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TERM ONE 2018 
 
Thursday 15th February 
Prep Information Night 7-8pm 
Year 1-6 Information Exchange Night 
 
Monday 19th February 
Classroom Helpers Program 2pm-2:45pm 
Whole School Assembly 3pm 
 
Wednesday 21st February 
No School for Preps (Assessments) 
School Council Meeting 
 
Friday 23rd February 
SDSSA Summer Sport Round Robin –  
Jells Park 
 
Wednesday 28th February 
No School for Preps (Assessments) 
 
Thursday 1st March  
Twilight Sports 5:30-7pm 
 
Thursday 8th March 
Whole School Communication Night 5:30-7pm 
 
Monday 12th March 
Public Holiday 
 
Thursday 29th March 
Last day of Term 1 
 
TERM TWO 2018 
 
Monday 16th April 
Term Two starts 
 
Tuesday 1st May 
School Photos 
 

 Refer to the website for Notices    
http://mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au/parent-

information/ 

 
  

 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE NIGHT   - TONIGHT! 
Just a reminder that ‘Getting to know you interviews’ are tonight! Don’t 
forget to bring along the form sent home last week to share with your 
child’s classroom teacher.  
 
Prep Information Night is also tonight at 7pm. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Closing date for nominations is today at 4pm.  
 
 
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK (WWC) 

 
 
As part of government regulations all volunteers (including parent helpers) 
must have a valid ‘Working with Children Check’. If you plan on helping out 
at a school event, reading with students in class or helping on an excursion, 
then you are required to have a WWC. 
 
The WWC Check is a minimum checking standard set by the Working with 
Children Act 2005 for those who work with children, either on a paid or 
voluntary basis. To be a volunteer at a school a Working with Children Card 
provided by the Department of Justice is required. This card is: 
 

 valid for 5 years 

 transferable between volunteer organisations 

 free of charge for volunteers, but cannot be used for paid 
employment. 

 
Information on how to apply can be found at 
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/. Once attained, please 
provide a copy to the school so that you can be added to our register. 
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READING – Why is it important for students to read aloud?  
Often as a child’s reading becomes more independent, parents stop reading with their children. We know that 
reading aloud is essential for kids of all ages. The practice of both oral and silent reading for older students, 
contributes to developing readers who can read a text with a depth of understanding. Here are some reasons why 
reading aloud is important…… 

1. 1. To enhance fluency. Fluency is an essential part of successful reading. Fluency is based on automaticity (a 
reader's ability to recognize words automatically). If children are to become both automatic and fluent readers, 
they need practice. Preparing to read a text aloud expressively provides children with the time and means to 
recognize words automatically and to read a text with a high percentage of accuracy. When children practice by 
engaging in repeated oral readings, their levels of fluency increase significantly (Rasinski 2000; Martens 1997). 

2.  
3. 2. To strengthen comprehension. When children use techniques for expressive oral reading, their comprehension 

of what they are reading dramatically increases. Since fluency is closely tied to comprehension, when children 
become smoother and more accurate readers they will also become more knowledgeable ones. By practicing a 
text, children will become more familiar with its words, sentence patterns, and organizational structure. Once 
children become familiar and comfortable with a text, they are then in a position to make discoveries about the 
different kinds of meanings (both denotative and connotative) that may emerge from their interaction with the 
text (Apol & Harris 1999). Because they are approaching and envisioning reading anew, children who know how to 
read expressively show a greater understanding of the texts they have chosen to read (Davis 1997). 

4.  
5. 3. To develop critical reading skills. For children to read expressively, they must make conscious decisions about 

how to read and what they should emphasize while they are reading so that they can effectively communicate 
both the surface and deeper meanings of a text. For instance, if children are to read and communicate both the 
denotative level (content) and the connotative components (emotions and attitudes) of the opening line of Robert 
Louis Stevenson's "My Shadow" ("I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me"), they must decide what the 
text is literally saying and what emotions are being implied. Once children have decided what emotions and 
attitudes are being implied, they will have to decide how to use their voices to communicate those emotions and 
attitudes (Popp 1996; Barton & Booth 1990). By reading and expressing two levels of the text at once, children 
have necessarily engaged in critical thinking: they have examined and analyzed the text, made inferences, drawn 
conclusions, and have made informed decisions about how to vocally communicate those inferences and 
conclusions (Richards 2000). In this way, children who learn to read aloud expressively will become more sensitive 
to the workings of print language and will gain insights into what they are reading (Martinez, Roser, & Strecker 
1999).  

6.  
7. Additionally, when children gather in their reading response groups to rehearse their readings and gain feedback 

from their peers, they learn how to use critical listening to critique one another's readings. As they give supportive 
and helpful feedback to each other, children learn that texts are open to interpretation and negotiation, and that 
meaning is a matter of how one analyzes and performs the text (Enciso & Edmiston 1997). 

4. To develop other important reading skills. When children prepare to read expressively, they will develop 
competence in grammar, memory, attention, sequencing, and understanding cause and effect (Healy 1990). 
Reading well takes time, focus, and attention; and if children are going to read aloud well, they must give the 
requisite time, focus, and attention to prepare the text. As children prepare a text for oral reading, they will gain a 
greater understanding of how grammatical and rhetorical structures (sentences, stanzas, and paragraphs) work 
and how the sequencing of words and ideas plays an important role in the delivery of meaning (Hancock 2000). 

 

 

http://mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au/
http://facebook.com/MtWaverleyHeightsPS
mailto:mountwaverley.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 

 
Mountwaverleyheightsps.vic.edu.au 

Facebook.com/MtWaverleyHeightsPS 

Mountwaverley.heights.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
 

5. To help struggling readers. When struggling readers learn to use expressive oral reading skills and apply them to 
something they are going to read aloud, they become stronger readers. By rehearsing their readings through repeated 
practice, struggling readers improve their accuracy and word recognition abilities (Morado, Koenig, & Wilson 1999). 
Additionally, as struggling readers read aloud, they can more effectively monitor themselves. As they read, they can 
listen to discover if what they are reading "sounds right" and if it makes sense. Moreover, they can also record their 
readings and listen to themselves; in this way, they can locate areas that need improvement and work on them. By 
monitoring themselves as they read aloud, struggling readers become more fluent and more confident readers 
(Armbruster, Lehr, & Osborn 2001). 

8. 6. To build confidence. When children read with expressive skills, they will also develop more confidence in 
themselves as readers. No longer limited either to rapid word-calling or to stumbling over print, children will discover 
that, with practice and guidance, they can become more fluent, purposeful, and effective readers of the kinds of print 
material that had previously frustrated or befuddled them. And with repeated success, their confidence levels will rise 
(Davis 1997). 

https://www.education.com/reference/article/reasons-teach-children-read-aloud/ 
 
HOMEWORK 
Over the coming weeks, homework will be sent home in each grade level.  Homework, including diaries (Yrs1-6) are 
sent to and from school each day in the student satchels provided.  The aim of homework is to revisit concepts taught 
in class, to practice basic skills in literacy and numeracy, and develop independent study habits.  Reading at home, for 
example, is about practicing ‘easy’ reading.  It is about practicing fluency, expression and pace, so that the skill of 
reading gradually becomes automatic.  Studies have shown that if you read at any pace under 60 wpm – struggling 
through each sentence, word by word - understanding what you read becomes almost impossible. Developing a 
suitable reading pace is necessary and can be enhanced through intensive, deliberate practice.  Each year level will 
provide more detail of the homework requirements via their diaries and term newsletter. The year 3-6 team will be 
handing out a detailed flyer at tonight’s interviews. The guide below outlines DET and school requirements. 

 
 

Prep – Yr 4  will mainly consist of daily reading to, with and by parents/carer or older siblings 

 enables the extension of class work by practicing skills or gathering of extra 

information or materials (Spelling Words) + (Maths Task: Yr 1-4 only) 

 will generally not exceed 30 mins per day or set on weekends or during vacations. 

 

Yr 5-6  should include daily reading to parents/carer (if under Reading Level 30) or daily 

independent reading (above Reading Level 30). 

 may extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and research (Spelling 

Words) + (Maths Task) + (Other – Will replace another set homework task for the 

week, which may require your child to carry out research, learn poetry, continue 

with their Personal Interest Project (PIP) etc.) 

 will generally range from: 30 to 45 minutes a day at Year 5/6 
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Our inquiry topic for the term is ‘Identity’. Here is a summary across the school. 
 

Prep ‘All About Me’. Students will be discussing what makes us 
individuals and appreciating differences. 
 

Year 1/2 Growing Older and Wiser: Students will develop an 

understanding of how we grow and change and how this can help 

us to be the best we can be. Students will investigate staying safe 

and taking responsible risks, healthy food, expressing emotions 

and dealing with conflict and getting older. 

Year 3/4 The Game of Life: In order to recognise and be confident about 

our own identity, we need to feel supported and cared for by the 

people around us and the community in which we live. 

 

Year 5/6 Ethics and Emotions Students will develop an understanding of 
who they are and how to cope with the various pressures that the 
media and their peers use to influence them. 

 

 
Save the date for the following whole school events…. 

 Leadership badges will be handed out at assembly Monday 19 February 

 Twilight Sports – Thursday March 1 – (5.30-7PM) 

 Whole school communication night – Wednesday March 8 (5.30-7pm) 
 
Let’s celebrate… 

 Chinese New Year – The Year of the Dog – Loyalty and honesty, amiable and 
kind are personality traits of the Dogs. Wishing everyone a happy Chinese 
New Year!  

 A silver medal for Matt Graham and a bronze for Scott James in the moguls 
at the PyeongChang 2018 Olympic Games. 

 The gorgeous self portraits completed by our preps. 

 
 
 
Until next week, 

Sharon 
Sharon Reiss-Stone 
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Classroom Helper Program 
 
Helping in the classroom and with school events is a great way to become involved with our school. 
The literacy block generally runs from 9 – 11am and during that time students engage in reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening. Our literacy block starts with ‘read to self’, which is ten minutes of 
reading where students work on developing their strategies and comprehension skills. We would 
love to have parents come and help during this time by listening to students read but in order to be 
a helper in the classroom you need to complete our Classroom Helpers Program. 
 
 Even if you attended this program last year, it is always important to refresh your memory and keep 
up to date with the latest requirements when volunteering within a primary school and the Child 
Safe Standards. The program will be running on Monday February 19th from 2 – 2.45pm. 
 
If you have any problems, logging on to Sentral please come and see the office. Your username is 
your email address and the password is the one you created initially. If you have forgotten your 
password, please click on the Forgot Password section.  
 

 
 

There may be a lag when resetting your password so we appreciate your patience.  
If you are not set up with Sentral it is really important that you speak to the office about an account, 
as we hope to make Sentral our main communication tool between home and school. We are 
currently trialing the Sentral app and hope that as features are unlocked we can roll them out to 
parents.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Thanks 
 

Carolyn 

Carolyn Datson 
Assistant Principal 
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This week’s Artists 
of the week are 

3/4G for their 
amazing creative 
work with their 

painting techniques 
on their harmony 

day projects. Great 
work 3/4G! 

 

Mount Waverley Heights is collecting the Sports for Schools vouchers for 2018. Feel 
free to drop your vouchers in at the office – Thank-you! 
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Extend OSHC at Mount Waverley Heights Primary School 
 

Hi everyone! 
 

We had an awesome week at Extend last week. It was our first full week and it was great to 
get back into our regular rhythm. We donned our aprons and cooked Zucchini slice a 
favourite amongst the children. The children have enjoyed the change of cooking to a 

Monday, as new children get to experience our cooking in After School Care. Our highlights 
of the week were Plaster creations and Fluffy slime. Over the holidays we have been 

collection silicon moulds and the children used them last week to make plaster animals. The 
children loved this new experience and enjoyed painting their plaster creations once they 

have dried. Fluffy slime on Friday is always a hit. It is great to be able to watch the children 
experiment and they figure out what quantities they need for the slime to have the right 

consistency. From now on Science will now be on Wednesdays afternoons. 

 
Specialist Afternoon- Chess Club 

 
I am so excited to trial our new chess club which commences next week. All through primary 

school, I loved playing chess and it soon become a favourite hobby of mine. I have 
competed in many different chess competitions which my highlight of playing at the Victorian 

State Championships in Grade 6. I have loved watching the children teach each other to 
play and I thought it would be a great opportunity to share my knowledge with the children. If 
your child is interested in learning how to play chess, we would love to have them participate 

in our Friday afternoon chess club.    
 

Coming up next week: 
 

Monday 12: Cooking: Mini Pizzas, Ball Sports 
Tuesday 13: Harry Potter Wands, Line Tiggy 

Wednesday 14: Science: Stress Balls, Playground 
Thursday 15: Collages, Group games 

Friday 16: Specialist afternoon: Chess Club 
 
 

AND OUR EXTEND SUPER-STAR OF THE WEEK IS..... 
 

Ameer B ¾ S 
 

For always bringing a smile and positive attitude into Extend. Thank you for 
always helping us and setting a good example for your peers. 

 

From Caitlin and the kids at Extend. :) 
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School Banking: 

  
Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 
 
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver 
account. You can open an account for your child in one of two ways:   
 
1. Online 
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.  
 
2. In branch 
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s 
licence and birth certificate. 
 
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight 
away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their 
Dollarmites deposit wallet.  
 
School Banking day is FRIDAY Each week.  You need to hand in your book your teacher. Your banking 
book will be returned on the following Monday. 
 
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please ask for a 2018 School Banking program 
information pack from the school office or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 
 

 
Term 1 rewards: 
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I invite you, and your wonderful students of your school to the 2018 Walk for Monash 

Children's Hospital. 
 

The Walk for Monash Children's Hospital is our annual fundraising event supporting sick 
Victorian kids treated at Monash Children's Hospital. The new 230-bed Monash 

Children's Hospital opened in April 2017. It's one of the largest children's hospitals in 
Australia providing care to over 100,000 Victorian kids every year.  

 
I am the principal of the Monash Children's Hospital school, enabling our patients to 

continue their education. Young people deserve access to a great school, and recovering 
in hospital should be no obstacle to getting the very best education. 

 
Over the past 5 years the Walk for Monash Children's Hospital has raised over $400,000 

for sick kids. We would love to have your school involved this year.  
 

Simply click here to register for the event today, and start your own fundraising page. 
You can then create a team, enabling your school community of staff, students and 

parents to walk and fundraise together.  
 

I really hope to see your school represented at this beautiful day held at Jells Park, 
Wheelers Hill on Sunday March 4 2018. 

 
With your help we can imagine a healthier future for Victoria's children. 

 
Warmest Regards, 
Colin Dobson 
Principal 
Monash Children’s Hospital School 
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