Year 5 and 6
Term Four Newsletter
Important Dates:
24th October : Google/HP
excusion for Year 5
25th October: Fire Ed; Japanese
Immersion Day for selected
students
5th November: Curriculum Day
No school for students
6th November: Melbourne Cup
Day
14th November: Values for Life
incursion
23rd November: Market
Manoeuvres incursion
11th December: Year 6
Secondary Orientation Day for
Government schools
13th December: Christmas
Concert
14th December: Year 6
Community Sports Day
17th December: Final Whole
School Assembly
19th December: Year 6
Graduation
20th December: Year 6
excursion
22nd December: Last day of
school for 2018. Finish 1:30pm

Term Four at a Glance...
Welcome to Term 4 everyone, where has this year gone!
In Term 3 alone we have gone swimming, played in a basketball round robin. We
attended the Winter Lightning Premiership as well as enjoying Footy Day.
We kicked off Term 4 by attending the National Gallery of Victoria. We were treated to
a fabulous tour of both the NGV and the Ian Potter Center and viewed a great range of
artworks. All students and staff loved this excursion with children creating their own
Roy Lichtenstein inspired art work which will be on display in the 3-6 building for all to
admire! As our inquiry focus this term is creativity, this excursion was a great
introduction to the concept.

Literacy: Reading & Viewing
This term the 5/6s will be concentrating on the Comprehension strategy of Making
Inferences and Drawing Conclusions. We have been focussing on using this skill when
interpreting wordless picture books like ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan. Good readers
constantly try to make sense out of what they read by seeing how it fits with what they
already know. Students have also been practicing applying their prior knowledge to
clues from the text to make inferences. Later in the term the students will be looking
at checking their understanding when reading using strategies such as back up and
re-read. As students become more fluent readers, it can be tempting for them to read
on even when understanding is lost. Students will continue to build their reading skill
this term by focussing in on understanding story elements, looking into cause and
effect and comparing and contrasting. This can help significantly raise their level of
comprehension.

Literacy: Writing

Students learning about
Leonard French's stained-glass
ceiling in the Great Hall
at NGV International

At the beginning of this term students in Years 5 and 6 are studying the Organisation
trait in their daily writing. This follows the concept that writing becomes more effective if the piece is well sequenced and easy to read. Paragraphs need to follow a
clear sequence and have interesting beginnings. This focus will be taught through the
genre of procedural writing, with students honing their skills by writing instructions
for board games that they will be creating later this term. Students will be continuing
on with their SMART spelling program throughout this term.

Literacy: Speaking & Listening
This term will see the Year 5s writing then presenting their speeches for 2019 leadership positions. They will speak in front of this year’s 3-5 as well as listening and determining who they would want representing our school. These speeches are written
completely at school. The Year 6s will be practising presenting for their Graduation
Night. This will be on Wednesday 19th December. Invites and more information will
come closer to the date.
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Mathematics

Page 2

This term, in Mathematics we will be studying a number of topics,
primarily focussing on Measurement & Geometry and Statistics &
Probability.
In Measurement & Geometry we will be exploring cartesian planes, grid
references, transformations and angles. Students will be locating specific
coordinates and following routes to specific destinations. Students will be
seeing how shapes are manipulated using flips (reflections), slides
(translations) and turns (rotations). We will be creating fun patterns using
all of these techniques. Alongside all this, students will be learning to
solve problems to find the value of missing angles and measure different
types of angles using a protractor, by playing a fun round of protractor
golf!
In Statistics and Probability, we will be looking at Chance and reporting
on it using fractions, decimals and percentages, with a keen focus on
horse racing- a fun task with Spring Racing underway. Students will be
collecting data around gaming from students across the school to assist
them with their inquiry topic of creativity. They will focus on collecting,
representing and interpreting this data in order for them to create a
board game that students would like to play.

Chris and Isaac using a seashell to help
them interpret an artwork by
J. W. Waterhouse called ‘Ulysses and
the Sirens’

Wellbeing
One important feature of the Mappen/Inquiry program is the focus on
the Habits of Mind. This term the focus is on Striving for Accuracy and
Creating, Imagining and Innovating. Students will be learning all about
these Habits during our inquiry unit ‘Bizarre, Bazaar’ and during the new
round of HoM B4 Home, which the year 5s are now officially taking over!

Reminders


Cold season may have finished but hayfever season has only just started. A box of
tissues from each family would be gratefully accepted. A big Thank You to those
who donated last term



Homework is given out on Mondays and due Friday. Your child’s diary contains
necessary information about activities coming up as well as items needed. The
school diary as well as the take home folder should be at school every day.



Unfortunately lateness has become an issue again. Please endeavor to have your
child at school by 8.55am ready to start by 9am. Please note that there is not a
Yard Duty teacher in the mornings before 8.45am.



Hats are required to be worn outside from September to April, we are well and
truly into SunSmart season now. All students are expected to be wearing a hat
outside. Students without a hat will be require to play under the shade of the
pavilion. No hat, no play, no fun today! We recommend that students keep their
hats at school.
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