M T

W A V E R L E Y

H E I G H T S

P R I M A R Y

3/4 Newsletter Term 2, 2018
Be Responsible – Be Respectful – Be Inclusive

Camp: Parent Helpers Required!
Excitement is already brewing about this year's camp to Gundiwindi Lodge,
which will run from Wednesday 10th – Friday 12th October, 2018. It is a
fantastic camp located in Wandin, and experienced staff will run the activities,
such as a flying fox, indoor archery, a giant swing, a low ropes course,
orienteering, bush walking, bush cooking and beach volleyball, etc.
We require parent helpers to assist us for the whole trip, including travelling to
and from the camp on the bus. We have already had some interest, but if you
would like to put your name forward, please see Alicia Geddes as soon as
possible.

Green Hat Planks Incursion
Edward de Bono introduced the idea of Six Thinking Hats, where each hat has a
different meaning and is used to explore different areas of thinking. The Green
Hat is for creativity, where participants are encouraged to use creative thinking
skills and investigation to develop ideas, extend them and problem solve. The
Green Hat Workshop Facilitator will also discuss and further students’
understandings of the forces and movements at work. (Science, Design &
Technology)
In this program children will work with others (Habit of Mind – Working
Interdependently) to create a range of constructions from Green Hat Workshop's
collection of thousands of PLANKS. PLANKS, are dynamic technical building
blocks designed to inspire creative minds. Identical in size and shape, cut
precisely from 100% farmed pine and individually finished for consistent
quality. PLANKS are specifically proportioned to allow exploration of design,
engineering and gravity in order to build almost anything you can imagine.

Save the Date!
PLANKS Workshop

NAPLAN 2018

School Photos

Tuesday May 8

May 15-17

Thursday May 31

Both classes will have a
2-hour session each.

The four NAPLAN tests
are conducted for Year
3s over three days.

School photos for all
students. Photo
envelopes will go home
in the coming weeks.

Tissues
We use many boxes of tissues
throughout the year and would be
grateful if every student could bring
in a box of tissues for their grade.
Thank you to those families who
have already sent us in a box or
three!
Homew ork
Homework is usually given out on a
Monday and due back Thursday.
Except for daily reading and
updating of the Reading Diary,
some home tasks this term may
vary from the usual homework
distributed last term (e.g. projects).
When there is a change it will be
noted in the school diary and a
handout will go home.
S ch ool D iari es
School Diaries are to be signed
every Monday and Thursday
evening this term.
Rea di ng D iari es
Please initial the Reading Diary
every night your child reads.
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Term 2 Inquiry – SUSTAINABILITY – Look At What We Have Got
Students will explore and consider the importance of habitats for animals and plants as they research a
National Park. They will consider how animals have adapted to their environment and how we can help
endangered animals to survive.

Reading
•

Reading
strategies (including NAPLAN preparation) in focus: Monitor and Comprehend (e.g. check for understanding, back up and
reread, adjust and apply different reading rates; Questioning (e.g. right there questions and think & search questions);
Determining Importance (e.g. identifying the main idea); Activate and Connect (e.g. use non-fiction text features such as
diagrams, headings and glossaries); and Inferring.

•

Research reading to support our Inquiry investigations.

•

Premiers’ Reading Challenge is underway.

Writing
•

Non-Fiction writing focus - Persuasive (including NAPLAN preparation) and Information texts. Emphasis on the writing process
when creating different texts (e.g. planning, drafting, reviewing, editing, publishing) and the language features of each text
type. Grammar and/or punctuation workshops are
included as part of the weekly writing sessions.

•

Regular Handwriting and Spelling sessions.

Speaking and Listening
•

Oral presentations linked to Inquiry tasks.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Measurement and Geometry
•

Compare angles and classify
them.

•

Time: use am and pm notation
to solve time problems.

Number and Algebra
•

Extend place value range to larger
whole numbers and decimals e.g. 0.8
is 8 tenths.

•

Addition and subtraction – identify &
continue number patterns, explain
the connection between both
processes, and solve problems.

•

Use equivalent number sentences
involving addition and subtraction
to find unknown quantities.

•

Recall and reinforce × & ÷ facts.

•

Temperature – measuring and
comparing.
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Statistics and Probability
•

Conduct chance experiments,
discuss using the language of
chance (e.g. most likely).

•

Describe possible everyday
events and order their chances
of occurring.
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The procedure…
In the Reading Diary
students shade in every night
they read (at least 5 nights).
Books are also listed on the
opposite page.
Students ask an adult to
initial when they read (on the
calendar page).
Reading Diaries are
brought to school daily.
Reading Diaries are
handed in every Thursday
updated.
Once a month students
select one of the books they
have read for the month and
draft a Book of the Month at
the back of the Reading
Diary. Instructions can be
found in the Reading Diary.
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