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Wednesday 15 to Friday 17 March 
Life Education Van - Prep to Y4 
 

Monday  20 March  
Assembly today 3.00pm (PAC) 
 

Wednesday 22 March 
School Council  - AGM 6.00pm 
Council Meeting 7.00pm 
 
Friday  24 March  
Yr5/6 SDSSA Athletic Carnival 
Bus leaves 9.00am Sharp 
 

Monday  27 March  
End of Term Awards Assembly today 
9.00am (PAC) 
 

Wednesday  29 March  
PB Student BBQ Lunch 1.30pm 
 

Friday  31 March  
Last Day of Term – Early finish 2.30pm 
 
Parent Association Family Dinner 
Matthew Flinders Hotel 5.30pm 
All Welcome – refer PA section for 
booking details 
 
Term 2  
Tuesday 2 May  
School Photo Day 
 
Wednesday 3 May 
Subcommittee Meeting 6.00pm 
School Council  - 7.00pm 
 
 

 Refer to the website for Notices    
http://mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au/par

ent-information/ 
 

 
  

 
 
 
WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNICATION NIGHT – MATHS FOR PARENTS 
 Thank you those who attended the school communication night.  It 
was great to have your support. The evening provided an opportunity 
to listen to a highly regarded math consultant (Michael Ymer) speak 
about how schools teach maths today and how parents can support 
their child’s learning in this core subject area. Apart from being an 
entertaining speaker, Michael also provided great messages:  
 

 The importance of really knowing numbers to 10 (8 = 4+4, 

5+3, 9-1, 5+2+1, 3+3+2, etc). Often we worry about children 

being able to count to 100, but students often learn to count 

to 100 like they learn the words for a song – without the real 

understanding for what they are singing. In this case, without 

really understanding the place value system. This is the 

reason why so many children confuse 41 and 14, 12 and 21, 

etc. We teach numbers – 0-10 first then 20-100 and finally 

the teens. Establishing knowledge of our base 10 system is 

crucial. 

 It is ok to share the way in which you solved problems or 

used particular strategies, as long as you can explain the why 

and how. Too often children are shown formulas without 

comprehending the reason why it works. Sharing the reason 

why, makes maths meaningful and therefore is able to be 

applied to new situations.  

 Allowing children to find their own solutions. We need to 

recognise that failure is essential to learning. As long as we 

fail better with each attempt - we are learning how to learn, 

how to adjust our approach and thinking and how to become 

more resilient. We also experience the true joy of 

accomplishing something that was initially difficult – nothing 

feels better than achieving on your own. 
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 Being a positive role model towards this subject area. Too frequently, parents will say ‘I wasn’t good 

at maths either’. Your child/children look up to you and think that you are pretty cool (they might not 

say this, ever, but you are still the best adult they know) so if you weren’t good at maths, they don’t 

need to try either. It will be ok.’  

 Not to correct number reversals unless you are practising writing numbers. Have a look for what they 

can do rather than what they aren’t doing.  

 Remember that children don’t think like adults with years of experience and insight. We were all that 
age once and would have been similar in our thinking.  

It was extremely well supported with over 60 parents in attendance. It was great to see so many parents 
interested in their child’s learning. Thank you also to the staff who assisted in organising the event and for 
looking after the children during the parent presentation.  This event is another after hours’ event for everyone 
and we appreciate how supportive both staff and parents are in accommodating these events.  
 

Information regarding maths, wellbeing and literacy were provided on the night. If you were unable to attend 
but would like a copy of the handouts these can be found on our website. 
 

THINK TANK SESSIONS 
As of next term, we will be making assemblies fortnightly to accommodate a fantastic new addition to our 
curriculum – Think Tank Sessions! Whilst we are moving towards utilizing more critical and creative thinking 
strategies throughout our teaching practice, we have identified the need to find a time in the school week 
where we can explicitly teach these skills. We will be providing an opportunity for students to work across their 
year level (mixing the classes in some cases) to excite and engage them in activities which explore different 
thinking strategies. Once these strategies have been explicitly taught they will be threaded through other 
learning areas in the fortnight to follow. For example: Students in Year 1/2 will be learning about the Six 
Thinking Hats with one of the teachers for a 25min period before rotating to the other Year 1/2 teacher to 
learn about a particular graphic organiser (e.g. Concept Cartoons). Critical and Creative thinking strategies are 
fundamental to students becoming successful learners (and essential if they are to become people who are 
able to evaluate, challenge and change the structures in society).  
 

On the week of assembly, we will be holding a slightly longer assembly 2.45-3.30pm which will ensure that we 
can hand out two student of the week certificates and still provide an opportunity for classes to share their 
learning. 
 

Assemblies will take place on the even weeks and the Think Tank sessions on the odd weeks.  
 

CANBERRA CAMP 
Information regarding the Year 5/6 camp to Canberra, will come home next week.  It is a brilliant camp with a 
focus on decision making and our parliamentary process. It extends students’ knowledge of early settlement, 
indigenous cultures and perspectives, government, voting and links to Australian history.  Whilst camps are 
wonderful opportunities for students to not only develop their understandings of the topics they are covering 
in class, they also provide a fantastic opportunity for students to develop their interpersonal and intrapersonal 
skills. Memories that last a lifetime! But camps are costly and can present financial difficulties for families. 
Please come and speak to me prior to the school holidays if you need financial assistance, as I may be able to 
organise some support. We are looking for a Dad to accompany the group on camp. If you are available, please 
speak to one of the year 5/6 teachers. 
 

Please note that we need a minimum of 35 students to attend, otherwise camp costs dramatically increase 
and we may need to look into an alternate setting.  
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Sharon 

Sharon Reiss-Stone 
Principal 

PERSONAL BEST (PB) BBQ – WEDNESDAY 29 MARCH 
For students who are regularly demonstrating our three school expectations – Be Responsible, Be Respectful & 
Be Inclusive, teachers have been handing out PB’s recognising their efforts. If your child has received one, they 
would have brought home a yellow slip to show you. Please discuss the reasons why they received their PB and 
help them celebrate their achievements. Each term, Carolyn and I invite students who have earned a set amount 
of PB’s for the term (this may change from term to term) to a BBQ. This term we will be inviting students who 
have earned four or more PB’s to lunch. Further information requesting dietary requirements will be sent home 
next week. 
 

LIFE EDUCATION VAN 
You may have noticed the Life Education Van on our premises over the past few days. Students in Years P-4 
have been undertaking sessions exploring health related topics. See below for the outline. Costs are covered 
by the incursion/excursion levy.  
Preps   My Body Matters – The importance of personal hygiene, choosing foods for a healthy 

balanced diet, benefits of physical activity and sleep and ways to keep safe at home, 
school and in the community. 

Year 1-2 Harold’s Heroes- Recognising safe and unsafe behaviours, the effects of second hand 
smoke on the body, awareness of the safe use and storage of medicines, emergency 
procedures such as how to call 000, healthy food choices  

Year 3-4 Mind your Medicine – factors that influence someone’s sense of worth, techniques for 
effective communication, identifying the impact of different factors on health and 
wellbeing, strategies for managing stressful situations and medicines as drugs and the 
consequences of their misuse. 

 

Students in Year 5/6 will be participating in a Family Life session in Term 2. Information regarding this session 
will be sent home closer to the date. 
 

CELEBRATING OUR 50 YEARS/ SCHOOL FETE  
We are really excited to be celebrating our 50th b’day this year!  
Planning is already taking place and we will be celebrating or 
b’day by a formal presentation in the PAC followed by our  
Twilight Fete. It is going to be fantastic! We have already found  
some priceless pictures and historical information. If you have  
anything at home that you can share for this event, please let 
us know so that we can showcase a range of historical  
artefacts.  
 

Organising entertainment and performances is part of the fete committee’s tasks and they are looking for any 
sporting or entertainment groups that may be interested in showcasing their talents. If you know of a sporting 
or talent agency that might be interested, can you please provide their details on the tear off slip at the end of 
the newsletter. 
 

Let’s Celebrate 
 A fantastic turnout for our Whole School Communication Night last Thursday. It was great to have over 

60 parents in attendance.  

 A fun ‘Teddy Bear’s Picnic with our Preps and 3-4 year old kinder kids last Friday. 

Until next week, 
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Curriculum Update 
Helping your child with homework shows your kids that you are taking an active interest in what 
they do and helps set them up with study and organisational skills. 
 
Tips for completing homework: 
Be a good role model for your child and assist them in developing a good homework habit that will 
set them up for life. Show your child that you value their education and their homework. Reading 
books, writing shopping lists and balancing budgets demonstrates to your child the skills that they 
are learning by doing homework and that they will use as an adult.  

1. Set aside a regular time: a time that suits your child and the family is best. Although, there 

maybe times due to other commitments, like sport, where you may need to be flexible.  

2. Have a ‘homework’ spot: it should be neat and tidy, with everything you may need to use 

handy. It should also be a relatively quiet place with plenty of light too.  

3. Switch off: turn off the TV or any other things that could be a distraction.  

4. Be supportive: monitor what your child is doing but don’t complete tasks for them. Talk 

about what they need to do complete the activity. Encourage them and praise them for 

their work.  

Overall, encourage good study habits in your child and help them learn valuable organisational 
skills. If you have any questions about homework please see your class teacher to clarify 
expectations.  
 
Physical Education NOTES: 

 Please ensure students have a drink bottle and a hat for their PE session. 

 Grade 5/6 students are busy preparing for the District Athletics on Friday 24 March. 

Students will be chosen for events based on their training, trials during PE sessions and 

teacher recommendations. RunReady a specialised athletics based program run by a coach 

from Athletics Australia is helping to prepare the students. 

 Term 2 Interschool Sport is on Friday mornings 9 – 11am. We require adults to assist by 

accompanying a team. The games are held at MWHPS or at another local school in our 

Division. If you are interested in helping us with a team the sports next term are soccer 

rounders, netball and AFL. 

 Scores have been tallied, times recorded and checked and doubled checked. The winning 

house of the Twilight Sports will be announced at the next assembly. 
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eSmart: 

 

Thanks 
 

Carolyn 

Carolyn Datson 
Assistant Principal 
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Family Dinner Friday 31st March          

                              
 

Term 1, 2017 FAMILY Dinner 

The Mount Waverley Height Parents Association invites 
 

                                    Parents, Friends and Students to join us 

 
WHEN:  Friday 31st March 2017 
WHERE:  Matthew Flinders Hotel, Warrigal Road, Chadstone 
TIME:   5.30pm 

RSVP:   24th March 2017(or earlier to guarantee your booking**) via the following link 

http://doodle.com/poll/pkthnar4a5694xqc 

This is a great opportunity for Parents, Friends and Students to get together, have a meal, be 
entertained and have some fun! 

 

** A $100 deposit has been paid for 60 people, if additional numbers 
are required booking will be amended, though is dependent on availability. 

 
For any queries please contact Krishna Thurston 

0438 550 178 or krishnathurston@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term the family dinner will be on Friday 31st March, the 
last day of the term, at Matthew Flinders Hotel Chadstone.  
 
Matthew Flinders provides lots of entertainment 
opportunities for the children including arcade games and  
play area. 
 
Booking is due next Friday 24th Mar, the earlier the better.  
 
Each term we organise a dinner at a local venue and you can 
enjoy the night and catch up with your friends while the 
children are entertained.  
 
Please see below for booking and event details. 
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Hi everyone!  

Last week was cartoon network week. My favourite activity was Jake the Dog slime, it was called Jake the dog 
slime because Jake the dog can stretch and so could our Slime. We also did find Finns sword, which was like a 
treasure hunt because we had a map with 'x' marks the spot. We also played capture the cartoon which was 
like capture the flag but we changed it so it would fit in with our theme.  

“The games that we played were really fun, and I really fun and I really liked it” - Ariana from 1/ 2 TM 

AND OUR EXTEND SUPER-STAR OF THE WEEK IS..... 

ERIN W FROM GRADE 5H 

FOR: Being bright and bubbly at after school care and a great help to her friends and the 
educators . 

 
Coming up next week: JUNGLE WEEK 

Monday: Sensory Jungles and crocodile, crocodile  
Tuesday: Toilet roll trees and spiders and scorpions 

Wednesday: Paper chain vines and crocodile obstacle course 
Thursday: Paper leaf bunting and animal dice  

Friday: Jungle exploration and playground  

From Rylie and the kids at Extend. :) 

 

 

Extend OSHC at  
Mount Waverley Heights Primary School 
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Computer Programming Club coming to MWHPS on Thursdays Term 2 
Time: 3.40pm to 4.40pm 
For details of course visit http://www.digimaker.com.au/courses/ 
 

Notice going home this week, please RSVP to the Office by 24 March 2017 
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