YEAR 1/2 NEWS

Term 2, 2018

Welcome Back!

Important Dates:


Can you believe we are one term down?...Wow!
We hope you all had a fun and relaxing time with your children over the
holidays, and that your children are refreshed after a successful, but
big, term one.
We had a busy term one where we established our ‘Learning Community’, participated in Twilight Sports Night, as well as a lot of learning during our regular school programs of Literacy, Numeracy and Inquiry.
Term two promises to be a very busy and exciting one, with the Prep-2
Mother’s day morning tea, our first excursion to the Melbourne Zoo, a
Grandparents Morning during Education Week, and a Lap-a-Thon. For
all other events happening this term, please refer to the ’Important
Dates’ section to the right. We will also have lots of great learning and
teaching activities across the curriculum to keep us going.
Finally, we are committed to having open communication with our parents, so please come and see us if you have any questions or concerns. This could be via letter in the diary, in person or by telephone.
We are generally available after school for informal chats, with the exception of Tuesday and Thursday as we have meetings. If you have a
matter which will require some time or follow up, please come and
make an appointment. Whilst we are available before school, time is
very limited, so for longer chats, after school is best.
9am and 3:30pm we are not available.
We are at school on the following days:
Emma Thomas: Monday - Friday
Riley Bolton: Monday - Friday
Frieda Apostolopoulos: Tuesday - Friday
Carolyn Datson: Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday




















We are looking forward to another fabulous term,
The Year 1/2 teachers,
Emma Thomas, Frieda Apostolopoulos, Rylie Bolton, and
Carolyn Datson

7th May–
Curriculum Day– No
students at school
10th May–
Mother’s Day Stall
11th May–
Mother’s Day Breakfast
11th May–
Lap-a-thon
18th May–
Year 1/2 excursion to
the zoo
18th May–
Movie Night
21st May–
Grandparent Morning
9.15-10.30am
29th May–
ICAS– science
31st May–
School Photos
1st June–
Yarra Valley Water
Incursion
11th June–
Queen’s Birthday
Holiday– No school
28th June–
Reports and Portfolio’s come home
29th June–
Last day of term 2–
2:30pm Early Finish

Assembly Dates:






8th May
21st May
4th June
18th June
25th June- Final assembly beginning at
9am

Term 2 at a glance...
Literacy

1/2B– Read to self and Harmony Day writing

During the reading block, students will participate in reading the class big book
each week with a different reading strategy being explicitly taught each morning.
Some of the strategies we will be focusing on this term include; asking and answering literal, inferential and evaluative questions, back up and re-reading, using punctuation, distinguishing between fact and opinion, finding the author’s purpose, using
expression, using dictionaries, thesauruses and glossaries as a tool and skipping
the word and coming back.
During writing this term, students will be introduced to persuasive writing and its
parts and will be writing persuasive pieces such as ‘Dogs are better than Cats’. Students will continue working on the 6+1 traits of writing. We will revisit the big idea
trait and introduce the next trait ‘organisation’. Students will explore how to organise
or structure their writing pieces in a way that it holds the information together and is
easily comprehended by the reader.
The ‘Share and Chat’ topics and roster has already been distributed. The focus
for this term is for students to present relevant interesting information. Students are
encouraged to use pictures, photos, posters and props to engage their audience.

Numeracy
During numeracy sessions this term, students will continue to look at the place
value of numbers, including ordering, naming, re-naming, breaking numbers into
parts, skip counting, and looking for patterns. Students will begin to look at the operations of addition and subtraction, and learn strategies to assist with the mental
computation of problems.
We will also be focusing on areas of measurement such as calendars, the duration of time, reading analogue and digital clocks, length and area, as well as 2D and
3D shapes.
Finally, we will continue to learn about collecting data and creating graphs, as
well as exploring the language of chance (certain, likely, unlikely, impossible).
The way in which we teach mathematics will be through a variety of different
games, open-ended problem solving activities, as well as explicit skill based sessions.

Inquiry
Our inquiry focus for this term is Sustainability – Tip Toe Through our World
This term students will learn we all need to take responsibility to look after our environment so that is preserved for future generations. Students will learn how to reduce, reuse and recycle. They will conduct an experiment to see how long things
take to decompose.
Students will participate in a hands on water incursion and investigate the importance of trees and water for the environment and for our lives.
Students will also examine the impact the environment has on animals’ habitats
and complete an information report and diorama on an animal of their choice. The
students are excited about visiting the Melbourne Zoo in May and showcasing their
animal projects at the end of the term.
The Habits of Mind discussed this term include: Applying Past Knowledge to
New Situations and Thinking Interdependently.

Fun and games in 1/2A; math games, measurement activity and Harmony Day

Thinking Skills
in Year 1/2
We will be continuing with our
Think Tank sessions this term on a
fortnightly basis.
This term our focus will be on the
yellow and white thinking hats.


Our yellow thinking hat helps
us to focus on the good
points, and see the positives
and benefits of a situation.



Our white thinking hats help
us to focus on the facts and to
evaluate the usefulness of
information.

Library in
Year 1/2
This term students will
continue being involved
in ‘library’ sessions during most weeks. During
these sessions students
will be undertaking an
‘author’s study’. This
term we will continue
looking at some of Julia
Donaldson’s books like
Zog, Sharing a Shell and
Super worm. Some
weeks students may
look at books of interest
for that time, like ANZAC
Day, Mother’s Day and
Grandparents Day.
These sessions provide
an opportunity for students to connect with
1/2 students from other
grades, as well as utilising necessary skills to
share and build on other’s ideas in small group
work.

1/2T: above– adjective dances below– open ended place value activity

Important Information…
Home Reading – Please listen to and read with your child daily and
more than once. Please also sign the Reading Log afterwards. Children
should always look forward to reading with you at home, thus books
taken home will always be one or two levels below students’ instructional reading level. This is your opportunity to bond with your child and to
reinforce good reading habits and strategies learnt at school with easier
texts.
Homework – Homework is prepared and sent home on Mondays, to
be completed and returned on Fridays. Students are required to read
for 10-15 minutes each night. Students should also spend 10 minutes
each night on their spelling and math homework. Please see your
teacher if your child requires additional time on a regular basis to complete homework due to extra curricula activities/family commitments.
Brain Food and Drink Bottles – We eat brain food each morning at
approximately 10:00am. Brain food consists of small portions of cut up
raw or cooked fruit and vegetables. All packaged food items are considered snack food. Drink bottles filled with water only are allowed in the
classroom throughout the year.
Communication Satchels and School Diaries – Please ensure
communication satchels and diaries are checked and sent to school
each day. The school diary is used by students to note important dates
throughout the term and we encourage you to use it to communicate
with us including noting days and reasons for absences.
Box of Tissues and Toys – We welcome all donations of tissue
boxes and would very much appreciate students limit bringing to school
toys to 1 per day.
All Items are Labelled – Please ensure all your child’s personal
items are labelled, including hats, jackets, jumpers, vests, bags, drink
bottles, snack and lunch containers, utensils, toys, games and sports
equipment.
Illness– Please ensure that you keep your child home from school if
they are not well to prevent it spreading in the classroom.
Late and Early Passes– If your child has an appointment and will
be either late to school or picked up early, please sign them in or out at
the office prior to coming to the classroom.

