
Thursday 5th November, 2020 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
WORLD TEACHERS DAY! 
We will be celebrating our amazing teachers tomorrow        
Friday Nov 6. Through an incredibly challenging time,        
our teachers have continued to provide an exceptional        
learning program whilst juggling their own commitments       
and families. Their dedication is second to none! Whilst         
we will be undertaking a range of celebrations, it would be nice for our              
community to also play a part. You might consider picking some flowers            
from the garden, writing a card, etc.  
 
 
SCHOOL PHOTOS - NEXT WEEK! 
Please take note of your child/children’s photo day. Photos will take place 
from 9.10am next week. Money and orders are due back tomorrow.  
 
Mon    9 Nov Prep Photo Day 
Tue   10 Nov 1/2D & 1/2J Photo Day + Sibling Photos 
Wed  11 Nov 1/2G & 1/2M Photo Day 
Thur  12 Nov Year 3/ 4 Photo Day 
Fri     13 Nov Year 5/ 6 Photo Day + Graduation + Captain Photos 
 
Full School Uniform must be worn for photo day.  No runners please - 
black shoes only.  Hair ties should be school colours.  Blue leggings 
under dresses please (if necessary). No pants under dresses or coloured 
tops.  
 
 
 

FORMING GRADES FOR 2021 
Parents with particular information they would like considered during the forming grades process, may put their                
request in writing to us no later than Friday 6 November. Requests may relate to social, family or learning                    
matters. Requests may be emailed to the school address: mountwaverley.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au.          
Please note that late requests will not be accepted.  
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By following this process, we are best able to consider your request. However, please note that decisions are                  
made with the best interest of every child in mind.  
 
YEAR 5/6 MATHEMATICIANS 
Late last week, I was invited to see how our Year 5/6 students were being challenged and extended in math.                    
The seven students were given a range of worded problems that required higher order thinking, multiple steps                 
to answer each question and proportional reasoning (The ability to consider, think about and compare the                
multiplicative relationship between 2 quantities). Each student needed to describe the problem, how they              
solved each question, the challenges and triumphs. Congratulations to all involved - they were truly difficult                
questions which many adults would have found difficult to solve.  
Here is one of the questions for you to have a go at: 
 
2/9 of the people at a restaurant are adults. If there are 95 more children than adults, how many children are                     
there in the restaurant?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FRIENDSHIPS  
Being back onsite for the past 4 weeks has seen students go through a range of feelings - excitement, 
anxiousness, contentment, etc. The honeymoon period of catching up with friends may have changed to 
niggling doubts, social issues, arguing, etc. All very common and very normal. It is how we help our children 
through these stages that helps them to build resilience and cope with life’s ups and downs. If your child is 
having difficulties here are some great open-ended questions to ask: What bothered you most about what 
happened? How did it feel when that happened? How do you think they may have been feeling? If you could go 
back and have a ‘do-over’ what would you do differently? 
 
Below is a great link for anyone needing some advice on how to approach conversations, ask the right 
questions and support our children to face their challenges on their own. Despite any uncomfortable feelings 
you may have regarding your child’s peer conflicts, it’s essential you step back and allow your child the time 
and space to proceed as they wish with their peer relationships. Remember, most issues blow over reasonably 
quickly. As a school we are working hard to build conflict resolution strategies, assist students in responding 
appropriately to difficult situations and discussing what makes a great friend and what being a good friend 
means.  

 
 



 

 
 

Please get in contact with your child’s classroom teacher for larger issues, advice and support should you or 
your child be struggling to work out a way to navigate the situation.  
 
https://parentswithconfidence.com/help-child-navigate-friendship-problems/ 
 
 
ACT OF KINDNESS & GOODWILL – Community Celebration 
We would love every family to get behind our ‘Act of Kindness & Goodwill’ event by…. 
 
1) Each family making a ‘Seasons Greeting’ card which includes a special message, along with a small 
homemade gift. The gift might be sharing a family recipe, a poem, a motivational quote, some seeds from your 
garden, something that you sewed yourself, or even a pot with something you have grown.  
 
We encourage families to be creative. No food items please. 
 
2) Once you have made your card and small homemade gift... 

- Sign your card with your family's surname (It’s nice to know who made it) and which class your 
child/dren are in. You might even include a picture of your family. 

- Place in an envelope clearly marked ‘Seasons Greeting from the ‘(surname) family’ and return it to your 
child’s classroom teacher by Monday November 30. 
 
Teachers will record which families are participating in this event. If you do participate, then you will receive a 
randomly selected card from another family on Monday December 7th . Contributors will not know which family 
is going to get their kind gesture. 
 
If you are planning on purchasing something instead, kindly keep it simple within a maximum of $5. Please 
understand that only those who participate will receive something in return. So, we would love all our families to 
get involved. 
 
 
CURRICULUM DAY 
Whilst our families were enjoying an extended long weekend, the staff were busy showcasing their learning on 
Monday.  Teacher’s presented their research projects and further developed their mathematical understanding 
around ‘The Big Ideas’.  The presentations were outstanding and truly demonstrated an expert level of 
knowledge and the ability to translate their findings to our school context.  This week teams have been released 
to work on our school’s maths scope and sequence in light of the work undertaken over the past term and a 
half. We will be hitting the ground running in 2021 with a core focus on ‘The Big Ideas’ (Di Siemens work). 
 
A huge thank you to Emma Thomas and Lindsay Playsted who prepared and ran the Curriculum Day.  Many 
hours of work go into the preparation to run a day like this. 
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PREP 2021 TRANSITION 
We are now able to have small groups (up to 10 - including a parent) visit the school for transition sessions. 
The transition timetable has been altered to make the most of this opportunity and information was emailed out 
to all families. Our first group had their transition sessions last Friday and it was wonderful to have the newest 
members of our Community visit us on site. 
 
DETAILS FOR REMAINING SESSIONS: 
 
FRI 13 NOV -  GRP 2 - (9.15-3.15pm) Groups of 5 children have been scheduled to arrive every 45mins to 
undertake the Numeracy Transition session. This will enable the other half of our Prep 2021 children to 
participate. 
 
FRI 27 NOV - GRP 1 onsite again. (9.15-3.15pm) Uniform Shop will be open 9.30am - 3.30pm 
 
FRI 4 DEC - GRP 2 onsite again. (9.15-3.15pm) Uniform Shop will be open 9.30am - 3.30pm 
 
Parent Information Night Online 
TUE 17 Nov 6.30 pm- 7.30 pm 
 
 
Our visiting Prep transition students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

LEAVING OUR SCHOOL? 
With the exception of our Year 6 students, please contact our school office if you are not returning in 2021. This 
enables us to better control class sizes and the learning/social considerations when forming classes. As this is 
a formal notification, we ask that this be in writing either as an email or letter. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
A big congratulations to Jax in Prep J who participated in the MS Read-a-thon this year.  Jax read a massive 36 
books and raised $735.  In recognition of raising over $500, Jax received a certificate and badge. 
Congratulations and well done Jax!! 
 
 
Let’s celebrate… 
 

● Our 2021 Preps onsite for transition session 1! 
● Our Year 5/6 Mathematicians exploring concepts beyond Year 7! 
● Our wonderful staff - Happy World Teachers Day 

 
 
 

Sharon Reiss-Stone 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 
 

Building resilience 

Part of our wellbeing approach includes lessons for our students around building resilience. We focus on the 

wellbeing and resilience of our 

students as well as their 

academic needs.  

What is resilience? 

The term resilience is widely 

used to describe someone's 

ability to ‘bounce back’, which 

basically means their ability to 

cope, learn and thrive in the 

face of adversity.  

Research shows that we all 

have differing levels of 

resilience and that being 

resilient helps to promote social 

and emotional wellbeing. 

The good news is we can 

develop skills to promote our 

resilience and put strategies in 

place to help us deal with 

difficult situations. 

This is something that you can 

focus on at home. You can help 

your child develop the skills 

that help them to become more 

resilient and cope with 

challenging situations when 

they arise.  

This resource is from the 

Student Wellbeing Hub, where 

you will find tips and tricks for 

parents. 

 

Carolyn Datson  
Assistant Principal 

 
 

 
 

https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/


 

 
 

Extend News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 


