
YEAR 1/2 NEWS  

Important Dates: 

 13th February–  

Lunch orders begin 

(Tuesdays and 

Thursdays only) 

 15th February–  

Information Ex-

change Night 3:40-

7:10pm 

 19th February–  

Parent Helpers in-

duction 2:00-

2:45pm 

 1st March–  

Twilight Sports 

night  5:30-7pm 

 8th March–  

Whole School 

Communication 

Night  

 12th March–  

Labor Day Holiday; 

No students at 

school 

 29th March–  

Last day of Term; 

Early finish at 

2:30pm 

Assembly 
Dates: 

 19th February 

 5th March  

 19th March 

 26th March–  

Final assembly be-
ginning at 9am 

Welcome to Year 1/2! 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all our existing students and 
families, as well as our new students and their families. 

All of the year 1/2 students have settled really well into the 
school  year and are doing a wonderful job of learning the 

classroom routines and expectations.  
For the past couple of weeks we have been setting up our 

Learning Community by revisiting the school expectations; 
Be Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Inclusive, as well as 
getting to know one another through games and activities. 

First term is always busy at school, one with many exciting 
events happening, so please make note of the important dates 

to the right. 
Finally, we are committed to having open communication 
with our parents. If you have any questions or  concerns, 

please come and address them with us, as we would be happy 
to assist.  This could be via letter in the diary, in person or on 
the telephone. We are generally available after school for in-
formal chats ( with the exception of Tuesday and Thursday 
after school as we have meetings), however, if you have a 
matter which will require some time or follow up, please 

come and make an appointment. Whilst we are available be-
fore school, this is when we prepare for our lessons, so time is 

very limited. 
We are at school on the following days: 

Emma Thomas: Monday - Friday 
Riley Bolton: Monday - Friday 

Frieda Apostolopoulos: Tuesday - Friday 
Carolyn Datson: Mon/Tue/Thur/Fri 

 
We are looking forward to a fabulous term, 

 
The Year 1/2 teachers, 
Emma Thomas, Frieda Apostolopoulos, Rylie Bolton, and 
Carolyn Datson 

  Term 1, 2018 



Term 1 at a glance... 

Literacy 
 During the reading block, students will participate in reading the class 

big book each week with a different reading strategy being explicitly taught 

each morning. Some of the strategies we will be focusing on this term in-

clude; making predictions, using prior knowledge, retelling stories in se-

quence and tuning into end and beginning sounds, sight words, wow words 

and rhyming words.  

 During writing this term, students will write many recounts on topics 

such as weekend activities, first day at school, Twilight Sports, ‘a time I 

made a mistake’, and a favourite trip or activity. This term we will also in-

troduce students to our whole school ‘6 + 1 Traits’ writing program. The 

first trait we will examine is the ‘Big Ideas Trait’. Students will learn all 

about finding, focusing on and staying with a big idea and using juicy de-

tails in their writing.  

 The ‘Share and Chat’ topics and roster have already been distributed. 
The focus for this term is for students to speak clearly and make eye contact 
with their audience, introduce the weekly topic, greet and thank students for 
listening and asking appropriate questions at the end of each presentation.   

Numeracy 
During numeracy sessions this term, students will be learning all about the 
place value of numbers, including ordering, naming, re-naming, breaking 
numbers into parts, skip counting, and looking for patterns.  
 We will also be focusing on areas of measurement such as the days of 
the week, months and season, length and area. 
 Finally, we will be collecting data and creating graphs, as well as ex-
ploring the language of chance (likely, unlikely, impossible). 
 The way in which we teach mathematics will be through a variety of 
different games, open-ended problem solving activities, as well as explicit 
skill based sessions.  

Inquiry 
Our inquiry focus for this term is Identity - Growing Older and Wiser. 
Students will develop an understanding of how we grow and change and 
how this can help us to be the best we can be. Students will investigate 
staying safe and taking responsible risks, healthy food, expressing emotions 
and dealing with conflict and getting older. Essential questions for this unit 
include: How can I make sure I am always safe? What foods are healthy to 
eat at school and at home? How have I changed and how will I change? 
How can I express my emotions clearly and deal with conflict? This term 
we look forward to expanding students’ vocabulary when it comes to ex-
pressing their emotions as well as continue to list and discuss the many 
strategies they are able to employ when dealing with their emotions. The 
Habits of Mind discussed this term include: Taking Responsible Risks 
and Thinking about Thinking. 

Thinking 
Skills in Year 
1/2 
We are very excited this term to 

begin our Think Lab sessions each 

fortnight. These sessions will be a 

chance for students to be explicitly 

taught skills on how to think creative-

ly, and become problem solvers. 

We will be exploring Edward De 

Bono’s 6 Thinking Hats. The hats 

are represented by 6 colours and 

assist students to switch between 

different types of thinking. 

This term we will be beginning with 

the black hat which helps us to focus 

on the problems, weaknesses and 

flaws  of an idea. 

Oh, the thinks you can think if you 
only try! 
       – Dr Seuss 

WANTED... 
Parent Helpers 

If you or a grandparent would 

like to assist with reading dur-

ing the morning block, please 

come and see your child’s 

classroom teacher. We would 

love to have someone listen to 

the students read each day. 



 

 

Wellbeing 
Each term we will be 
focusing on our 3 
school values in a 
variety of different 
contexts. Our school 
values are; 

Be Responsible, 

Be Respectful, 

Be Inclusive 
 

We will be learning to 
use our expectations 
in different learning 
spaces, whilst using 
ICT equipment, and 
when we are making 
transitions (how we 
move around the 
school). 

PB’s will be handed 
out to students who 
consistently display 
our three school val-
ues, and will be on 
orange paper this 
year. 

 

 

Important Information… 

Home Reading – we encourage students and their families to develop an enjoyable 
and daily routine of reading together in the afternoons, after dinner or before bed. Stu-
dents have been learning about ‘good fit books’ in class and through our home reading 
program, each day will select a reader to read to or with members of the family. Short 
readers should be read several times throughout the evening, whilst longer readers may 
take a couple of days to complete. We encourage you to ask your child some of the 
questions provided, before, during and after listening to them read, as a way of encour-
aging and supporting them understand what they are reading  
We also ask that you please sign the reading log located in the front of your child's 
reading folder each night. 
Children should always look forward to reading with you at home, thus books taken 
home will always be one or two levels below students’ instructional reading level. This 
is your opportunity to bond with your child and to reinforce good reading habits and 
strategies learnt at school with easier texts.  
 
Homework – Homework is prepared and sent home on Mondays, to be completed and 
returned on Fridays. Students are required to read for 10-15 minutes. Students should 
also spend 10 minutes each night on their spelling and maths homework.  Please see 
your teacher if your child requires additional time on a regular basis to complete 
homework due to extra curricula activities/family commitments.   
 
Sun Smart – This term the ‘No Hat No Play’ rule applies. Please ensure your child 
wears a school approved hat each day. Students are encouraged to bring their own sun-
screen to school to apply and reapply before going out to play. 
 
Brain Food and Drink Bottles – We eat brain food each morning at approximately 
10:00am. Brain food consists of small portions of cut up raw or cooked fruit and vege-
tables. All packaged food items are considered snack food. Drink bottles filled with 
water only are allowed in the classroom throughout the year. 
 
Communication Satchels and School Diaries – Please ensure communication satch-
els and diaries are checked and sent to school each day. The school diary will be used 
by students to note important dates throughout the term and we encourage you to use it 
to communicate with us including noting days and reasons for absences.  
 
Box of Tissues and Toys – We welcome all donations of tissue boxes and would very 
much appreciate students limit bringing to school toys to 1 per day. 
 
All Items are Labelled – Please ensure all your child’s personal items are labelled, 
including hats, jackets, jumpers, vests, bags, drink bottles, snack and lunch containers, 
utensils, toys, games and sports equipment. 



Facts about 
reading… 

A child who reads 
for 20 minutes a 
day will  have 
read  on average 
1,800,000 words 
in a year. 

Compare that to a 
child who reads 
for only 5 minutes 
per day. They will 
have read 282, 
000 words per 
year. 

Finally a students 
who has read for 
only 1 minute per 
day will only have 
read 8,000 words 
per year. 

 

If you want your 
children to be-
come better 
readers, devel-
op their writing 
skills and  their 
verbal skills, 
simply make 
them read. 

 

 

 


