Friday 18th October, 2019

Year 1/2 Term 4
Newsletter, 2019
Term 4 Has Arrived!
We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday, and is ready for
another busy term. This term, students in Year 1/2 will investigate
Health in Inquiry, and will participate in a healthy eating incursion
and an excursion to the Botanic Gardens. Towards the end of
term, we will have our annual Year 1 Late Stay and Year 2
Sleepover, which is sure to bring about excitement (and a few
nerves)!
In class, students will continue to earn Dojo Points for a range of
reasons, such as displaying our school values. Students can
exchange points they earn for small rewards, such as sitting on a
cushion for a day. We will also be working as a team towards
whole-grade and whole-school rewards. We have found this
positive behaviour strategy highly beneficial and fun for students,
and it is part of our Schoolwide Positive Behaviour Program.
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Mathematics
We will revise most topics taught throughout the year in Maths this
term, with the exception of Division, which students are currently
being introduced to. When learning about the four processes,
students are taught the associated symbols and vocabulary, for
example, the
and
symbols, as well as terms like
“divide” “quotient”, “shared-between”, “goes into”, etc.
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Throughout Maths lessons, the Learning Intention is displayed on
the Interactive screen. The Success Criteria for each group are
also displayed for the lesson, as well as the “next step” for students
who achieve the lesson’s goal. During most Maths lessons,
students are still working in like-ability groups so that they are
challenged with achievable goals, and their learning can be
extended.
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Please continue to have conversations with your child about real
world Maths, e.g. when shopping, cooking, telling the time, etc.

Literacy
In Reading this term students will revise some skills already
studied, as well as learning new ones. During weeks 1 and 2,
students had a lot of fun learning about Figurative Language,
including similes, metaphors, personification, oxymorons,
hyperboles and idioms. Other topics we will cover in Reading are:
Analysing, breaking-down and interpreting informative and
persuasive texts
Using Prior Knowledge and comparing the text to prior
understandings (“text-to-self”, “text-to-text”,
“text-to-world”)
Skip the (unknown) Word and Come Back
Check for Understanding
Story Elements
Skim and Scan
Summarising
Guided Reading and Reciprocal Reading (Predict, Clarify
(unfamiliar words and concepts), Question, Summarise) will
continue as normal.
In Writing this term, students will study Narratives and Poetry. The
6+1 Traits students will study include Word Choice and Sentence
Fluency. We will also continue to study a weekly grammar focus,
and a spelling rule. In spelling, Year 1 and Year 2 students learn
different rules and words.
The main focus in Speaking and Listening will be Active Listening
and Questioning. Please have your child refer to the weekly
homework sheet or the Share and Chat roster to ensure they are
preparing their Share and Chat about the fortnightly topic.

Inquiry
Last term we changed the way Inquiry was taught, with a bigger
focus on students directing their own learning, and incorporating
more ICT (Computers, Ipads, etc). This term, the inquiry lessons will
be taught in the same way, Students will be explicitly taught about
our topic “Health: How Can We Stay Safe and Healthy?”; devise
questions based around their learning that they would like to
explore further; and work in groups to independently choose a
topic, then research and present their findings. Teachers were so
impressed by students’ research projects last term, as well as they
way they worked collaboratively and problem-solved.

