YEAR 1/2 NEWS
Term 3, 2018

Welcome Back!
Wow, can you believe it is Term 4? Where has the time gone!? We
have one more term together, and what a term it will be!
Firstly lets reflect on last term. We had a busy but great term with
your children as we moved into our new building. We had a number
of wonderful parents who assisted with this move and we just wanted to say a very big thank you, we couldn’t have done it without
you. It took us a while to settle and adapt to our new spaces, but
we couldn’t be happier learning and teaching in such a fantastic
building.
We also had a great excursion to CERES where we got to throw a
boomerang, learn some tradition aboriginal stories, make Indian
inspired artwork and help to build a hut out of sticks and mud.
Finally we finished the term with swimming, and all the children did
a marvellous job. It was exciting to see just how much they learnt in
those two weeks and their skills improved immensely.
Now to Term 4. We will begin the term with an excursion to Lego
Land, where students will be using their creativity, design and building skills which fits beautifully with this terms inquiry topic, Creativity. We also have planned an incursion later in the term where students will be able to dabble in a little bit of woodworking.
Towards the end of the term, the Year 1/2 stay late/sleep over will
be held and it always proves to be a great night where students will
get to practise their independence skills (and parents get a night
off!).
Finally, students will be involved in internal transition sessions towards the end of the term, where they will get a taste of Year 2 or
Year 3, ready for next year (eeek).
On top of all of that, we will also be doing lots of learning and
teaching in our core learning areas.
We look forward an amazing last term,
The Year 1/2 teachers
Emma Thomas, Frieda Apostolopoulos and Rylie Bolton

Important Dates in
Term 4

















July 29th– Lego Land
excursion
November 1st– World
Teachers Day
November 5th– Curriculum Day– No students at
school
November 6th– Melbourne Cup Holiday– No
students at school
November 13th–
CraftPower wood work
incursion
November 23rd– 1-2
stay late/sleep over
November 28th– Internal transition session 1
December 5th– Internal
transition session 2
December 13th– Christmas concert
December 18th– Meet
2019 class
December 19th– Reports and portfolios to
come home
December 21st– Last
day of school for 2018–
Early finish at 1:30pm

Assembly dates in
Term 4
October 15th
October 29th
 November 19th
 December 3rd
 December 17th– End of
Year Assembly at 9am



Term 4 at a glance...
Literacy
Each morning begins with ‘Read to Self’, This is a valued part of our
school’s reading program and thus it is important for students to be at
school on time to take full advantage of it. This term during our Big Book
and Guided Reading sessions we will focus on a range of reading strategies including: Cause and effect, make a mental picture, adjust and apply
different reading rates, understanding figurative language, apply skills
learnt to new texts, as well as revise some of our already learnt strategies
such as make inferences and draw conclusions, and ask and answer inferential questions,
In writing this term we will be continue to write and practise the elements of
narratives, incorporating ‘Bold Beginnings’, ‘Mighty Middles’ and ‘Excellent
Endings’ in our stories. We will continue to use the 6+1 traits of writing to
teach students about Voice in their writing, as well as word choice and sentence structure.
Throughout the term we will also be experimenting with some poetry and
writing procedural texts.
A Term 4 ‘Share and Chat’ roster was distributed at the beginning of this
term. All students are expected to participate as members of the audience,
but also present an item every fortnight. We have thus far and will continue
to practise delivery (voice, posture, eye contact and greeting), content
(relevant, interesting and including pictures, photos or props), and preparation (prepare speech with the assistance of cue cards or notes and rehearsing at home). This term we will also be focusing on the listening aspect of
our ‘Share and Chat’, with students ensuring they are respectful audience
members who listen attentively and ask relevant questions or make comments in response to others presentations.

Numeracy
During numeracy sessions this term, students will begin to look at simple
fractions of a whole and of a quantity. They will learn about multiplication
and the different ways we show multiplication, such as using groups, repeated addition and arrays, and we will look at division and how we can
share items equally. Our measurement
focus for this term will include exploring
location and direction, as well as capacity, mass and the transition of shapes
(symmetry, flips, slides, turns). Finally,
we will revise graphing, and learn to interpret and create different types of
graphs such as pie graphs. The way in
which we teach mathematics will be
through a variety of different games,
open-ended problem solving activities,
as well as explicit skill based sessions.

Thinking Skills
in Year 1/2
We will be continuing with our
Think Tank sessions this term
on a fortnightly basis.
This term our focus will be on
the green and blue thinking
hats.


Our Green Hat helps us to
create and develop new
ideas. possibilities and alternatives to a problem or
task.



Our Blue Hat assists us to
think in the best possible
way. Essentially we are
thinking about thinking! We
use our blue hat to decide
which thinking hat to put on
when solving problems.

Our Diorama Showcase

To the right: Creative hat making

Inquiry
Our inquiry focus for this
term is Creativity – Robot
Buddies.
Students will learn about
the design process, and
will consider the purpose
of different objects they
use in their everyday lives
and how these objects
have been designed and
built. Students will write
and follow instructions,
build and program robots,
investigate the properties
of different materials and
design and create new
objects. Students will
strive for accuracy when
they are writing, drawing
and providing instructions
and will be reminded to
think creatively as they
use their Creative Journal.

A Few Reminders...




An excursion to LEGOLAND on Monday 29th
October, will provide students with the opportunity
to explore and challenge
their creativity as they
construct a range of
LEGO models. Students
will also use a range of
materials and tools to
build a wind up vehicle
during a Craftpower
Woodwork incursion on
Tuesday the 13th of November.



The Habits of Mind studied this term are Creating,
Imagining and Innovating and Striving for Accuracy and Precision.
These habits have already been put to the
test. Students have enjoyed using their imagination to make interesting
hats from newspaper and
tape, and used their concentration skills to accurately draw an object
found in the classroom in
as much detail as possible.











As the weather is getting warmer, students are reminded that they
need to wear a sun smart hat every day. If they do not bring a hat,
they will be required to play under the pavilion area. They may also
bring a sunscreen to keep in their bags which they can apply to
themselves before going out to recess and lunch.
Also to consider with the hot weather approaching is placing an ice
pack in your child’s lunch box to keep their food cool until lunch
time. This is especially important now as our bags are housed outside.
Homework is handed out on Monday and due back on Friday.
Please ensure your child is completing their homework each week.
This includes reading their take home readers each night, and preparing their share and chat. Parents need to sign off that children
have read their readers. We expect students to be reading for 5 out
of the 7 nights.
It is important that children are kept home when they are sick so
that it is not passed on to others. Thank you for your help in this
matter.
Students are required to wear black school shoes to school each
day. However, students may bring suitable shoes for P.E. on the
day of their lesson. Please see the timetable on the back for your
child’s P.E. lesson day.
Each Wednesday we are encouraging students to bring Nude Food
to school. This means that snacks and lunch do not contain any
wrappers. This is a great way to play our part in fighting plastic pollution, but also encourages healthy eating as natural and healthy
snacks such as fruit and vegetables do not contain wrappers.
We are trying to promote independence and being responsible for
our belonging in the 1/2 area, including packing and unpacking our
bags ourselves. We are asking for parents support in this matter, by
allowing their child to unpack and organise themselves for the day
and saying goodbyes in the line up area before entering the classroom.
We are very happy to discuss any concerns or issues that parents
have outside of class teaching and meeting hours. If your concern
will take more than a couple of minutes, you need to please book a
time with us.

Term 3 Fun

