehension skills. Below are some questions you could ask your
child.
Before Reading
●

What do you think this
book is about? Why do
you think that?

●

What type of book do you
think this is? (fiction,
non-fiction, or genrecrime, adventure, fairy tale
etc.)

●

-

Do you know this author?
Have you read anything
else by them?

During Reading

After Reading

●

What do you think might
happen next?

●

What did you enjoy about
the book? Why?

●

What just happened and
why do you think that
happened?

●

Who was your favourite
character? Why?

●

Who was your least
favourite character? Why?

●

What is something you
learnt? (non-fiction texts)

●

Does this book remind you
of another book? How so?

●

●

What could that word
mean?
How do you think the story
might end?

Finally, please find some tips on how you can help your child at home with reading their oral
reading.

Emma Thomas
Learning Specialist

Around the classes
Grade 2D worked on Maths problems this week. They worked together in mixed ability groups. The aim of the
activity was to sort and organise connecting cubes in a way that is easy to count (place value).

Selected Year 5 and 6 students visited the John Monash Science School this week, along with 3 other schools.
The focus of the excursion was on Biology. The students made a replica of a hand to see how the tendons
work, looked at microscopic marine creatures and examined onion cells under a microscope.The students were
mentored by Year 10 and 11 students from the John Monash Science School

