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Term 1, 2017 
 
Thursday 16 February 

Yr 1-6 Information Exchange Night 
2.30pm to 7.00pm by appointment 
 

Prep Information Night  
7.00pm to 8.00pm for all Prep parents 
 
School Council Nominations   
closing date today 
 
Friday 17 February 

Yr 5/6 SDSSA Summer Sport 
Round Robin – Jells Park 
 
Monday 20 February 
Assembly today 3.00pm (PAC) 
 

Classroom/Parent Helper 
Induction Program 2.00pm to 2.45pm  
All welcome –Room 56H 
 
Wednesday 22 February 
No Preps class today, only students 
booked for their assessments attend.  
 
School Council Meeting 7pm 
2016 Council presiding 
 
Monday 27 February 
Assembly today 3.00pm (PAC) 
 
 

 Refer to the website for Notices    
http://mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au/par

ent-information/ 
 

 
  

WHOLE SCHOOL COMMUNICATION NIGHT – 9 MARCH  
A flyer went home today about our whole school 
communication night.  We are really excited to have Michael 
Ymer run our communication night, and I know you will be 
impressed with his wealth of knowledge and experience. We 
would love to have all our parents present at this event, as this 
is one evening not to be missed! Learn about how we teach 
maths and how you can best support your child in this essential 
learning area. We invite all families to the BBQ which 
commences from 5.30-6.30pm. Michael Ymer’s session will run 
from 6.30-8pm in the PAC. Whilst Michael is presenting some 
of our wonderful teaching staff will take the children over to 
Building E (Early Years Centre – Prep Building) to watch a movie.  
 
For catering purposes, please complete the RSVP and return to 
the School Office Friday by 3 March. 
 
READING  - Why is it so important that you continue to read 
with your child every night? 
It is really important for all of us (educators, parents and 
students themselves) to remember that there is much that can 
be done for your child to reach their cognitive potential.  One 
of the main predictors of learning success is self-efficacy. 
Meaning students who believe that they can – do! Other traits 
such as practice, resilience, hardwork, effort, dedication and 
most of all - self efficacy makes a world of difference in a child’s 
beliefs about themselves as a learner.  
 
A child's reading skills are important to their success in school 
and work. A high degree of success in other areas, be it maths, 
science, technology is underpinned by one’s ability to read. This 
article, although written for the American market by Jim 
Trelease, highlights some very important points.  
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 How can something as simple as reading to a child be so effective? 
‘As lumber is the primary support for building a house, words are the primary structure for learning. There are really only two 
efficient ways to get words into a person’s brain: either by seeing them or by hearing them. Since it will be years before an 
infant uses his or her eyes for actual reading, the best source for vocabulary and brain building becomes the ear. What we send 
into that ear becomes the foundation for the child’s “brain house.”  

Those meaningful sounds in the ear now will help the child make sense of the words coming in through the eye later when 
learning to read. We read to children for all the same reasons we talk with children: to reassure, to entertain, to bond, to inform 
or explain, to arouse curiosity, and to inspire. But in reading aloud, we also:  

x build vocabulary  
x condition the child’s brain to associate reading with pleasure  
x create background knowledge  
x provide a reading role model  
x plant the desire to read  

One factor hidden in the decline of students’ recreational reading is that it coincides with a decline in the amount of time adults 
read to them. By middle school, almost no one is reading aloud to students. If each read- aloud is a commercial for the pleasures 
of reading, then a decline in advertising would naturally be reflected in a decline in students’ recreational reading.  

There are two basic “reading facts of life” that are ignored in most education circles, yet without these two principles working 
in tandem, little else will work.  

x Reading Fact No. 1: Human beings are pleasure centered.  
x Reading Fact No. 2: Reading is an accrued skill.  

Let’s examine Fact No. 1. Human beings will voluntarily do over and over that which brings them pleasure. That is, we 
continually go to the restaurants we like, order the foods we like, listen to the radio stations that play the music we like, and 
visit the neighbors we like. Conversely, we avoid the foods, music, and neighbors we dislike. Far from being a theory, this is 
a physiological fact: We approach what causes pleasure, and we withdraw from what causes displeasure or pain.7 

HEN we read to a child, we’re sending a pleasure message to the child’s brain. You could even call it a commercial, 
conditioning the child to associate books and print with pleasure. There are, however, displeasures associated with reading and 
school. The learning experience can be tedious or boring, threatening, and often without meaning— endless hours of work 
sheets, intensive phonics instruction, and unconnected test questions. If a child seldom experiences the pleasures of reading 
but increasingly meets its displeasures, then the natural reaction will be withdrawal.  

And that brings us to Reading Fact No. 2. Reading is like riding a bicycle, driving a car, or sewing: In order to get better at it 
you must do it. And the more you read, the better you get at it. The past thirty years of reading research8 confirms this simple 
formula, regardless of gender, race, nationality, or socioeconomic background. Students who read the most also read the best, 
achieve the most, and stay in school the longest. Conversely, those who don’t read much cannot get better at it. 

Why don’t students read more? Because of Reading Fact No. 1. The large number of displeasure messages they received 
throughout their school years coupled with the lack of pleasure messages in the home nullify any attraction books might have. 
They avoid print the same way a cat avoids a hot stovetop.’ (Jim Trelease 2013) 

 

So our challenge as educators and parents is creating that desire to read for all of our students and children. 
iPads and devices increase the challenge for us as parents and finding a balance can be tough. It is interesting to 
note that a children’s books contains on average 50% more challenging/rare words than prime-time television. 
Reading with or to your child puts your child at a significant advantage. 
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Promoting the love, passion and joy of a good read and sharing these tales and stories, promotes 
‘pleasure messages’ and encourages our kids to do more of it.  ‘The more you read, the better you get at 
it; the better you get at it, the more you like it; and the more you like it, the more you do it.’  
 
So how are we promoting reading at school? 

x We have taken back the first ten minutes of each day (which used to be spent chatting and taking 
out lunch orders, books and fruit snack) and dedicated this to reading, whereby every student has 
a book box containing ‘good fit’ or ‘just right’ books. An additional ten minutes each day = 50mins 
each week = 500mins each term (8hrs and 30mins) = 34 hours of reading a year in addition to the 
reading block. See how just ten minutes a day can make a world of difference! 

x Book Boxes for every child – books at the right reading level (easy to read) leading to a successful 
read (comprehension maintained) which leads to a pleasurable non-threatening experience, 
promoting the love of reading. 

x Reading block (usually 9-10am) focussed on developing your child’s reading strategies and 
stretching them beyond their current level and ability. Providing the challenge! Follow up 
activities related to the text whereby they apply their new learning to different situations.  

x Assessment – tracking every child across the school through ‘Sentral’ our online system allows us 
to see progress over the short and long term. Running Records and PROBE (senior classes) is 
collected each term and discussed at level, staff, leadership and professional learning team 
meetings (PLT’s). 

x To help promote the love of reading we are now recognising students in P-2 who have read for a 
number of nights by awarding certificates at assembly. This is not about recognising great readers, 
it is about encouraging reading; knowing that the more a student reads, the better they get at it, 
the better they get at it the more they like it, the more they like it, the more they do it.’ 
Developing a culture of readers is essential in equipping students with the skills for learning for 
life. 

 
Facilities 
Some of you may be aware of the flood damage we had after the storm a couple of weeks ago. 
Unfortunately the storeroom in the PAC was flooded. As such everything had to be removed, and fans 
have been assembled to dry the floor and walls. As soon as the repair works have been completed all 
items will once again be placed back in the storeroom. Thank you for your patience and understanding 
whilst these works are being undertaken. 
 
Save the date for the following whole school events…. 
Twilight Sports – Thursday 2 March 
Whole school communication night – Wednesday 9 March 
 
HOMEWORK 
Over the coming weeks, homework will be sent home in each grade level.  Homework, including diaries 
are sent to and from school each day in the student satchels provided.  The aim of homework is to revisit 
concept taught in class, to practise basic skills in literacy and numeracy, and develop independent study 
habits.  Reading at home, for example, is about practising ‘easy’ reading.  It is about practicing fluency, 
expression and pace, so that the skill of reading gradually becomes automatic.  Studies have shown that if 
you read at any pace under 60 wpm – struggling through each sentence, word by word - understanding  
 



 

 
Mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook.com/MtWaverleyHeightsPS 

Mountwaverley.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 
 

what you read becomes almost impossible. Developing a suitable reading pace is necessary and can be 
enhanced through intensive, deliberate practice.  Each year level will provide more detail of the 
homework requirements via their diaries and term newsletter. The year 3-6 team will be handing out a 
detailed flyer shortly. The guide below outlines DET and school requirements. 
 

Prep – Yr 4 x will mainly consist of daily reading to, with and by parents/carer or older 
siblings 

x enables the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering of extra 
information or materials (Spelling Words) + (Maths Task: Yr 1-4 only) 

x will generally not exceed 30 mins per day or set on weekends or during 
vacations. 

Yr 5-6 x should include daily reading to parents/carer (if under Reading Level 30) or 
daily independent reading (above Reading Level 30). 

x may extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and research 
(Spelling Words) + (Maths Task) + (Other – Will replace another set 
homework task for the week, which may require your child to carry out 
research, learn poetry, continue with their Personal Interest Project (PIP) 
etc) 

x will generally range from: 30 to 45 minutes a day at Year 5/6 
 
Let’s celebrate… 

¾ Tyler for taking on the challenges in his life and as such inspiring all of us to take risks and be 
resilient no matter what life throws at us! (Check out the article below) 

¾ Tanna being selected to toss a coin at The Australian Open at the Rafael Nadal and Florian Mayer 
game!  

 

 

 
 
 

Until next week 
 

Sharon  

Sharon Reiss-Stone 
Principal 
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ART NEWS 
This week’s Artists of the Week are Year 3/4. They have been working really hard this week on their painting 
skills. They have been experimenting with colour blending with paints and I can’t wait to see their finished 
artworks! Great work! 
 

 
 
ART SMOCKS. 
It is terrific to see the large number of children who have already brought their art smocks to school. Each child 
will need a CLEARLY NAMED art smock to be kept at school to protect their uniform from paint and glue. The 
school uniform shop has art smocks available for purchase should you need to buy one. 
 
MUSIC NEWS 
CHOIR 
The Choirs have had their first rehearsals this week and it is terrific to see the enthusiasm of all of the students 
involved.  
Senior Choir (Years 3 – 6) will rehearse on Wednesday lunchtime in the Music Room. 
Junior Choir (Years 1 – 2) will rehearse on Thursday lunchtime in the Music Room. 
If your child would like to be involved but didn’t come along this week, please encourage them to come along 
next week and give it a go! 
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Classroom/ Parent Helper Induction this Monday 20 Feb 
 

The Classroom/ Parent Helper Induction Program will be on Monday 20 Feb from 2 – 2.45pm 
(before assembly in Miss Hannah’s room 5/6H). This is a great opportunity to learn more about 
how you can help in the classroom. Class teachers appreciate classroom helpers as an important 
aspect of working with parents and  families to support student learning.  Students also welcome 
their parents’ involvement as a regular and enjoyable highlight of the school week. A note went 
out last week, please return the reply slip indicating your attendance. 
 

If you are interested in assisting in the classroom under the guidance of the classroom teacher 
this induction program will help you:  
 

x Develop an increased understanding of the development of literacy skills. 
x Understand how to act as role models for students in classrooms.  
x Develop an understanding in how to provide effective literacy support for individual or small 

groups of students. 
x Learn about Working With Children Check and Child Safe information 

There are a number of ways parents can help at our school, for example: 

x Excursions 
x Incursions 
x Camps 
x Sport Days 
x Classroom Helper  

x Listen to reading 
x Assist in rotations 
x Whole school events 
x Give a presentation 

 
Physical Education NOTES: 

x Please ensure students have a drink bottle and a hat for their PE session. 
x The Summer Round Robin is on Friday 17 Feb. Thank you to the parents who have 

volunteered to take a team. They have a working with children check and will be assisting 
Miss Hannah and Ms Petra Groll. 

x District Athletics is Friday 24 March. Each school is allocated an event and duty for the 
day. If you are available to assist us on the day, your help would be appreciated. We are 
looking for a parent to go on the bus, do a duty and help on an event. Please let me know 
if you can help. 

x March 2 Twilight Sports 

 
Thanks 
 

Carolyn 
Carolyn Datson 
Assistant Principal 
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2nd March 2017 Thursday 5.30pm to 7.00pm – Twilight Sports 
 
The PA is going to be selling drinks at the Twilight Sports night.  
The roster of selling drinks will come out soon. Please keep the date open and if you could help at this 
event then please let Office staff or a member of the PA know. 

 
 

 
Hi everyone!  

 

This week was sports week which was all planned by Bradley E in grade 3! We did activities such as table top ice 
hockey, imagination creation, basketball, kickball, paper mache footballs and cricket. Our favourite new game we 

invented is called revenge line tiggy! 
 

“I like making the paper chains, I made mine into sets of handcuffs“ - Jake G from 3/4B 
 

“I've really enjoyed planning these fun activities with Rylie for the week, I look forward to planning more weeks for 
all of us to do at before and after school care“ - Bradley E from 3/4S 

 

Coming up next week: SUSTAINABILITY WEEK 
Monday: Gilbert the Gecko and ball games 
Tuesday: Egg drop and clean up the yard 

Wednesday: Make your own paper and mini ecosystem sensory box 
Thursday: Natural artwork and hairy harries 

Friday: Freddy the fish and playground 
 

AND OUR EXTEND SUPER-STAR OF THE WEEK IS..... 
 

SOPHIE K FROM GRADE 1 
 

FOR: Her endless positivity, helpfulness and ability to make others laugh when they are down! 
 

From Rylie and the kids at Extend. :) 
 

Are you a Proud Parent? 
  

Post your proud parent moment on Extend’s Facebook page with a short caption and hashtag #ProudParent to win 
a GoPro Hero5 plus more prizes worth over $1000.  
 

Winner announced on Facebook on Monday 27 February. For terms visit extend.com.au/proudparents 

 

Extend OSHC at 
Mount Waverley Heights Primary School 
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SCHOOL BANKING INFORMATION - OUR BANKING DAY is FRIDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook.com/MtWaverleyHeightsPS 

Mountwaverley.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SCHOOL TERM DATES 2017 

 
Term 1:   30 January (school teachers start) to 31 
March 
Thursday   2 February Grade 1 to 6 commence 
Friday       3 February Prep commence 

 
 

Term 2:  18 April (Tuesday) to 30 June, 2017 
 
 

Term 3:  17 July to 22 September, 2017 
 
 

Term 4:    9 October to 22 December, 2017 
 

 

�

www.�easterndevils.com.au�� ~~� www.collingwoodfc.com.au�

   
� www.aflauskick.com.au/�

�

During the 2017 NAB AFL Women’s Competition FREE clinics are taking place 
around the country, giving girls and boys the opportunity to have heaps of fun 
learning the basics of Australian Football. The clinics will involve fun footy activities 
and an introduction to AFL Skills.  

�

REGISTRATION�IS�ESSENTIAL�
The�Eastern�Devils�in�conjunction�with�the�Collingwood�FC�

are�proud�to�welcome�children�from�the�local�area��
during�the�month�of�March�2017.�
MEET�THE�STARS�OF�THE�AFLW!�

�
OPTION 1: -  15 March 2017 at 4:00-5.30pm  
 
OPTION 2: -  22 March 2017 at 4:00-5.30pm 

LOCATION:-  136 Garnett Rd, Wheelers Hill VIC 3150 

REGISTER HERE: - https://membership.sportstg.com/regoform.cgi?formID=67053 
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ARE YOU ELIGIBILE? If so, then please let the Office know. 


