Year 5 and 6
Term Three Newsletter
Important Dates:

Term Three at a Glance...

7th August: Excursion to CERES
(Feed the world Inquiry)
9th August: SDSSA Winter Sport
Lightening Premiership
14th August: Notification of Yr 7
Placement
20th August: Book Swap
22nd August: Book Week
Parade
22nd August : Book Week
Parade
23rd August: Father’s Day Stall
29th August: Day—Dress
Rehearsal;
Evening: Production
30th August: SDSSA BBall round
robin
9th– 12th September:
Swimming Wk 1
16th– 19th September:
Swimming Wk 2
20th September: Footy Day
Term 3 ends 2:30pm

Welcome to Term 3 everyone, how quickly it has arrived!
Term 3 has arrived with a bang!. A warm welcome to Mrs
Kiralee Molnar into 56M. Kiralee has a wealth of experience
in both classroom teaching and specialist subjects such as
coding and sport and will be an excellent asset to the team.
Our Inquiry Units for this Term are across the years 3-6. The
students have chosen their topics and have been grouped
according to their preferences. These topics include Feed the
World in the future, How Technology can improve the
sustainability of an animal species, Space—how to get to a
planet and how to make that planet habitable. Apart from indepth research and experimentation, an important part of this Inquiry Learning is working
together, keeping on task and being a responsible member of the group. Students will be
taken through a range of activities that will require them to build their knowledge about
their chosen topic, explore what is already happening at a local, national and international
level, devise a solution, take action and record their results and present their findings to a
broad audience in Term 4. These lessons will be on average 4 times a week (usually from
2.30-3.30 Tues-Thu and 12.30-1.30 of Fridays). There will be an excursion or incursion for
each group. Dates are still to be determined. Along their journey they will learn a range of
ways technology can be used to enhance their learning. Some examples may include:
WeVideo, Screen Casting, Concept mapping and various graphing techniques.
Swimming will be starting the last 2 weeks of this term. Swimming is part of the curriculum
and is an extremely necessary life skill in a country where the majority of the population
live within a couple of hour’s drive from the ocean or a major river.

Literacy: Reading & Viewing
This term the 5/6s will be showing how ideas and points of view in texts are conveyed
through the use of vocabulary, including idiomatic expressions, objective and subjective
language, and that these can change according to context. We will be learning how to select,
navigate and read increasingly complex texts for a range of purposes, applying appropriate
text processing strategies to recall information and consolidate meaning.
Please note that some reading groups will be asked to read several chapters per week.
Therefore some students will also be bringing home their literature book to keep up with
their group.

Literacy: Writing
At the beginning of this term students in Years 5 and 6 are studying the Sentence Fluency
trait in their daily writing. This follows the concept that the best writing flows without rambling or monotony.
Students will learn that their writing becomes more effective if the focus is relevant and
keeps to the point. Later this term Poetry will be used to demonstrate how
various emotions can be interpreted through Figurative Language.
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In Grammar, the focus will be the use of compound and complex sentences with various
conjunctions to aid sentence fluency. Students will continue the Smart Spelling program as
well as maintaining their development of fluent and legible handwriting.
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This term the majority of the focus is on fractions—both common and
decimal. Topics will include the vocabulary of fractions such as unit fractions,
benchmark fractions as well as proper, improper and mixed fractions.
Students will compare fractions to see which is the smaller, notice the
patterns when working with fractions as well as add and subtract fractions
with like and unlike denominators.
The students will add, subtract and multiply decimal fractions paying
particular attention to the setting out to ensure the correct answer. Other
topics include the place value comparisons of decimals and the conversion
of decimals to both percentages and proper fractions. Students will also
investigate percentage off discounts and ratio expressions.

Wellbeing
An important change from now on will be the cessation of PBs and the total
introduction of Class Dojo points. In consultation with the students, it was
determined what our classes needed both inside and outside to make
school a productive and beneficial environment for all. This system will also
be more driven to provide instantaneous feedback to the students to
demonstrate that their behaviours are impacting positively on the class.

Reminders


Please return notices promptly. All notices and payments to be put in
the designated class tub in the student’s classroom and not the
office. This way all forms are kept together.



The cold season is definitely upon us. A box of tissues from each
family would be gratefully accepted. A big Thank You to those who
donated last term



Homework is given out on Mondays and due Friday. At Mt Waverley
Heights it is expected that all Year 5/6 students complete and hand
in their homework by the designated date. Remember that
Homework consists of several key elements. Reading for at least 2530 min per night; Maths & English sheet and a Spelling sheet.
Everything will be on Google classroom and the student has the
choice of working on the computer or in paper form. If it is on paper
it MUST be pasted into their homework book. No single sheets will be
accepted. If your child is away on a Monday or cannot find their
sheets they can print it from home.



Home reading is still an important part of the Year 5/6 Reading
program. The library is operational so every child has the opportunity
to read a book at home. 56 library day is Wednesday.



Unfortunately the number of latecomers in years 5/6 is on the rise.
Teaching starts at 9.00am and we will honour those students who
arrive on time by giving them the maximum amount of teaching and
learning time.



Production Reminder: Costumes will consist of—black long ,plain
sleeved T-shirt; black pants; black shoes.



Please ensure your child has a set of working headphones at school.
Many of the components on the Chromebooks utilize sound which can
make it rather noisy in the classroom.

Fun at Canberra

