Year 5 and 6
Term Two Newsletter
Important Dates:
2nd May: John Monash—Little
Scientist– Big Science
4th May: Winter Sport Rd 2
7th May: Curriculum Day
8h May: Assembly
9h May: Mini Mathematicians
JMSS
11th May: Lapathon House
Cross Country
Year 7 Placement forms to be
returned
15th May: Naplan Language
Conventions & Writing
16th May—Naplan Reading
17th May— Naplan Numeracy
18th May: SDSSA Cross Country
Yr 4-6
21st May: Grandparents’
Morning Tea
22nd May: - Youth Concert

Welcome to Term 2 everyone, how quickly it has
arrived!

Term Two at a Glance...
The Year 5/6s have settled in and now is the time
for them to challenge themselves to achieve their
best. Term Two had a busy start, with the first
Interschool Winter Sport matches, school leaders went to the Anzac Day Ceremony at
Glen Waverley Centaph as well as the first session of the Big Science, Little Scientist
program. Coming up is more Interschool sport, more Science sessions, MiniMathematicians at John Monash Science School and Naplan for Year 5 . Then if we
didn’t have enough going on there is the Narmbool Camp!
Our Inquiry Unit for this Term is Sustainability. We will be investigating Natural
Disasters and their impact on the sustainability of communities as being aware of the
actions around climate change. Essential questions to be answered would include—
How does the way we react to local and global disasters demonstrate our
understanding of our responsibilities to other people and to the environment? To what
extent are natural disasters a result of natural events?

23rd May—Mini Mathematicians
25th May: Winter Sport Rd 3
29th May—ICAS Science Test
23rd May—District Athletics
30th May: John Monash—Big
Science Little Scientist
31st May: SCHOOL PHOTOS
1st June: Winter Sport Rd 4
6th June: Melbourne Zoo
excursion
8th June: Winter Sport Rd 5
12th—15th June: NARMBOOL
CAMP
20th June: Mini Mathematicians
22nd June : Soccer RR
25th June: EoT Assembly
27th June: Mini Mathematicians
29th June: End of Term 2:30
finish

Literacy: Reading & Viewing
This term the 5/6s will be concentrating on the various language devices used in
Persuasive Texts. They will be determining whether or not the author is giving them
facts or opinions, what words are used to appeal to our senses to portray the
characters in certain light and how authors make allusions to make
characterization more easily understood. Later in the term they will be studying
texts where the information is presented in a variety of ways depending on the
author’s purpose. Our Sustainability Inquiry topic will cover a variety of Information
Texts.This term sees the start of the 2018 Premier’s Reading Challenge . Students
will be expected to have read a minimum of 15 books to meet the challenge.

Literacy: Writing
The writing topics studied daily across the Years 5 and 6 this term include
Persuasive Writing, including expositions and advertisements, and Information
Reports.
In Grammar, the focus will be on modal verbs and adverbs. Later in the term we
will be studying technical nouns.
Students will continue the Smart Spelling program. The spelling patterns to be
studied include ph as in dolphin, cc as in soccer.

Mathematics
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This term has begun with a focus on 12 and 24 hour time and the sorting
of 2D shapes according to their properties. Students have explored the
hierarchy of quadrilaterals and how a rectangle and a rhombus can be
related to a square.
Other topics this term will include Geometry—3D shapes including prisms
and pyramids, multiplication of large numbers in real life situations as
well as division with remainders.

Wellbeing
Year 6 students will be beginning their first round of Habits of Mind
before Home (HoM b4 Home) on the 30th of April. Groups have been
working very hard to come up with lessons that they can teach mixed
grades of year 3 to 5 students. They aim to teach them how to use
these Habits of Mind to solve problems both in the classroom and
out in the yard.

Working on Maths Tasks during
Pi Day

The four Habits of Mind that each group will be teaching were chosen by the year 5/6 students based on what they see as ‘problem’
areas in the 3-6 area. These Habits are, Persisting, Striving for Accuracy, Taking Responsible Risks and Managing Impulsivity. Students
will be having one more session to reverse their lesson before their
first round. They have worked very hard to come up with a lesson
structure and resources to use as part of their lesson.
As usual we are remaining focused on our three expectations, be
responsible, respectful and inclusive and are looking
for opportunities to give out PBs for consistently displaying these expectations. Examples of PB-worthy behaviour could be, returning
homework regularly, looking out for other students and sharing
knowledge, keeping working spaces clean, clear and tidy and respecting all students’ right to learn.

Reminders


Please return notices promptly. All notices and payments to be put
in the designated class tub in the student’s classroom and not the
office . This way all forms are kept together.



The cold season will be upon us very soon. A box of tissues from
each family would be gratefully accepted.



Homework is given out on Mondays and due at the end of the
week. At MWHPS it is expected that all Year 5/6 students complete
and hand in their homework by the designated time.



Home reading is still an important part of the Year5/6 Reading
program. Can you please acknowledge your child’s efforts by
initialing their reading diaries on the appropriate dates. The diaries
are collected on a Monday to be checked. The students need 5
nights checked by an adult each week to be added to the PB
Reading Challenge database



Please note that if your child plays AFL 9s they need a mouth
guard. This is a sports network requirement. A few dollars from the
chemist is much cheaper than a trip to the dentist!

Shreya making the pi skyline backdrop[

